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Ramsay's NEWCASTLE CANNEL 


; | BLAYDON BURN’AND LOW BENWELL FIRE 
COAL. Analysis hy Dr. Fyra, M.D. :— | 
| 


CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRIOK WORKS, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-1LYNB. 


WILLIAM COCHRAN GARR begs 


COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, 
Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- 


0 s E P H Cc 0 W E N and Cc 0., tronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 


BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, has rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the 

Do. GARESFIELD COKE, Were the only parties to whom a Prize MEDAL was | a nto eee ec nee ae 

awarded at the GREAT EXuIBITION of 1851, for ‘*Gas | prepared to execute thelargest or lers wi unct t 

RAMSAY'S FIRE-CLAY ARTICLES, Retorts and OTHER OBsEcTS in Fire-CLay,” and | and despatch. Orders for FIR:}-CLAY REUTORTS, 

GAS-RETORTS, introduced 1828. | they have also been awarded in the INTERNATIONAL | Of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 

YIRE-BRICK WORKS, established 1804. | Exursition of 1862, the Prize Mepat for “Gas | Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the. shortest notice 
FIRE-CLAY SANITARY PIPE§, CHIMNEY- | Rerorrs, FirE-BRICKS, &c., for EXCELLENCE of | andon the most reasonable terms. 





9746 cubic feet of gas per ton ef coal. 
26-candle gas, 

134 ewt. coke per ton of coal, 
N.B.—Ramsay’s Cannel most resembles the Mar- 
quis of Lothian’s Cannel, but superior as to coke. 
RAMSAY’S PATENT CONDENSED COKE, 


rate! 2» 























‘| TOPS;and all Goods mace of Fire Olay. ALITY.” London Agents: JAMES LAWRIE & C0., 
Q 

||. fhe Fire Clay is worked from Blaydon Main Col- J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most 63, OLD Broap Street, City, LONDON. 

} liery, is of excel ~~ aea and no expense sparedin | extensive Manufacturers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the “LOTHI » CANN COALS 
perfecting every articie. " United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts HE AN ANNEL ‘ 

| The F E-., RICKS (marked ** RAMSAY”) aretobe | of all shapes and dimensions, Fire-Bricks, and every These Cannels are extensively used in the Gas- 
peway BD nap A a the works are the other article in Pise-ny are promptly executed at | Works of Edinburgh, where the illuminating power of 
most ex ve in P their Works as above. A ; ,s itain. 

Manufactories: DERWENTHAUGH, SWALWELL, and COWEN’S GARESFIELD COALS. ~ og iloarieats: i2 B73 ce bie feet; Mluminating 
ee eet. ORGS: Duns Cuare, New. Coal Office, power 338 standord candles; coke per ton 1046lbs. 
CASTLE-UPON-TYNE. Address, G. H. Kamsay. Quay S1pB, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNx. Ports of Shipment, in the Firth of F 

GEORGE GLOVER & CO., FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS ExuigiTion, | AYRSHIRE CANNEL COALS. 
Pat of the Stam and of rs for the Paisley, and other Gas-Works on the West Coast of 
Scotland. é 
IMPROVED DRY GAS-QETERS. power Di standard contin she parton teehee. 
| ‘These Meters are warranted to ure correctly OHN RUSSELL AND CO Ports of Shipment, in the Firth of Clyde. . 
and not to vary, and have come into general use more a For prices and other information, apply to Mr. Joun 
| rapidly than any Meters hitherto manufactured. THE OLD TUBE WORKS, Romans, C.E., 53, Frederick Stree E>iwpunen. 





1862. CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; , 
ALMA WORKS, BEST & HOLDEN’S 


WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; PATENT APPARATUS 
and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, FOR 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Tron Gas Tubes CHARGING & DRAWING GAS-RETORTS, 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and AND FOR 
a Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam CLOSING tae MOUTHS or RETORTS 
oilers. , ; 

J. R.and Co. make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings WEE Senne 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in afew days. 

un Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocka, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 

and Warranted. 


JOHN BENT & SON, 
WET AND DRY GAS-METER 


STREET-LAMP 
MANUFACTURERS, 


BELL BARN ROAD, BIRMINGHAM. 


i 
} 
; 


CLASSES X, aNp XXXI. 


} 








(Crass X.—* For ingenuity, completeness, and effi- 
| ciency of apparatus used in measuring gas, and 
Sor excellence % material and workmanship.” 
Crass XXXI.—* For superiority of construction and 

workmaaship.” 

Particulars and lists of prices forwarded on applica- 
tion to Ranelagh Works, Kanelazh Road, Pimlico, 
Lonpon, 8.W.; 15, Market Street, MANCHESTER ; 
or 127, Boulevard de Magenta, Panis, 


IMPROVED GASLIGHT. 


Ample experience has proved that, by carburetting 
common gas, its illuminating power may be doubled or 
even tripled, and ite consumpt greatly lessened. Wax 
candles and oil Jamps in consequence are being rapidly 
tuperseded, and gas is now used in many private houses 
and mansions where formerly it was not telerated. 





The above is one of the most important inventions 
in connexion with gas manufacture which has been 
introduced for many years, and merits the immediate 
attention of all Gas Companies. The Machine is 
simple in its construction, easily worked, and not 
likely to get out of order, while the saving in time and 
labour is very considerable. It has been applied at the 
Chartered Gas-Works, Westminster, with complete 
success, and has been viewed in operation by some of 
the most eminent gas engineers, both in London and 
from the provinces, their unanimous opinion being 
that the arrangement of the apparatus was perfectly 
new, and must eventually be adopted by all Gas Com- 
panies. 

The Patentees are now in a position to treat for the 
use of their Apparatus, or to contract for carbonizing. 











Hs? 





A For further information apply to 
Information as to the apparatus fluids, &c., may be EsraBLisHED 1830. 
had of Geo. GLoveR and Co., or CaRLESS, BLAGDEN, | All materials found for the alteration of Public Lamps for JNO. CHISHOLM & CO., 
and Co., Hackney Wick, N.E. 


lighting with the Rod. Regulators with Lava Burners. 44, MARK LANE, E.C. 





MEDAL AWARDED, EXHIBITION, 1862, “FOR GOOD WORK.” 


THE IMPERIAL TUBE COMPANY, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, BRASS & COPPER TUBES, 
GALVANIZED & GLASS ENAMELLED TUBES & FITTINGS, 


LAP-WELDED IRON & BRASS BOILER-TUBES, ETC., ETC. 


8 Sole Makers of ** HUGHES’S PATENT TAPS,” Strongly recommended for all High-pressure 
purposes.—Price List and Testimonials forwarded on application. 


THE UNVARYING WATER-LINE GAS-METER. 


(SANDERS & DONOVAN’S PATENT.) 








** Unquestionably the best Water Gas-Meter now in use.” 





MANUFACTURERS: 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON; 


WITH 


Branch Manufactories at DUBLIN and OLDHAM. 
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Demy 8vo, in Wrapper, price 36.6d., 
TEs SEWAGE GF TOWNS, 
relating to the Sani- 
tary, 
reud Leamington Congress; together with 
fc nome, anda Lecture.on the POISONS 
O# THE SPREADING DISEASES, delivered atthe: 
Congress by B. W. Ricuarpson, Esq., M.A., M.D., 
F.R.C.P. 


Lonpon: SmrPKin,, MarsHatt, & Co.,, Stationers 
Hall Court; or by order of all Boolisellers.. 





demy 8vo, cloth, with numerous engravings, 
Price 


VALUATION, PURIFICATION, and USE OF 
COAL GAS, by the Rev, W. R. Bowpitca, M.A., 
F.C.8., Incumbent of St. Andrew’s, Wakefield. 

Lonpon: E, & F, N. Spon, 16, BocKLERsBuRY. 





RATING OF GAS & WATER PIPES. 





Now ready, price 2s,, per post 2s. ld., 


REPORT of the Appeal of the 
PHCNIX GAS COMPANY v. LEE (West 
Kent Quarter Sessions, January, 1865), with the 
Special Case thereon, and Judgment of the Court of 
Queen’s Bench. 
London: WILt1aM B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fieger 
Srreet, E.C. 





Just published, price 5s. 


REPORT of the proceedings before the 
Select Committee of the House of Commons on 
THE CITY (CORPORATION) GAS BILL, ETC.; ETC, 
Session 1866. 


London: JourNAL or Gas LIGHTING Office, 11, 
Bolt Court, Fieer Street, E.C. 


GAs LEGISLATION, 1866. 


Now ready, 
Reports of the Proceedings before Select Committees 
4 of Parliament. 


ALDRINGTON, HOVE, AND BRIGHTON GAS, 204 BRIGHTON 
AND HOVE GENERAL GAS BILLS—price 2s., by post 2s. 1d. 
SHEFFIELD UNITED GAS BILL—price 1s., by post 1s. 1d, 
WANDSWORTH AND PUTNEY GAS BILL—price 1s., by 


post ls. ld 


IMPERIAL AND EQUITABLE GAS BILL—price 1s., by 
post Is. Id, 


CHATHAM, ROCHESTER, &c,, GAS BILL—price 1s., by 
post ls. 1d. 

NEATH, BRYNMAWR, & WORKSOP GAS BILL—price 2s., 
by post 2s. ld. 











London: Wi1t1aM B. K1né@, 11, Bolt Court, FLzeT 
Street, E.C. 





NOW READY, 


OL, XIV. of the JOURNAL of GAS 








— te 





LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, and SANI- 
TARY IMPROVEMENT, for 1865, price 2ls., bound 
in cloth and lettered. A few copies of Vols. II.. ITI., 
1V., V., VI., VIL, VIII, IX., X., XI, XII., and XIII. 
are still on sale. 

W.B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, FLeeT Street, E.C, 





EIGHTH THOUSAND. 
AGRICULTURAL VALUE 
oF 


REFUSE GAS LIME. 
By PROFESSOR VOELCKER, 
Professor of Chemistry to the — Agricultural 
Society of England. 
Price 10s. per 100, orby post, 10s. 6d. 
London: WitL1aAM B, Kina, 11, Bolt Court, FLert 
Srreet, B.C, 





RUTTER ON GAS LIGHTING. 
Just Published, Feap. 8vo., pp.71, sewed, price 6d., 


ADVANTAGES of GAS in PRIVATE 
HOUSES, 
A Hanpy Book ror Gas ConsumMERS: 
TELLING THEM WHAT TO DO, 
AND WHAT NOT TO DO, 
By J. O. N. RUTTER, F.R.A.S. 
Anew and revised edition, and the 195th thousand. 
LonDON: . 
Vixtve BrRoTHERSs AND Co., 26, vy LaNr, PaTER- 
NosTER Kow, and all Booksellers, 1866, 
For distribution by gas companies, the price is 
£12 12s. per 1000 copies, and £1 10s. per 100. 





Crown 16mo, pp. 20, 


AS IN DWELLING-HOUSES: 
Irs Uses, CONVENIENCES, AND Economy. 
A revised and enlarged edition, and the 52nd thousand, 

Price—1000 copies, £3 10s.; 500 copies, £1 17s. 6d. 
any smaller number at 8s, 6d. per 100, 

When 1000 copies are ordered, the official title, scale 
of prices, and other information relating to the busi- 
ness of the Company, will be printed on the covers 
s without extra charge. 
| All orders and inquiries for the last-mentioned 
edition to be addressed to the AuTHOR, Black Rock, 





PRE ANALYSIS, TECHNICAL | 


GLOBE METER -WOoORE Ss. 














—S 


NEWTON & BRADDOCK, 


STATION METERS, CONSUMERS METERS, &c., 
OLDHAM. 





REDUCED PRICES OF 
BRYAN DONKIN & CO’S 


IMPROVED GAS VALVES 
WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS 

from 2 inches to 18 inches, price 9s. 6d. to 12s. per inch diameter 

List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 36 inches, to be 
had on application. 

These Valves are all proved on both sides to 30 Ibs. on the square inch 
before leaving the works, and are always kept in stock, 

Valves made with Outside Racks to order. Also, Screw Water-Valves 
with Gun-Metal Faces. 


BRYAN DONKIN & C0O., 
ENGINEERS, 
NEAR GRANGE ROAD, BERMONDSEY. 














F. & C. OSLER, 


45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
Manufactory—Broad Street, Birmingnam— Established 1807, 
MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 

LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 

ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, for GAS, from £4 upwards 
(Made from ‘‘ ReGIsTZRED’’ DgsiGNns), with GLass BRANCHES, &c.; suitable 
for DRAWING-ROOMS and BALL-RooMs. The more extensive use of Gas in 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. OSLER to direct their particular atten- 
, tion to the manufacture of this clas: of articles—which, with a view to their 
y general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices. Purchasers can select from 
a qt variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 

HEATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BaLL Rooms LIGHTED BY EsTIMATE 
ON THE LowEsT TERMS. 


o™~ 
Ae 
oe } 
one, 





HORSLEY’S 


PATENT 


GAS EXHAUSTER. 
(From 250 Feet to 200,000 Feet per Hour.) 


The only Exhauster not requiring a relieving-valve 
in the by-pass. For particulars and prices apply to 
the PaTenrEx, 


22, Wharf Road, City Road, London, J. 


Wig 











BRIGHTON, 





To Gas Companies, Gas 
Engineers, Gas Fitters, &c. 


THE NEWEST DESIGNS 
FOR 


LAMP-POSTS, DWARF GAS PILLARS, 
BRACKETS, 
LAMPS, LANTERNS, FOUNTAINS, &c., 


Will, upon receipt of particulars, be forwarded free, on 
application to 


TURNER & ALLEN, 


IRONFOUNDERS, ENGINEERS, Xc., 
201, UPPER THAMES STREET. 














4 STONE \ 
ae | 





Contractors for the supply of Lamp Columns, Lamps, &c., to Rail- 
way and Gas Companies, Local Boards, Shippers, &c. 
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CATHELS’S 


PATENT 


FOUR-WAY DISC GAS-VALVE 


Is now in general use. It is equally applicable as a Purifier, Bye-pass, and Gasholder Valve (in which case only Ons 
Pirz unto THE HowpeR 1s NEcESSARY). Its use effects a saving of from Onz-Hatr to Terex Fourins the number of 
ordinary valves and connexions depending on its application; and as there are no ground. faces or rubbing surfaces, and 
foul gas does not affect it, it cannot set fast however long it may remain unmoved. The direction of the flow of the gas is 
also seen at a glance. 














Descriptive Circular, Testimonials, and Prices furnished on application to the Manufacturers, 
MESSRS. GUEST AND CHRIMES, ROTHERHAM. 


WARNE R’S | WARNER’S SILICATE OF IRON PAINT. | 
PATENT ANHYDROUS OXIDE OF IRON | The peculiarities and advantages of this Paint are that it will stand| 


é ‘ a : extreme heat and damp, and is not affected by the strongest Acid, Sea | 
Purifies Gas from Sulphuretted Hydrogen, Carbonic Acid, Bisulphide of | Water, Sulphuretted Hydrogen, or Ammonia. It is equally well adapted | 
Carbon, and Ammonia, The Hydrogen liberated through the decompo- | for Iron, Wood, or Cement. Every shade of Colour ground to order.| 
sition of the Ammonia unites with the excess of carbon, giving increased | The LIGHT STONE COLOUR will retain its SOFT DELICATE) 





























brilliancy and yield of Gas with less smoke and no Naphthaline. SHADE regardless of the fumes of Gases. IT HAS NO SMELL, and) 
there is an entire absence of deleterious effect. 

THE SILICATE OF IRON POWDER, when boiled up with Tar and! 

PRECIPITATED OXIDE OF IRON, Lime, is a very cheap preservative for Iron, Wood, and Felt Roofing, | 
Prepared by the process as patented by Mr. Hills, supplied and is recommended for Gasholders which have been coated with Tar.—! 
where preferred. Price £8 8s. per ton. 


A. WARNER, 17, Laurence Pountney Lane, London, E.C. 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY | 
(LIMITED), LONDON, | 
(Successors to CROLL, RAIT, and CO., LONDON, and WEST and GREGSON, OLDHAM.) 


MANUFACTURE 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS | 


At their Oldham Establishment, which has long possessed the reputation of supplying this description of apparatus of the most, 
perfect construction and appropriate design. 


CONSUMERS GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON & TINNED SHEET-IRON CASES. | 
| 


STREET GOVERNORS, PRESSURE and EXHAUST REGISTERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, 
AND EXPER'MENTAL GAS APPARATUS GENERALLY. 




























For information, &c., apply to 


W. ARCHER, Manager, Meter Factory, OLDHAM; 
OR TO 
GEORGE RAIT, Managing Director, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON. 


FULLERTON, SON, & C0., ABBEY MOUNT WORKS, EDINBURGH, 


MANUFACTURERS OF THE 


IMPROVED WET GAS-METER, TIN-PLATE DRY GAS-METER; 


ALSO THE 


PATENT CAST-IRON CASED DRY GAS-METER, 


Which is very durable, and, from its simplicity in construction, can be repaired by any meter repairer or fitter. The 
greatest care is taken in selecting and preparing the leather for the diaphragms ; also in mixing the metals for the valves. 





RZ” See “ Practical Mechanic’s Journal,” Dec. 1, 1865 ; also, p. 711 ‘“ Journat ov Gas Licutine,” Sept. 18, 1866. 





TO CORPORATIONS, GAS ENGINEERS, AND OTHERS. 


HENRY ALDER, 


GRANGE METER-WORKS, EDINBURGH, 
Begs to intimate that he has introduced the manufacture of DRY GAS-METERS in 


CAST-IRON CASES. 


These Meters are protected by registration under the “‘ Copyright of Designs Act.” They are much more durable, and at the 
same time more easily repaired than those in Tin Cases. 


Price list and terms on application. | 
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MEDAL AWARDED BY THE JURY, INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 


1862, 
To THOMAS GLOVER, 
SUFFOLK STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, LONDON. 





the International Exhibition of 1862 have awarded, for his Patent Dry Gas-Meter, a Prize Medal. The reason given for this 
Award, in the Juries Official Report, is, ‘‘ For excellence of manufacture, as regards Dry Meters.” See Official Report. p. 346. 


It is worthy of remark, that the only two other Firms who receive Awards both manufacture imitations of Thomas Glover's 
Patent Dry Gas-Meter, and the reason given for these Awards is ‘‘ construction and sound workmanship.” Thomas Glover, 


Dry-Meters.” 


Meter measures and indicates accurately the small quantity of One Foot. 











WILLIAM PARKINSON AND OO. 
(SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY), 
PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C. 
“stablishes 1816. 





PATENT IMPROVED WET METER. 


W. P. and Co. invite especial attention to this Meter, which entirely overcomes the difficulty to which ordinary 
Wet Meters are subjected, owing to the short range of the Float, which is necessary, in order to meet the requirements 
of the Sale of Gas Act. 


“It is well known that n Meters constructed so that the valve will close when the water is drawn off to such a point as to render them 3 per cent. slow 

the lights are liable to be extinguished by the closing of the valve by a sudden increase of pressure. To meet this difficulty, Mr. Pinchbeck has invented an 

ingenious and simple arrangement by which the action is reversed, and any such increase of pressure,in his Meter, raises the value instead of depressing it. The 

fact of the improvement having been adopted by Messrs. W. Parkinson and Co, is a suificient guarantee that it practically and effectually remedies the incon- 
it is designed to meet.”—JourNnaL or Gas LicHTING. 


PATENT IMPROVED DRY METER, 


Which W. P. and Co. pledge themselves to manufacture with the same quality of materials and workmanship as in their 
Wet Meter, thereby giving Gas Companies and others the advantage of procuring a first-rate Dry as well as a Wet 
Meter, which, hitherto, they have been unable to do. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS. 


Which can be seen at all the London Gas-Works. Also Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Nottingham, Belfast, Glasgow, Bir- 
mingbam, Dubliv, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Brighton, Southampton, Sunderland, Wolverhampton, Bradford, Norwich, &c., &c. 





4 
ven 


Tuomas Grover has great pleasure in informing Gas Companies and his other Patrons, that the Jury of Class X X XI. of 


therefore, claims that the construction of his Meter has obtained three Awards from the Jury of the International Exhibition of | 
1862; at the same time, contrasting the Award granted for his Meter by the words, ‘ For excellence of manufacture, as regards | 


The Prize Meter was exhibited in Class XXXI., No. 6301, connected with a 1-foot holder, to demonstrate that a 50-light | 


| 
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TEST GASHOLDERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, 





MINUTE CLOCKS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, PRESSURE REGISTERS, &c. © 


pn 
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Potes upon Passing Events. 


Wz often read comparisons of the social condition of France 
and England, sometimes to the advantage of the one, some- 
times of the other, according to the feelings of the writer ; 
but it is not often that we can obtain any evidence of an 
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| be able to gather the views of eminent French writers either 


| that France must seek counterpoising weight to German 
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authoritative character. Whether there are more poor in 
England or in France is difficult to ascertain, because the 
ideas of poverty are as different in the two countries as in 
Ireland. It may safely be asserted that an Irishman would 
grow fat on food which an Englishman would consider starva- 
tion, and that a French peasant would save a small fortune in a 
lifetime out of an income that would land an English labourer 
in the workhouse at sixty. Besides, poverty in England 
has a right to relief; poverty on the Continent is a crime 
for the investigation of the police. We are, therefore, glad to 


about ourselves or their own couptrymen—views which we 
can take for what they are worth; at any rate, they are not to 
English readers common-place repetitions of old prejudices. 
On the unlikely subject of the “‘ Rights and Duties of France 
“in the Present Position of Europe”—that is, since Italy has 
become a nation, and Prussia almost the German Empire— 
M. Dupont-White gives incidentally a curious picture of the 
social condition of the peasantry of France. His theory is 


power by the peaceable absorption of Belgium, because the 
French people do not procreate and multiply by marriage like 
all the other more civilized nations of Europe. He says: 
“ Prussia especially increases and multiplies, as if she were 
“ one of the new nations planted in immense fertile deserts 
“‘ with a new world to people. Our people (French), on the 
“contrary, increase the annual population only less slowly 
“ than Portugal and Turkey. This is a fact borne out by the 
“ most exact statistical researches. Between 1817 and 1864 
“exactly forty-seven years have elapsed, during that time}; 
“the Prussian population has increased 82 per cent., and 
“the French population only 25 per cent. In the other 
“ German States and in England, the increase had not ex- 
“ ceeded 50 per cent.” The author might further have 
remarked that this increase has taken place in Germany and 
in England in the face of an emigration of millions to America 
and Australia, while that mode of skimming off the youngest 
and most healthy members of the population is altogether 
unknown in France. But M. Dupont-White claims, as a 
counterpoise, that the French, if not prolific, are long-lived, 
and have attained an average existence of thirty-six years. 
But even this improvement in health is not entirely satis- 
factory in a military point of view, for while the total popu- 
lation of France is one-fourth more than that of Prussia, 
the young men fit for soldiers in France are only one- 
fifteenth more numerous than in the latter country. At 
present Prussia has the command of 38 millions of men, 
“‘ which, at the present rate of increase, will in 25 years be 6 5 
“ millions, whilst France will only contain 43 millions, av 4 whet 
“is now called Prussia will then be called Germany.” Between 
1846 and 1864, France has only increased her vopulation b 
5 per cent, or at the rate of 28 per cent. ina century Th 
is the normal rate of increase in France, In the eighteenth 
century it only rose from 19 millici souls to 24 millions, and 
in the seventeenth century from 14 millions’ to only 18 
millions, if the population of the countries conquered be left 
out. These precedent examples of the slow multiplication of 
population in France during two and a half centuries are an 
answer to those who argue that the slow increase is the result 
of the minute division of property which began in the first Re- 
volution, and that all would come right if the liberty of be- 
queathing were restored to fathers, and if each child‘ was not 
in virtue of its birth entitled to an equal share—a law which 
inclines fathers to beget fewer children, in order to limit the 
division of their property. Two centuries before the Christian 
era, Polybius writes of the Greeks, “That the men, given up 
“« to luxury, to avarice, and to idleness, abstained from marry- 
“* ing, and if married would only rear one child, in order to'|/ 
“bring it up in luxury and leave it rich. This,” Polybius| } 
observes, ‘‘is the cause of our depopulation, although we have 
“ neither suffered from pestilence or from long wars.” “The 
“ truth is,” says the French reviewer, on very insufficient 
grounds, “you will not see a population diminish or slacken 
“its increase in any country where the religious duty of 
“ labour is admitted, and where men are no more afraid of 
“ work for their children than for themselves. Amongst the 
a Latin races the Pagan idea of contempt for all work, except 

war and government, still prevails. Hence our (the F rench) 
“ thirst for Government places.” On this theory we would 
venture to observe that the Irish are everywhere prone to 
marriage and multiplication, but not so industrious as the 
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French peasantry, even on the freehold farms of America. “A 
“¢ French father, if he had the power, would not make an 
“« eldest son, and thus make one rich and the rest poor, or at 
“any rate workers for their bread. The idea of equality 
** is agreeable to the French mind, always apt to be attracted 
“by the ideal.” French fathers seldom avail themselves 
of the privilege they possess of bequeathing one-third 
or one-fourth to one child. Out of about 1500 millions 
annually inherited, 3 millions only are the subject of the 
father’s power to bequeath an extra portion to one child. 
It follows that the small increase of 7 per cent. in the popu- 
lation in the quarter ef a century between 1846 and 
1864 cannot be considered as an accidental exception. 
“‘ For centuries France has shown herself slow to increase, 
“apt to annex neighbouring populations.” But there was 
one epoch during the history of France in which, notwith- 
standing the ravages of great wars, the increase of the popu- 
lation amounted to 33 per cent., viz., the fifty years between 
the reign of Louis XVI. and 1831—an increase from 24 
million to 32 million souls. The cause of this increase will 
be found in the division of land brought about by the Revolu- 
tion, when about half the soil of France was confiscated and 
sold, thus creating a new tribe of landed proprietors, who 
thereupon married and begot children. This is the natural 
effect of the security incident to landed property. ‘‘ But,” 
says M. Dupont-White, ‘‘ how is this fecundity to be renewed? 
“‘ whose lands can we take now?” There is much more in 
this article, but it is too political for our columns, although 
well worth réading, especially the remarks on universal suf- 
frage, “‘ which will lead,” he says, ‘to class legislation, that 
“is, laws made by the classes the most indigent and the least 
** educated.” 

M. Justin Armero is a writer whose political opinicns are 
not so prominent, but‘not less earnest than M. Dupont-White’s. 
He is giving a series of Sketches of English Life, Laws, and 
Manners of which we have no reason to complain; but it 
may be doubted whether they will be received with much 
favour by the ruling powers of France. He begins by saying 
that political changes have given great importance to the rural 
populations of France. ‘‘ The importance of a French village 
“is an affair of figures. It consists in the numbers of the 
“‘ population. Under modern principles of government number 
“ is everything, quality is nothing.’”’ Not towns but villages 
decide elections. ‘‘ Before 1789, villages were nothing; be- 
“tween 1789 and 1848, they were something; since 1848, 
“ they are everything. They once had lords, they are now 
“‘ lords and masters.” For a specimen of an English village, 
M. Armero takes one which he calls Fairfield, in Norfolk, 
with 1500 inhabitants, and so far from any station on the Great 
Eastern that he arrived in a two-horse coach. The first thing 
that strikes him as he travels along is the road, not straight 
as in France, between two ditches, but winding in and out 
between hedges or banks of green turf. Fields of turnips and 
corn and pasture, on which bullocks and horses are feeding, 
succeed each other, and from time to time aristocratic man- 
sions come in sight; altogether a contrast to the desert-like 
country traversed by the military roads of France. After 
arriving at the inn, our traveller proceeds to walk through 
the streets and lanes, the one showing comfort and even 
wealth, the other poverty and misery. The shops of the 
market-place surprise him by. the relative abundance and 
wealth of the goods displayed. A brilliant druggist’s shop, 
a not less brilliant display of glass and earthenware, a gun- 
smith with a window full of fowling-pieces, and a shop- 
keeper who combines the business of a baker with the 
profession of a photographer. At one of the angles of the 
square he sees a bookseller and printer, who deals in paper- 
hangings, and is alsu the postmaster of Fairfield, and 
has the office of ‘the telegraph. At a little distance from 
the post-office is a house of two storeys, with three win- 
dows in front, built of bright red brick, rising from a base- 
ment storey of stone. The word “ Bank” is sculptured in 
relief over the door. This door is of solid mahogany, as is the 
custom in England, where this wood is very generally em- 
ployed. The passage is covered with an india-rubber cloth, to 
deaden the sound of footsteps. On the counter, also of ma- 
hogany, lies the copper shovel, which, more fortunate than the 
shovels of Lombard Street, is not always in hand. Those only 
who know the mean and barricaded dens in which the provin- 
cial banker of France, who has. no deposits, and does not under- 
stand cheques, 1s found, can appreciate the surprise with which 








| of an English villager. 
| a second-hand silk bonnet, young and old draw over their 
shoulders, with one corner sweeping the ground, a shawl of 


this account of a branch bank will be read by M. Armero’s 
countrymen. He goes on to describe the picturesque building 
in which the library, museum, and reading-room are esta- 
blished. Thus he summarizes :—Fairfield, a village of 1500 
inhabitants, has gas-works, a bank, a printing office, a telegraph 
office, and shops of which a second-class town in France 
might be proud, The houses of Fairfield are like most Eng- 
| lish houses, little and narrow on the street, but deep enough 
| to secure great comfort. ‘Two windows in front, and one 
storey—rarely two—generally of brick, sometimes plastered ; 
the roof of red tiles or slates; here and there you see thatch, 
The inhabitants who live on their means are easily known by 
| the rustic coquetry of their dwellings. A little garden sepa- 
rates them from the street, and their doors are protected by a 
portico or trellis, covered with roses, clematis, and climbing 
annuals. The churchyard he compares to a “‘ square,” adorned 
with tombs. But Fairfield is not a thorough town. The 

druggist sells pickles and preserved meats ; the watchmaker is, 
' a gunsmith ; one of the shoemakers also makes mattresses, | 
| But the druggist has been a dentist in Paris; the clerk at the 
| bank has kept the books of a merchant at Calcutta. If the 
| grocer does not wear the wonderful white cravat of London’ 
| grocers, he wears a coat, not a blouse. The butcher pulls off 
_ his dogskin gloves before weighing your mutton chops. If, 
| you enter into conversation with all these village gentlemen, 
| in the course of ten minutes they will tell you the news of the. 
world, and they know enough of foreign languages amongst) 
them to set up a whole city on the Continent. Above these! 
tradesmen are the curate, the doctor, some masters of schools ; 
higher still, the lord of the manor (meaning the squire)— 
every village has its manor, and every manor has its lord—| 
and finally, in the environs, all the degrees of aristocracy. 
Below are the agricultural labourers and mechanics. The men’ 
of the village are pretty much like what we expected—of, 
plain appearance and dress; but the same cannot be said of 
the women’ of the same condition of life. What foreigner! 
would believe that they would find at Fairfield so many bon-| 
nets with flowers or feathers, so many shawls, so much imita- | 
tion lace, so many ribbons, and so much silk? The English- | 
woman must be very poor who contents herself with a cotton | 
dress. Besides, none: of you have any idea of the appearance | 
Just as in London, young and old wear 
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some kind, more or less worn or torn. Maid-servants at work 
wear calico gowns, which seem to be their special uniform 
throughout England; but nevertheless, whether they are 
brushing or whitestoning the steps of the front door, or polish- 
ing the brass knocker, they wear a bonnet. They never go 
out on an errand without putting on a shawl, more or less) 
shabby. Cotton may take the place of the silk dress; but to 
walk out in a cap or a handkerchief is not to be endured. In) 
a bonnet and crinoline the washerwoman spreads clothes on 
the line to dry, and it is in crinoline, if not in a bonnet,| 
that the village girls reap the corn. A wooden hoop being 
usually the substitute for steel, the operation is performed 
with the greatest difficulties. But what will not the English-| 
woman do for appearance sake? The artizans and work-| 
men of Fairfield are no more exempt from the mania for) 
dress than the women. Those whom we have seen during the | 
week with head and arms bare, with hammer or pick in| 
hand, appear in complete suits of black, transformed into gentle-| 
men, with a stiff silk hat stuck perpendicularly on each head. 
At Fairfield—a small obscure village—the interiors of the 
houses are as convenient, as agreeable, and as pleasant as ir 
any great town. We must do the English the justice to admit 
that if from time immemorial they have known how to make 
themselves citizens of a free state, they have also secured their 
domestic liberty, tranquillity, and comfort. The poorest, like 





| the richest, enjoy this comfort, because it is the result not, as 
| on the Continent, of more or less luxury, but of certain 
| arrangements which are the same for all classes of society. 

Besides, either from natural taste or in consequence of the 
| climate, the English live more within doors than in the street, 
| and have therefore learned to make home attractive. If you 
| enter any of the houses of Fairfield, you find the simplicity of 
arrangement and the pride of decoration peculiar to the 
English. Everywhere you find proof of taste for natural 
objects, and marks of the cosmopolitan character of the people. 
Chinese ornaments, the arms of savages, minerals, shells, and 
foreign birds alive in cages, or stuffed in cases on the walls. 
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If your host offer you tea, it will be laid out with a complete- 
ness (the word is English, used for want of a synonym in 
French), even in the houses of persons of a humble condition 
as a matter of course, which we should enly expect in France 
from persons “‘ tout-d-fait bien,” and I am not sure that even 
then they would always equal English hosts. Nothing is 
wanting. The cups and saucers are pretty, and of a useful 
shape. The teapot—of an elegant and convenient form—is 
made of a metal which rivals silver in colour. The polished 
knives are sharp. The bread is brought in a carved wooden 
platter; the butter under a glass globe. In France, and in 
other parts of the Continent, we must admit that, even in the 
houses of persons of fortune and education, you would often be 
presented with a cup elegant in form, but difficult to hold, a 
dinted coffee-pot, black or rusty knives, and the rest in the same 
style. M. Armero proceeds to describe, as a specimen of our 
good arrangements, the post-office boxes with their divisions. 
“If the English village presents such a contrast to Paris, 
“it is certainly not, as far as we are concerned, for 
‘want of regulations and functionaries. England is not 
*«* one-tenth so much regulated as France. I have spoken of 
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“ the air of cleanliness that prevails at Fairfield. You see none 


‘* so offensive in every village of France. 
«of England and of France there is a difference, but between 
“the former and a village of the Mediterranean, where the 
“calls of nature are performed in the open streets, there is a 
“great gulf. Civilization has, in those southern villages, re- 
“‘ mained stationary for centuries.” At Fairfield, everybody 


only in London—that is the least anxiety of the inhabitants of 
the village—but all over the world. London is chiefly inte- 
resting as the seat of Parliament. There are no people in the 
world, except the Anglo-Americans, who are so desirous as 
the English to have fresh and accurate news. The manager 
of the bank, the bookseller, the doctor, the druggist, appear 
once a day at the reading-room to talk over the news, for 
there is not one of them who does not take in a paper. 
All the humbler villagers who can read either take in a penny 
newspaper or pay for reading the Times. The indispensable 





cheap a rate as possible. When the expense of a whole 
newspaper is too much, several club together to share tlie 
\pleasure. But if a paper can be got for nothing, that is « 
|treat—a triumph. As we walk in the market-place, studying, 
||as well as we can, the news from France in a paper fresh from) 
|| London; we are followed by three or four smiling little boys 
jjand girls. ‘* What do you want, my children ?” 
li “* newspaper, when you have done with it.” ‘‘ What for?” 
'|“* To read it at home!” And with that hope they will follow 
| you for hours. No present is more acceptable to an English 
|| village child than a newspaper. If you wish to see the 
| anxiety with which these villagers seek political news, go on 
| Saturday, hen the London weekly newspapers are delivered 
jat the bookseller’s in the market-place. The fact that the 
parcel has arrived spreads through the village like light- 
ning, and the shop is besieged like a baker’s in time of 
famine. The newspapers arrive in blocks like rolls of 
cloth, and the bookseller tries to deliver them folded in eight, 
four, or two; but, with all the assistance of his family, he 
is not able to deliver them sufficiently fast for the impatience 
of his customers. They help themselves, and in a few minutes 
the whole stock is distributed. And these simple, heavy, silent 
rustics, whose brains are constantly struggling against the 
stupifying effect of beer, and who are at work all the week, 
will pass Saturday evening and part of Sunday in reading the 
news of the whole world during the preceding week. Their 
curiosity is not disappointed, for the English newspapers, 
although not entitled universal (like the Moniteur) are 
omnivorous in their contents, and tell all that is possible 
to tell about every country. Unstamped, untaxed, unfettered, 
by any regulating laws, for a penny they convey to the 
most remote rural districts the history of the world for the 
preceding seven days, condensed in a methodical, almost an 
encyclopzedic, form, fit for busy men to whom time is money. 
I do not speak of the number of instructive periodicals, which 
the workmen in towns and villages buy by hundreds of thou- 
{8ands—and which, if similar works were published in France, 
would be considered as only fit for tradesmen (Ja bourgeoisie), 
who would not buy them—but of political newspapers. Thus 
jjit comes to pass that the villagers of Fairfield understand 
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“of the heaps of garbage, dung, and worse, which are | 
Between the village | 
'** toward London. A little before the hour at which it may be 


reads, everybody is desirous of knowing what is taking place, not | 





thing is to read the news; the next thing is to read it at as | 
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geography as well as a French student fresh from his college. 
They are able to talk about the politics of all the countries of 
the two hemispheres, and this they do with modest reserve, 
like people who doubt their own opinions, and who know that 
there are others more enlightened and more competent to draw 
conclusions on foreign affairs than themselves. What a dis- 
tance, what a gulf, lies between the healthy thirst for news 
and the abundant supply of information in an English village, 
and the stolid indifference of the French villager. Even if the! 
latter’s. curiosity were to be awakened, it would be impossible 
for him to satisfy it for a sum within his possible means. And 
yet, while the English peasant has no political power, the 
French peasant has all the power. Which of the two, then, ought 
to be educated most carefully ? After this very flattefing picture, 
M. Armero proceeds to discuss the question of morals and 
social condition, and there his opinion is not quite so favour- 
able, and will give the employers of village labour something to 
think of and discuss :—“ As long as it is daylight in Fairfield the 
“« ladies who condescend to clean the steps or reap the corn—for 
“ there are no women, they are all ladies—behave pretty well. 
«Every evening a mail-coach, a relic of the ante-railway 
“« period, drawn by four horses, arrives from a neighbouring 
‘‘ town, stops in the market-place before an hotel, leaves some 
“ travellers or takes some up, and then continues on its road 








“expected, a number of young girls, in bonnets or hats and) 
shawls, walk backwards and forwards, or assemble in groups | 
in the market-place, waiting for their friends and acquaint- | 
ances (amongst the gentlemen) who are likely to come by 

“the coach. Every day, at the same hour, the same groups,| 
“with the same giggling, are waiting for another series of| 
friends and acquaintances. If you walk through the streets 
of Fairfield at night, by the light of the gas, or the moon) 
“‘ when the gas is not lighted, you will be surprised to find so) 
“many unknown female friends wishing you ‘ Good night’| 
“from dark passages and gloomy corners. The fact is that, 
“in one respect, Fairfield is as bad as London. This corup-') 
“ tion is due to poverty and the love of luxury. The poverty | 
“ is great in Fairfield, as in all the villages in England!” In} 
this statement M. Armero was not far wrong, and, if he had | 
spoken in the past tense, he would have been perfectly right ; 

but he has made a very pardonable mistake when he goes on) 
to say that the English Jabourer has become poorer in propor- | 
tion as the employer has become richer; that labourers) 
no longer have their rood of garden land, and pig fatten- 

ing in the sty; and that all sorts of cruel expedients| 
are adopted to drive the labourer from the country and from) 
villages since the introduction of labour-saving machinery. | 
The exact reverse is the fact. The misery of the agricultural | 
labourer was at its lowest depths at the conclusion of the 

great continental wars. It has steadily improved since the 
introduction of agricultural machinery, which involves more | 
permanent and less casual labour. The change of the law of 
settlement, as we pointed out in our last “Notes,” has taken 
away the incentive to depopulating parishes. .Rich farmers, 
using’ the best machinery, always bring about higher wages. 
For low wages you must go to Devonshire, where machinery 
is scarcely used, and farmers are neither rich nor great. There 
is much to mend in the position of the labourer ; but it has 
improved rapidly, and is improving still more rapidly with 
rising wages, cheaper food and clothes, and easier means of| 
travelling and emigrating. But M. Armero points to a real 
blot when he says : “‘ The female corruption of which Fairfield 

“« offers examples arises from love of display. Nowhere is this 
“ passion more developed than in England. The distinction of 
«« classes and ranks being more marked than in any other Euro- 

“« pean country, there is a general desire and attempt amongst 
‘« the lower classes to dress like the higher. Clerks and shop-| 
“‘ keepers in England dress like Ministers of State on the Con- i} 
“tinent. And if this is the weakness of men, the weakness of } 
« the women may be imagined. A working woman will have a } 
“bonnet, a shawl, a dress of the fashionable shape, however 
“ greasy, old, ragged, or dirty, instead of a clean-cap and warm | 
«« cloak, such as would have satisfied her grandmother. If, then, | 
* Fairfield has the advantage of education over a similar village | 
“in France, the latter would have the advatitage in point of| 
“morals, There can be no question that no such open 

“‘ depravity is to be found in the villages of the north of 
“« France as that exhibited in the streets of Fairfield; and as to 
“ the villages on the Mediterranean, there any open back~- 
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conclusion will no doubt rather astonish those who have always 
taken it for granted that chastity was a virtue more common in 
England than in France. With one more extract from this 
instructive picture we conclude :—‘ The exclusively civil cha- 
« yacter of Fairfield is not one of its least remarkable charac- 
“ teristics to a Frenchman. There is no armed gendarme: 
“one policeman, dressed like those of London—a man of 
“mild manners and countenance—from time to time strolls 
« down the street. This wonderfully good-tempered creature 
« js the only representative of authority in Fairfield. In England, 
“ the State as carefully avoids appearing as on the Continent it 
“ insists on obtruding. It neither meddles with the public nor 
“the private affairs of the inhabitants. If Fairfield was in 
“France, the Government would appoint the mayor, the 
“the curate, and the schoolmaster. In France, Fairfield 
“would be the chef-lieu de canton. There would be a paid 
“ magistrate, un grefier, un huissier, a medical inspector of 
“ wet-nurses, a brigadier of police, un conducteur (some of 
“these titles are not translateable), all named and paid by 
“the Government, and forming a nomadic, discontented, 
|| “ scandal-breeding colony.” 





THE INSTITUTION OF CIVIL ENGINEERS AND 
MR. SCOTT RUSSELL. 


On Wednesday last a meeting of the members of the 
Institution of Civil Engineers was held, to receive the report 
of the council on the alleged improper conduct of Mr. J. Scott 
Russell in certain business transactions with the firm of Sir 
William Armstrong and Co., relating to the manufacture of 
munitions of war for the American Government or one of its 
States in the year 1864, during the height of the American 
conflict. It is alleged, on the one hand, that Mr. Russell was 
only an agent in the matter, and that he received in that 
capacity a larger sum of money than he handed over to the 
firm of Sir William Armstrong and Co. ; but it is asserted, on 
the other hand, that he was a principal, purchasing of the one 
party and selling to the other, and that, as the transactions 
were in themselves very complicated, and carried on under 
conditions involving much mystery, many disputes arose both 
as to the due execution of the contract by the one and the 
extent of the pecuniary liability of the other. Ultimately, 
however, a certain arrangement was effected by the solicitors 
of the contracting parties. Subsequently the story got abroad, 
and was told with manifest disadvantage to Mr. Russell, and 
probably with many exaggerations; upon which the Institu- 
tion, at its last general meeting, was moved to take cognizance 
of the rumour by refusing to re-elect Mr. Russell to the 
council. The meeting declined to act upon this suggestion, 
or to entertain the question for itself, but referred the matter, 
whatever that might be, to the consideration and report of the 
4/council. What has since occurred we are not informed of, but 
it is stated that the council by a majority decided and reported 
that Mr. Russell’s reply was not satisfactory, and that the 
justice of this decision was impugned by Mr. Russell, who 
thereupon appealed to the general body. The discussion of 
Wednesday appears not to have dealt with the merits of the 
case, but rather to have dealt with what is certainly a prior 
and, indeed, still remains a very grave subject for the Insti- 
tution to consider—namely, whether, by their charter, or 
their bye-laws, or in any other way, they can properly and 
safely enter upon inquiries which, if to be entered upon at all, 
should manifestly be first adjudicated upon by the courts of 
law, to which any one of the aggrieved parties might have re- 
sorted if it had thought proper to do so. It is certain the | 
machinery of this, and of every other learned society, not even | 
excluding that of the Inns of Court—as we know by the scandal 
which arose out of the recent abortive attempt of one of those 
bodies to try by irregular means the conduct of one of its mem- 
bers—is utterly incompetent to investigate and deal with ques- 
tions of this kind. Such a society is necessarily deficient in 
the judicial faculty; it has no power to summon witnesses, to 
administer an oath, or to compel the production of papers; it 
has no rules to govern its proceedings, no judge to advise and 
direct, and, consequently, no ability to discriminate on the 
numerous nice and intricate points of commercial law, and the 
rights of the litigants which are said to be involved in this 
most unfortunate case. Moreover, it sits in camerd, and has 
consequently neither a bar nor a public to watch its proceed- 
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ings, and thereby secure an orderly and unbiassed investigation 


and a logical decision, delivered with authority and com- 


manding of respect. For our own part we think the Insti- 
tution has acted precipitately on this occasion, and that 
although it might possibly come to some safe opinion and line 
of action if it had before it the judgment of an authorized 
tribunal, yet that it has no right to proceed in an extra judicial 
manner, and, in the absence of any such judgment, to sub- 
stitute itself for that tribunal, and to arrive at decisions in 
reference to matters unconnected with the Institution, which 
must necessarily be highly prejudicial to either one or the 
other, and perhaps to several of the persons whose names 
have been connected with the transactions in issue. We un- 
derstand that so far the efforts of the meeting of Wednesday 
last have been simply nugatory—that the good sense of the 
majority prevailed to save the Institution from any immediate 
action—but that the correspondence and papers, said to be}| 
very voluminous, are to be printed for circulation amongst the | 
members, and that the meeting now stands adjourned to the | 
15th of May next. It should, then, as it seems to us, be con-| 
sidered whether this or any other like institution can possibly 
accept references of this character, and where and how the line | 
is to be drawn, so as at once to secure justice to an accused 
person, and to prevent this irregular court being resorted to 
by any complaining member of the body, to the annoyance of 
any other member against whom he has, or imagines he has, a 
grievance, but whom he does not think fit to cite before a 
legally constituted tribunal. We think the decision, and the 
reasons for it, to which the House of Commons came when Sir 
Morton Peto moved for an inquiry, virtually into his own 
conduct, but nominally into the conduct of the London, 
Chatham, and Dover Railway Company, should be studied and 
imitated by the members of the Institution of Civil Engineers ; 
and that the dangerous precedent now sought to be established 
should be cautiously avoided, for if not, we may well ask, 
“Who is to become the next victim to the newly creaetd 
Moloch of the Engineers ?” 

Notwithstanding our expressed opinion that the vicarious 
interference of the Institution in this affair should have been 
avoided, we are exceedingly curious to peruse the promised 
documents, because of their political importance at the present 
conjuncture, when the American Government is pressing its 
claims upon the British Government for compensation and re- 
dress, by reason that an English ship-builder had, as they allege, || 
furnished to the Confederate Government a ship of war, or a 
ship which had subsequently become a ship of war, and that 
thereby great damage had been inflicted on the mercantile 
marine of the Northern States. Now, if it be true that the 
American Government were concerned in the alleged transac- 
tions, and that they were themselves at the same period|| 
secretly purchasers from the manufacturers of this country of || 
munitions of war, to be employed, or which were employable, || 
against the Southern belligerents, it follows that the com-|| 
plaint of the American Government against our Government || 
must of necessity fail, for then by their owg acts they 
have admitted the principle that the English workshops 
—the workshops of a neutral State—may be resorted to by 
any belligerent State able and willing to engage their services. 
How far, however, it was proper for the American Govern- 
ment, or for the firm of Sir William Armstrong and Co., to 
conceal their operations under cover of the name of Mr. Scott 
Russell, we must leave the world to judge. If Mr. Scott 
Russell were a mere agent in the matter, he was an agent to 
the knowledge, and, as it appears to us, the morally guilty 
knowledge, of one or other of the principals; but if he were 
not an agent, but himself a principal, then, perhaps, the firm 
of Sir William Armstrong and Co. may be exonerated from |} 
their asserted participation in a bargain which must necessarily 
add one further element of difficulty to the complications of 
international law and belligerent rights, and as well to the 
maintenance of the amicable relations we and our transatlantic 
cousins are inferred to hold towards each other. Supposing, 
however, that Mr. Scott Russell were a de facto agent, it 
remains to be seen—and this the papers will possibly disclose 
—whose agent he was. If he were the agent of Sir William 
Armstrong and Co. (a firm constituted in part of Sir William 
Armstrong and Captain Noble, both then or recently previous 
officers of Her Majesty), it will be almost unnecessary to 
suggest to our readers the false position in which that firm 
has placed itself; but if he were the agent of the American 
Government, it is impossible that that Government can by any 
plausibility of argument escape a fall from the high position it 
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jexcited among the holders of such property against the 
jthreatened confiscation, which amounts inferentially to a re- 
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has assumed on the Alabama controversy. If both these par- 
ties repudiate the agency, then Mr. Scott Russell was, as he 
savs he was, to all intents a principal, and whilst becoming 
thus relieved from the imputation originally made against him 
hy the idle tongue of gossip, must nevertheless account to his 
fellow-countrymen, but not to the Institution, for having 
become concerned, at a critical moment, in transactions which 
in their consequences might have contributed to the disturb- 
ance of the peace of nations. 








Circular to Gas Compantes. 





Tue Government must by this time heartily regret having 
proposed to attack the property of the metropolitan gas com- 


jpanies, and through them to threaten to tamper with the 


property of shareholders in joint-stock companies gene- 
rally. Within ten days the unprecedented number of 2566 
petitions of companies and of shareholders were presented 
to the House of Commons, protesting against the threatened 
confiscation of their properties. The respectable portion of 
the public press has also raised its voice against such a confis- 
cation of property as proposed by the Government Bill. Fol- 


|| lowing the example set by the Morning Post, the Daily News, 
|{and the Standard, the Times and the Saturday Review, the two 
{| most influential exponents of public opinion, have, in admirable 


leading articles, which we reprint in other portions of our pre- 


jjsent issue, given vent td their indignation at the proposed 


spoliation, without compensation, of property guaranteed by 
There has, indeed, been such a general feeling 


pudiation of all existing parliamentary contracts, that the Bill 
is to all appearance doomed. Those who urged the Govern- 
ment to adopt the measure should gain wisdom by this second 
failure, and learn to avoid grasping at too much in future. In 
1860 the attempt to confiscate 2 per cent. of the authorized 
dividends of the gas companies caused the Bill to be sent back 
to the committee, by whom it was so amended that the Act 
has proved on the whole beneficial to the companies, who 
have since earned the amount of profits they were authorized 
to divide. So, again, the present proposal to confiscate 3 per 
cent. of the dividends of which the companies are in actual 
receipt, has raised a storm which, in all probability will prove 
fata] to the Bill on its second reading. 

A deputation from the gas, water, and railway companies 
had an interview with the President and the late President 
of the Board of Trade on the 4th inst., at which the 
injustice of the Bill and the disastrous effects which the 
measure proposed could not fail to produce on the owners 
of gas property were very ably stated by Mr. Baxter, whose 
arguments were supported by Mr. Burke, and by several direc- 
tors of metropolitan gas companies, and also by gentlemen 
connected with other joint-stock undertakings. Mr. Baxter 
said the gas companies were quite prepared to go before a come 
mittee of the House of Commons to meet any inquiry as to 
price, the quality of the gas, or as to the question of distribu- 
tion; but they objected to the Bill, because, in the first place, 
‘it proposed to confiscate more than £150,000 a year of realized 
income, which the companies had been enjoying for some years 
past. He asserted, and appealed to the President of the Board 
of Trade to confirm the assertion, that such an attempt to 
interfere with realized profits had never yet occurred in the 
history of British legislation. Mr. Baxter then proceeded to 
explain what would be the effect of reducing the maximum 
price of gas from 4s. 6d. to 3s. 6d. per 1000 feet, observing 
that every 6d. in price represents 4 per cent. of dividend; so 
that 1s. 3d. would represent the whole 10 per cent. authorized 
to be received by the companies. He mentioned that the gas 
companies had voluntarily reduced the price of gas from 4s. 6d. 
to 4s., by which the public were benefited to the extent of 
£350,000 a year, but that the present Bill proposed a further 
reduction in price and an increase of illuminating power, which 
would annihilate all profits. Under such circumstances, the 
proposal to authorize the companies to increase the amount of 
dividends when the price was further reduced, or the illumi- 
nating power increased, was offering a condition which could 
never be realized. The power proposed to be given to the 
Metropolitan Board of Works and the Commissioners of Sewers 
to purchase the works of the gas companies was next objected 








to, as it would be unfair to subject capital found by private 
enterprise to competition with a public body who fought with 
the public rates, and would be always able to make up any loss 
caused by lowering the price of gas too much, by imposing a 
fresh rate. With respect to other parts of the Bill, Mr. Baxter 
said the provisions embraced theories which had been floating 
about for 16 years in committees, and had been rejected 
again and again; and the gas companies were not afraid 
to meet them once more; but those provisions of the Bill 
which sanctioned prineiples of confiscation could only be satis- 
forily disposed of by being withdrawn. Mr. Burke pointed 
out the onerous obligation imposed bythe Metropolis Gas Act on 
gas companies, for the first time, of supplying gas whenever 
required, and the difficult position in which his company—the 
Imperial—were placed, of being compelled to supply gas with- 
out being able to obtain power from Parliament to raise the 
money required to enable them todo so. Alluding to the offer 
of the metropolitan gas companies last year, to the committee 
of inquiry, to reduce the maximum price to 4s. per 1000 feet, 
and to raise the standard of illuminating power to 14 candles, 
he proposed that the present Bill should be withdrawn, and 
that the gas companies should be allowed to prepare a Bill 
themselves in accordance with those suggestions, which were 
then thought fit and reasonable. Sir Stafford Northcote, in 
his reply to the observations of the members of the deputation, 
admitted that if the Bill proposed to reduce a parliamentary 
guarantee of 10 per cent. to 7 per cent., it would be a mea- 
sure of confiscation ; but he conceived there was a mistake in 
so stating the question. He defended the provisions of the 
Bill on the ground that when 10 per cent. was guaranteed by 
Parliament, gas companies had no monopoly of supply, and 
that, by the proposed measure, the companies would have the 
power, by improved management, of realizing more than the 
10 per cent. said to be guaranteed. The prices named and 
the proposed rate of dividend were, he said, merely introduced 
provisionally, and might be altered in committee, and he was 
willing that both should be left blank in the Bill. In the course 
of the discussion Mr. Russell, the chairman of the Western 
Company, stated that, in consequence of the continued agita- 
tion, the shares of that company, which were once selling at £18, 
had gone down to £13 10s., though 10 per cent. was paid 
upon them; and Mr. Gray, of the City Company, said the 
introduction of the Bill, and the agitation on the subject, had 
reduced the value of gas property in London to the extent of 
£160,000. 

Mr. Beck, the governor of the Chartered Company, and 
Mr. Baxter, have since had an interview with the Duke of 
Richmond, the successor of Sir Stafford Northcote as Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade, to submit to him the views of 
the metropolitan gas companies respecting legislation on the 
supply of gas, with special reference to the provisions of the 
Bill now before Parliament. Those views are fully expressed 
in the following memorandum :— 

The companies, as in 1860, do not seek anything at the hands of Parlia- 
ment, and, therefore, are not promcters of legislation, and at the interview 
with which they were honoured by the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department and Sir Stafford Northcote, in November last, they suggested 
that it was better to leave the Corporation of the City of London and other 
parties who complained of a grievance to bring forward their own measures 
for remedying it. This was the course taken by Sir George Cornewall 
Lewis when applied to in 1860, and the local authorities then lodged their 
own Bill. As the companies case was not heard last session, they saw no 
reason why this course should be departed from on this occasion, 

If, however, the Government should consider themselves pledged to legis- 
lation, the companies do not wish to place any obstruction in the way, and 
would support any reasonable measure, but they would respectfully urge 
that the present Bill should be withdrawn. 

With regard to its chief provisions, the companies, as invited, proceed to 


express their views. 

he provisions of this Bill, to which the companies cannot assent in any 

‘orm, are :— 

A 1. The repeal of the following sections of “ The Metropolis Gas Act ”—viz., 
section 2, incorporating the provisions of the Gas-Works Clauses Act, 1847, 
with respect to the amount of profits to be received by the shareholders; 
and section 40, which authorizes the companies to raise the price of gas upon 
an advance in the cost of labour, coal, and other material, subject to arbi- 
tration in case of dispute. 

2. The provision (clause 34) which would deprive shareholders of the 
actual income they are now receiving of 10 per cent. under the Gas-Works 
Clauses Act, confirmed by the Metropolis Gas Act, and substitute a maxi- 
mum of 7 per cent. ‘ 

3. The provision authorizing bodies empowered to raise money by public 
rating to purchase gas undertakings, and virtually enter into eompetition 
with private capital, thus encouraging local authorities to attatk’gas com- 
ee throughout the country, with a view to depreciate, and then purchase 
the property. 

e pan which need modification are :— 

1. The Gas Board ought not to be a permanent body, but be appointed 

from time to time to report, and as soon as the report is made to be ipso 
Sacto superseded. 
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In order that there may be on the Board‘a person of actual experience in 
the manufacture and distribution of gas in London, it would be but reason- 
able that the companies should appoint one member, the other two being 
appointed by the Board of Trade. ‘ 

2. The details as to illuminating power and test of purity, and as to test- 
ing places and apparatus, and the period of testing, require modification in 
order to be fairly workable. : 

3. The companies do not object to the appointment of examiners by the 
Metropolitan Board and Commnissioners of Sewers, nor to the appointment 
of a chief gas examiner by the Board of Trade, but the mode of appeal from 
the examiners to the chief examiner is not sufficiently defined. 

4. Unless under very exceptional circumstances, gas cannot, at present, 
be furnished throughout the metropolis under 4s. per 1000 cubic feet with 
a minimum illuminating power of 14 candles, admitting of the authorized 
ofit. Although the subject of gas has been before Parliament 190 times 
in the last 11 years, the companies opponents have, in their communica- 
tions with the Board of Trade, quoted only one case in which so low a rate 
as 3s. 6d. has been prescribed for 14-candle gus—viz., the Act of the 
Brighton and Hove Company. This Act was passed last session under 
very peculiar circumstances, and the companies now append a statement of 
the Brighton and Hove Company's accounts for the past half year’s work- 
ing, from which it will be seen that they have only obtained a profit of 43 
per cent., instead of their accustomed 10 per cent. There cannot be a 
stronger proof of the unreasonableness of inserting so low a price in the 
Metropolis Gas Bill as 3s. 6d. for 14-candle gas. ; 

5. The penalties by reduction of price would be exceedingly oppressive, 

and the mode of enforcing them most unjust, there being (besides other 

objections) an entire absence of any provision for such accidents as may be 

beyond the control of the companies. 

G. The reports of the chief gas examiner ought to have no reference to 
rice. 

, 7. The periods of payment for gas should not be prescribed by the Act, 

but left entirely in the diseretion of the companies. 

|| 8 The companies do not object to an anditor to be appointed by the 

|| Board of Trade, but his duties are not properly defined. f 

9. The pressure prescribed by clause 41 is unreasonable and unnecessarily 

wasteful of the gas, and therefore against the interests of all parties. 

10. Exceptions ought to be admitted in clause 43, as in the Gas Act, 1860, 

section 37. The supply to the public lamps subjects the company to greater 

waste and loss of gas than auy other service. Cases occur in which large 

establishments pay for all their gas, as measured at one inlet by one or 

more ineters, the consumer bearing the waste in distribution. In these 

cases a lower price ought not to be prohibited. 

11. The provision in clause 51is objectionable. It would only encourage 

repeated agitation, and unsettle and depreciate the undertakings. 

12. The burner defined in the second schedule of the Act is only suited to 

jeommon gas. The cannel gas burner has been omitted. 


(| Such was the position of affairs when Sir Stafford Northcote 
',on the 11th inst., in compliance with a promise, moved that 
| the second reading of the Bill should be deferred until Monday, 
||the 29th inst. The representatives of the gas companies 
||assented to the motion, but Mr. E. H. J. Craufurd, the Mem- 
|| ber for the Ayrshire boroughs, who is interested in provincial 
|| gas companies, moved that the Bill be read a second time on 
| that day six months; on which amendment an important debate 
| ‘ensued, for a report of which we refer our readers to our par- 
| liamentary intelligence. Mr. Craufurd commented strongly 
|,on the confiscatory provisions of the Bill, observing that it 
| would have been quite as justifiable to propose to reduce the 
| 











| Three per Cents. to Two per Cents. as to reduce the gua- 
ranteed dividends of the gas companies from 10 per cent. to 7. 
Sir Stafford Northcote, in reply to his remarks, adverted to 
‘the interview with the representatives of the gas companies, 
-and to their propositions in the foregoing memorandum, which 
he said the Government had under their consideration. He 
further expressed the hope that he should, after Easter, be able 
‘to make a proposition which the gas companies would accept, 
‘and that an arrangement would be come to satisfactory to all 
\parties. Sir Stafford Northcote then entered into an explana- 
|tion, with a view to defend the provisions of the Bill, and he 
|is reported to have said that the committee of inquiry last year 
|reported that the conditions of the Act of 1860 had not been 
fulfilled. It is important that such an assertion should be 
lcontradicted ; for the only plea on which the provisions of the 
‘Bill now before the House could be justified would be, that the 
gas companies had not fulfilled the obligations imposed on 
them by the Metropolis Gas Act. The fact is, that although 
ithe case of the gas companies was not heard by the committee, 
|there is not a single word in their report to the effect that they 
had not complied with the provisions of the Act. 

It is gratifying to perceive ‘that Sir Stafford Northcote was 
most earnest in protesting against the description which has 
been given of the confiscating character of the Bill, and in de- 
claring that in his opinion nothing could be more untrue than 
to say that the object of the Bill was to provide that a gua- 
ranteed dividend of 10 per cent. was to be reduced to 7 per 
cent. There never was, he said, ‘‘a more incorrect description 
“of a Bill.” This asseveration confirms the opinion expressed 
by the Times that Sir Stafford Northcote was ignorant of the 
provisions of his own Bill, and it is satisfactory to find that he 
does not acquiesce in the principles of repudiation and confis- 
eation which, in the minds of those who have read and well 








considered it, the Bill manifestly affirms. It is nothing less 
than a mockery to propose to substitute for realized 10 per 
cent. dividends a sliding scale commencing at 7 per cent., 
which might rise to 12 per cent. or upwards on impossible 
conditions. Were it proposed to Sir Stafford Northcote to 
reduce his rents one-third, and to substitute a sliding scale by 
which they might be doubled when his tenants realized 80s, 
per quarter for wheat, on full crops, we incline to think he 
would regard that as a measure of confiscation, even though 
he might not be able to produce a parliamentary guarantee of 
his existing rental. Yet in such a position would he practi- 
cally place the metropolitan gas companies. At the prices 
named in the Bill it is doubtful whether more than 4 per cent. 
profit could be realized—certainly not more than 5 per cent. ; 
yet the companies are told, as if in derision, that by reducing 
the prices still further they would have the privilege of paying 
unlimited dividends. The fact that, at the present prices and 
with the present standard of illuminating power, the metropo- 
litan gas companies have during the last half year been unable 
to earn sufficient to pay their authorized dividends without 
drawing largely on their reserved funds, is a significant indi- 
cation of what their position would be were they compelled 
to supply 14-candle gas at 3s. 6d. per 1000 feet. It is true, 
Sir Stafford Northcote states, that the figures were introduced 
into the Bill only provisionally, and he offered to withdraw 
them altogether; and it is possible, by proper adjustment, the 
property of the gas companies might be protected with the 
admission of the principle of the sliding scale. But it would 
be dangerous, under any circumstances, to recognize the inter- 
ference with the rate of dividends guaranteed by Parliament 
on the mere ground of expediency, and the gas companies 
are right in insisting on the rejection of the Bill unless 
that objectionable clause be withdrawn. In the mean- 
time the opponents of the gas companies are not idle. 
Though not satisfied with the provisions of the Bill, they are 
disposed to let it pass the second reading, so that they may 
amend it to suit their views in committee. It appears, by a 
letter in the Standard, from a noted City agitator, that it is 
proposed to establish a petition manufactory, for the purpose 
of inundating the House of Commons with petitions in favour 
of the Bill from individual gas consumers ; but we do not think 
this attempt to infuse life into a measure that seems doomed 
to die will have much effect in sustaining its vitality. 

The debate on the Bill in the House of Commons was, on 
the motion of Mr. Ayrton, adjourned to the 29th, before which 
time it is to be hoped the Board of Trade and the gas compa- 
nies will be able to agree to the adoption of some reasonable 
measure, which will have a chance of becoming an Act during 
the present session. It is to the interest of the gas companies 
to settle the question without delay, while they have the sup- 
port of the joint-stock interest and the sympathy of the leading 
organs of the press. 
part they may lose both. 

The extreme pressure on our limited columns compels us 
very reluctantly to defer the publication of Dr. Frankland’s 
two concluding lectures on coal gas, now in type, and which, 
together with the previous ones, will be reprinted as a pam- 
phlet before the issue of our next number. 








Correspondence, 


TAR AS FUEL. 

S1r,—I see that the subject of consuming tar economically 
under gas-retorts is likely to be discussed in your JouRNAL, and 
I think the importance of the subject is manifest by the increasing 
yearly supply and the diminished demand for tar. 

I have been enabled to consume the tar here lately in the ordi- 
nary coke furnaces by means of a water-shoot, kept cool by a 
flow of water constantly passing through it, on the principle of 
“tuyere” used for blast-furnaces. As by this plan the shoot is 
always cool, it allows a small stream of tar to be delivered 
through it on to the hot coke, without waste and without 
choking up. 

I may mention that, by using the water-shoot, 24 gallons of 
tar and 3 ecwt. of coke forms sufficient fuel for carbonizing 
45 cwt. of coal in 24 hours, and the heats are good and regular. 
Should the stock of tar run short, the shoots may be removed in 
a few minutes, and coke used in the ordinary way. 

In using angle iron or pipe shoots they soon get red hot, and 
two-thirds of the tar is burnt to waste in them before it reaches 
the furnaces; besides which they require constant attendance, as 
they soon choke up and burn away rapidly. 





By a false move at this juncture on their|| 











=) - 





-* 


























April 16, 1867.) 


The shoots I use are hollow rectangular boxes which I had, 
cast. They cost 3s. 6d. each, and the wrought-iron gas-tube I 
had screwed in afterwards by one-of our fitters on the works. 

The accompanying sketch of the shoot may be interesting to 
many of your readers, as probably some of them may have used 
a similar contrivance, and can suggest improvements. 

Gas- Works, Longton, Staffordshire, JOHN OHREN. 

April 5, 1867. 
SECTION THROUGH A B. 
Metal. 





















ELEVATION. 




















EXPLANATION OF DrawiInc. 
a, Inlet for cold water—}-inch wrought-iron tube reduced to j-inch 
inside box. - 
6, Outlet for hot water—}-inch wrought-iron tube. 
c, Stand-pipe for conveying hot waste water to cistern in retort-house— 
34-inch wrought-iron tube with }-inch by }4-inch socket, into which the 
outlet for hot water dips, but is not attached. 
s, Shoot for conveying tar to f{urnace—1-inch weought-iron tube, with T 
on outlet for ranning the tar in. 


Register of New Patents. 


2333.—Rozsert AnrHuony Harpcastte, of the town and county of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, for ‘‘ Improvements in apparatus for mea- 
suring and indicating the quantity of liquid drawn off thereby.” 
Patent dated Sept. 11, 1866, 

The object of this invention is effected by the interposition of a 
cistern or tank of known capacity, which first receives from the 
vessel of supply the liquid to be measured. The number of times 
this cistern or tank is replenished is registered, and it then remains 
at the option of the operator how much or how little of the contents 
of this cistern are drawn off at each manipulation. Connected with 
this tank or cistern is a cock or other suitable contrivance, arranged 








cistern is closed, nor filled, or even partially filled, without being 
and exit of the liquid. This can be used if required as a float for 


inlet and exit to and from the measuring-cistern may be in the same 
plug, or two plugs may be employed, or,the cock and valve actuated 
by the same handle. ‘These openings in the cock or cocks and valves 
are to be so made that they fill the cistern at one part of their 
revolution and empty the same at the other:part. The covers of the 
cocks, plugs, or other contrivances are so:arranged that both operations 
can be simultaneously carried on, and catches, springs, or other 
means, are so arranged as to prevent the attendant from filling the 


to be drawn from the cistern in any convenient quantity. 


the city of Manchester, dyer, for ‘‘ Improvements in apparatus for 
sanitary purposes.” Patent dated Sept. 12, 1866. 

This invention consists, first, in an improved apparatus for, and mode 
of disinfecting sewers, and, consequently, the rivers into which the 
sewers flow ; secondly, in making the waste water from public water- 
taps available for flushing privies ; and lastly, an improved mode of 
constructing the ash+pits of privies. The details of the invention are 
not given apart from the drawings. 


2357.—GrorGE Henperson and Davin M‘Nett, both of Blackfriars 
Road, in the co. of Surrey, for ‘‘ Improvements in hydraulic gas- 
chandeliers and in gas-regulators applicable thereto, and to other 
gas-burners or meters.’’ Provisional protection only obtained. 
Dated Sept. 13, 1866. 

This invention relates to certain improvements in the construction 

of hydraulic gas-chandeliers, the object being to afford greater secu- 

tity and safety from escape from gas, and consequent explosions 
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so that the cistern can only be partially filled when the exit from the | 


registered, and can never receive an addition of liquid while being | 
emptied. A small air-valve attached to the cistern allows the inlet 


allowing the height of the liquid in the measuring-cistern to be | 
ascertained. ‘When a cock is used it can be so constructed that the | 


cistern without registration, but at the same time to allow the liquor | 


2346.—Tuomas Wueetuovusr, of 27, Mary Street, Strangeways, in | 


than is afforded by the present chandeliers; and, secondly, to im. | 
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provements in gas-regulators applicable to such chandeliers, and also 
other burners and meters, whereby the flow of gas may be regulated 
at will, in order to give the requisite extent of flame, according to 
the purpose required. For this purpose it is proposed to apply to 
the exterior of the vertical tube of the chandelier a glass tube which 
is open at both ends, and rested in a water-tight manner on a socket 
or cup, screwed to the chandelier tube. The top of the glass tube is 
then rendered water-tight, and a similar cup screwed down thereon 
by a thread on the chandelier tube, in which one or more apertures 
are made to allow of the flow of water into the glass tube. The 
chandelier tube must be supplied with a sufficient quantity of water, 
so that when the chandelier is drawn down to its lowest position the 
level of the water shall be within or above the glass tube, by which 
means it can always be known whether the chandelier is properly 
supplied with water. Ifthe water does not appear within the glass 
it will be necessary to supply more, and for the sake of more ready 
observation it is proposed to mix some prominent colour in the water, 
such as a red, blue, or green. 

The regulator consists, firstly, of a cap, with a female screw, to 
screw on the gas-pipe. This cap is tubular, and is furnished with a 
milled edge, for screwing it to the pipe by hand. Above the milled 
edge the cap is formed with a male screw, for the reception of a second 
cap or cover. Above the male screw the cap terminates by a de- 
creased outer diameter of tube, and is furnished. with a covered 
cylinder fitting round it, and capable of being turned thereon. The 
cylinder and tube are perforated with two or more holes in corre- 
sponding positions, so that the cap may be turned to expose the 
apertures completely, or partly or wholly close the same, thus regu- 
lating the flow of the gas from the pipe. The second cap is then 
screwed over the first to its male screw, and thus the regulator is 
concealed from view, and can be altered without removing the second 
cap, on which the burner is to be screwed. 

his regulator is equally applicable to gas-meters, as it may be 
made of any dimensions required. 














APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 


928.—Evcine Canton, of La Rochelle, in the empire of France, for “A! 
counting and controlling cock for liquids.’ March 29, 1867. | 

936.—Epwin Wixu1aM Batt, of Birmingham, in the co. of Warwick, 
manufacturer, for ‘‘ Improvements in gas fireplaces and gas-stoves, and 
in apparatus for heating conservatories and other rooms.” March 29, 
1867. 

941.—Ricuarp Canuam, of Clerkenwell, in the co. of Middlesex, and 
Freperick Wit1iam Krevt, of Guildford Street, Farringdon Road, | 
also in the co. of Middlesex, for “‘ Improvements in means or apparatus 
employed in the cure of smoky chimneys, and in ventilating buildings 
and other places,”” March 80, 1867. 

965.—Cuantes Denton Ane, of 20, Southampton Buildings, Chancery 
Lane, in the co, of Middlesex, patent agent, for ‘* Improvements in 
compositions for treating fluids employed for illuminating purposes.” 
A communication. April 1, 1867. 

| 998.—Joun Aucustus Bouck, of Manchester, in the co, of Lancaster, 

manufacturing chemist, for ‘ Improvements in burning petroleum, 

creosote, gas tar, and other such fluid bodies capable of being used as 
Suel.” April 3, 1867. 

1018.—Henry Buss, of 56, High Street, Shoreditch, in the co. of Mid- 
dlesex, M.D., for ‘Improvements in the construction of sea-walls,| 
quays, jetties, piers, and roadways, in the reclamation of land, in the| 
Sormation of docks, reservoirs, basins, and coast harbours,’’ April 5, 
1867. 

1024.—Francors ApotpHe Mocavarp, of 32, Cours Belzunce, Mar- 
seilles, in the empire of France, civil engineer, for “A new application 
of gas-burners,”’ April 5, 1867. 

1026.—Srernen Matrurws, of Chapel Row, Portsea, in the co. of 
Hants, for “An improved combined lift and force-pump.’’ April 5, 
1867. 

1027.—Witt1aM Aparr, of Liverpool, in the co, of Lancaster, for “ Im- 
provements in pumps.’”’ April 5, 1867. 

1029.—Henry Witson, of Stockton-on-Tees, in the co. of Durham, for 
** Improvements in cocks or valves for discharging water, oil, and 
other fluids or gases.” April 6, 1867. 

1037.—GRraHAM Srvanrt, of Sheffield, in the co. of York, for ‘‘ Jmprove- 
ments in taps and valves used for regulating or restraining the flow of 
water or other liquids, steam, or gases.” April 6, 1867. ' 

1040.—C iinton Epacumze Broomany, of the firm of Robertson, Brooman, 
and Co., of 166, Fleet Street, in the City of London, patent agent, for 
“ Improved means of producing oxygen,”” A communication. April 6, 
1867. 

1045.—Witt1am Rosert Laxg, of 8, Southampton Buildings, Chancery 
Lane, in the co, of Middlesex, consulting engineer, for “‘An improved 
combined water-meter and force-pump,”” A communication. April 6, 
1867. 

1058.—Joun Lacey Davies, of the firm of John Davies and Son, of 4, 
St. Ann’s Square, Manchester, in the co. of Lancaster, patent agent, 
for “ Certain improvements in the method of purifying smoke and in 
apparatus connected therewith.” A communication, April 9, 1867. 

1066.—James Roperr Naprer, marine engineer, and Wit1t1aM JouNn 
Macaqvorn Ranking, civil engineer, both of Glasgow, in the co. of 
Lanark, N.B., for “‘ Improvements in valve-seats.” April 10, 1867. 

1071.—F rancis George Fievury, of Southwark, in the co. of Surrey, 
engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in machinery or apparatus for measur- 
ing fluids.”” April 11, 1867. 








GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. 


| 641.—Pavut Rarsey Hopes, of 106, Cannon Street, in the City of Lon- 
don, civil engineer, for “ Improvements in hydraulio motors.” March 7, 
1867. 


708.—Joux Fox, of 3, Navarino Grove, West Hackney, engineer, for 
“ Improvements in filters.” March 15, 1867. 
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720,.—THomas Waixer and Tuomas FerpInaAND WALKER, both of Bir- 
mingham, in the co. of Warwick, engineers, for “‘ Jmprovements in 
apparatus for measuring the passage or flow of liquids.” March 13, 
1867, 
721.—Joun Hamixton, of Glasgow, in the co. of Lanark, N.B., for ‘(An 
improved artificial material for producing gas to be used for illuminating 
purposes.” March 13, 1867. 
722,—Witt1am Epwarp Newton, of 66, Chancery Lane, in the co. of 
Middlesex, civil engineer, for “ Improvements applicable to the ventila- 
tion of theatres, churches, and other large buildings, and in purifying and 
cooling the air supplied thereto.”” A communication. March 13, 1867. 
29,—James Conyers Morne tt, of Leyland, in the co. of Lancaster, for 
“* Improvements in apparatus applicable to dry closets for disinfecting and 
deodorizing and preparing manure, parts of which are applicable to the 
separating of cinders from ashes.” March 13, 1867 
755.—Wittiam Rosert Laxz, of 8, Southampton Buildings, Chancery 
Lane, in the co. of Middlesex, consulting engineer, for “‘ Jmprovements 
in rotary engines and pumps.” A communication. March 15, 1867. 
777.—Henry Justintan Newocome, of 49, King William Street, in 
the City of London, for ‘‘ Improved apparatus for warming or heating 
buildings.” March 18, 1867. 
788.—ALrrED Henry Harr, of 22, Gresham Street, in the City of 
London, manufacturer, and Wr111am Parry, of Birmingham, in the 
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purifying sewage, and in apparatus to be used for that purpose.’, 
March 19, 1867, 
790,—James Histor, manager of the Gas-Works, Ayr, N.B., for “ Im- 
provements in the arrangement of apparatus for ‘ scurfing’ or remov- 
ing carbon from gas-retorts.”” March 19, 1867. 
791.—Marruew Semp.e, of Axminster, in the co. of Devon, gentleman, 
for “An improved mode of and apparatus for warming and ventilating 
buildings,’’ March 19, 1867. 
802.—Pavut Tuomas Goopwin, of Camden Street, Camden Town, in the 
co. of Middlesex, engineer, for ‘ Improvements in apparatus for 
driving revolving retorts and cylinders.” March 20, 1867. 
823.—Wi.t1am Lorpere, of Danvers Street, Chelsea, in the co. of Mid- 
dlesex, for “‘ Improvements in the construction of urinals, water- 
closets, and other similar vessels.’’ March 21, 1867. 
827.—Groror Hasettine, of 8, Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane, 
in the co, of Middlesex, civil engineer, for ‘“An improved steam heat- 
tng and ventilating apparatus.” A communication. March 21, 1867. 
836.—Joszrn Wurtizy, of the Railway Brass- Works, Leeds, in the co. 
of York, for ‘‘ Improvements in stop-valves or taps for steam and 
water.’’ March 22, 1867. 
865.—ALEXANDER Parkes, of Birmingham, in the co. of Warwick, 
for ‘‘ Improvements in coating metal tubes and rods, to render them 
suitable for use for many ornamental purposes.” March 25, 1867. 
902.—Aneus Mackenzie, of 106, Capel Street, in the city of Dublin, 
plumber, and Samuzt Rosrnson, of 52, Brunswick Street, in the city 
of Dublin aforesaid, foreman builder, for “‘ Improvements in apparatus 
= - applied to cisterns for preventing waste of water.” March 28, 
915.—Marruew Prers Watt Bovutron, of Tew Park, Oxfordshire, 
esquire, for ‘‘ Improvements in apparatus for receiving motion or 
energy from fluids and for imparting it to them, and in the propulsion 
A vessels, and apparatus to be used for that purpose.” March 28, 
67. 








NOTICES TO PROCEED. 

/$105.—Wittram Ricnarp MippitemMorE Tomson, of 20, Buchanan 
Street, in the city of Glasgow and co. of Lanark, N.B., engineer and 
patent agent, for “ Improvements in the modes of cutting metal tubes 
or pipes, and in the machinery or tools employed for these and other 
analogous purposes.”” A communication. Novy. 26, 1866. 
3136,—Lovis ALEXANDRE Faron, of Brussels, in the kingdom of Bel- 
gium, engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in forming the joints of iron and 
other tubes or pipes.”” Nov. 28, 1866. 

3181.—Josnva Horton, of Birmingham, in the co. of Warwick, engi- 
neer, for “ Certain improvements in the method of producing metallic 
tubes, pipes, or other similar hollow articles.”” Dec. 4, 1866. 
3336.—MicuaEL Henry, of 68, Fleet Street, in the City of London, 
patent agent, for ‘Improvements in centrifugal pumps, and in the 
joints or junctions of pipes and tubes.’” A communication. Dec. 19, 
1866, 

#91.—Joun Amprose Correy, of 32, Great St. Helen’s, in the City of 
London, consulting engineer, for “‘ Improvements in self-acting steam 
and fihid safety gauges, the said improvements being applicable to cocks or 
taps and valves.’’ March 2, 1867. 

755.—Wt11aM Rozert Laxg, of 8, Southampton Buildings, Chancery 
Lane, in the co. of Middlesex, consulting engineer, for “‘ Improvements 
in rotary engines and pumps.” A communication. March 15, 1867. 


PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 
BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY OF 
£50 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE THIRD YEAR. 
746,—Samuet Bark, Tuomas Atrwoop, and James Davip Rosrnson, 
“* Certain improvements in slides for gaseliers, as also in the means of 
regulating or stopping the flow of gas, parts of which improvements 
are also applicable to chandeliers where oil, camphine, or other inflam- 
mable liquids are used fer illumination.” March 24, 1864. 
755.—Victror Dupovunc, ‘ Improvements in gas-burners.” March 26, 
1864, 

PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 
BY REASON OF THB NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY OF 
£100 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE SEVENTH YEAR. 
673.—Davip Cuapwicx, “ Improvements in apparatus for measuring 
water and other liquids.”” March 1, 1860. 
784.—Janez Cuurcu, “ Improvements in the manufacture of coke.” 


co. of Warwick, mineral surveyor, for “ Improvements in treating or | 


Parliamentary intelligence. 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 

Monpay, Aprit 1. 
The KippEerminsTer Gas Bill was read a second time, and committed. 
The Huyton anp Rosy Gas, and the Great Grimspy Gas Bills, were} 
read a second time, and passed. 
The FarNwortH PARK AND IMPROVEMENT, and the Herne Bay Warrr 
Bills, were read a first time, and referred to the Examiners. 








TurspAy. APRIL 2. 
The TynemoutH ParisH Gas Bill was read a first time, and referred 
to the Examiners. 
The SovurHwaRK AND VAUXHALL WATER Bill was read a second time, 
and committed. 
The RicuMonp Gas; Winpsor Roya Gas; ABERTILLERY GAS AND 
Water; and the RiscA AND PontymisTER Gas Bills, were read a third 
time, and passed. 
The KipperminsTER Gas Bill was reported. 
A petition was deposited against the Hampron Court UnitTep Gas Bill, 
from the Hampton Wick Local Board. 





TrurspAy, Aprit 4. 
The SourHwarkK AND VAUXHALL Water Bill was reported, with 
amendments. 
The Lord Chancellor acquainted the House that no further Standing 
Orders are applicable to the following Bills:—SrratTForD-uroNn-AVoON 
Gas; Eron Gas; ScArBorouGH Gas; and the Surron, SourHCOATEs, 
AND Drypoot Gas Bills. 
The EnFretp Gas Bill was read a first time, and referred to the Ex- 
aminers. 
A petition was deposited against the Sournrort Warer Bill, from 
—— Dewhurst, Thomas Appleton, and the Ormskirk Local Board of 
ealth, —_—. 
Fripay, Aprit 5. 
The Winpsor Royat Gas Bill received the Royal Assent. 
The Lord Chancellor acquainted the House that the farther Standing 
Orders applicable to the BARNstEy Gas Bill have been complied with. 
The KipperminsTer Gas Bill was read a third time, with the amend- 
ments, and passed, and sent to the Commons. 
The Dewssury, BATLEY, AND HECKMONDWIKE WATER, and the Hey- 
woop IMPROVEMENT Bills, were read a first time, and referred to the 
Examiners. 
Petitions were deposited against the Dunpzrz New Gas, from the 
Corporation of Dundee; against the Eron Gas, from the Head Master, 
&c., of Eton College, and others; against the RocHEsTER, CHATHAM, AND 
Srroop Gas, from the Corporation of Rochester; against the SourHPrort 
WartER, from the Southport Improvement Commissioners; and against the 
STALYBRIDGE Gas Bills, from the inhabitants of Delph. 


Monpay, APRIL 8. 
The Lord Chancellor acquainted the House that no further Standing 
Orders are ——— to the following Bills:—DunprE New Gas, and 
TYNEMOUTH ParisH Gas. 
The HartLepoot Gas AND WATER, and the PereRBoroveH Water 
Bills, were read a first time, and referred to the Examiners. 
The StRaTFoRD-uPON-Avon Gas; Eron Gas; Hampton Court UNITED 
Gas; ScarBorouGH Gas; and the Surron, Sourucoates, and Drrroon 
Gas Bills, were read a second time, and committed. 
The SouTHWARK AND VAUXHALL WarEr Bill was read a third time, and 


passed. —_ 
TuEspay, Aprit 9. 
The Lord Chancellor acquainted the House that no further Standing 
Orders are applicable to the Dewssury, BATLEY, AND HECKMONDWIKE 
Water Bill; and that the Standing Orders applicable to the MerropoLiTaN 
WATER Supp y Bill have not been complied with. 
The ScarBorouGH Gas, and the Sutton, SourHcoATEs, AND DryPoon 
Gas Bills, were reported, with amendments. 
The CAMBRIDGE Gas, and the Wriis (SomersET) Gas Bills, were read a 
first time, and referred to the Examiners. 
The Barnstey Gas Bill was read a second time, and committed. 





THurspay, Apriv 11. 

The Barnsiey Gas, and the SrRatForD-upon-AVoN Gas Bills, were re- 
ported, without amendment. 
The Lord Chanceller acquainted the House that the further Standing 
Orders applicable to the Sourm Suretps Gas Bill have been complied with; 
and that no further Standing Orders are applicable to the FannworTH 
PARK AND IMPROVEMENT, and the EnFIEetp Gas Bills. 
The Dunpre New Gas,and the TynemoutH Parisu Gas Bills, were 
read a second time, and committed. 
The ScaRBoROUGH Gas, and the Surron, SoUTHCOATES, AND DrypooL 
Gas Bills, were read a third time, and passed. 
The KippERMINSTER Gas Bill was returned from the Commons, with the 
amendments agreed to. ——. 
Fripay, Apri 12. 
The following Bills received the Royal Assent :— 
SouTHWARK AND VAUXHALL WATER; SCARBOROUGH Gas; SUTTON, 
SouTHCOATES, AND Drypoot Gas; and the KipperminsTer Gas Bills. 

The Lord Chancellor my the House that the further Standing 
Orders applicable to the Herne Bay WarTeER and the PETERBOROUGH 
Water Bills have been complied with. 
The Mrpvanp Ramway (Dersy Gas-Works) Bill was reported, with 
an amendment. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monpay, Apri 1. 
The TynemoutH ParisH Gas Bill was read a third time,’and passed. 
The Dewssury, BaTLEY, AND HECKMONDWIKE WATER; HEywooD 
IMPROVEMENT; and the PeTrerBorovGH WarTeER Bills, as amended, were 
considered, and amendments made. 
The Barxine Gas, and the FisHerton ANGER and BemEeRTON WATER 
Bills, were read a second time, and committed. 
The Mircham AND WIMBLEDON Gas, and the West Kent Gas Bills, 
were read a first time, and referred to the Examiners of Petitions for 
Private Bills. 
The Paianron Water Bill.—Report that the Standing Orders, not 





March 26, 1860. 











previously inquired into, have been complied with. Laid upon the table. 
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The Wipnes Gas, WATER, AND IMPROVEMENT Bill was reported 
Metropouis Gas Bill.—126 petitions were presented against the Bill. 
TuespAy, Apri 2. 

The SHerrigELD WATER (NEw Works); LeEps CorporRATION WATER; 
Ayr Water; NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE AND GATESHEAD Gas; SHEFFIELD 
Warer; and the Wootton Gas Bills, were reported. Reports to lie upon 
the table. 

The Enrietp Gas Bill was read a third time. 

The HartLEPOOL Gas AND WATER Bill, as amended, was considered. 

The WOLVERHAMPTON New WATER Bill was reported. 

MeErropo.is Gas Bill,—325 petitions were presented against the Bill. 





WeEDNEsDAY, APRIL 3. 
The Wetts (Somerset) Gas Bill, as amended, was considered. 
The Dartrorp Gas Bill was read a second time, and committed. 
The Great Grimspy Gas, and the Huyron anp Rosy Gas Bills, 
were read a first time, and referred to the Examiners. 
Metkrcro tis Gas Bill.—370 petitions were presented against the Bill. 


Tuurspay, Apri 4. 

The MANCHESTER CorPoRATION WaTER; WEYMOUTH CONSUMERS 
Gas; and the GATESHEAD IMPROVEMENT Bills, were reported. 

The Dewspury, BAatLey, AND HeckMONDWIKE WATER; HEywoop 
IMPROVEMENT; and the PeTERBoroucH WATER Bills, were read a third 
time, and passed. 

_ CamBrinGE Gas Bill, as amended, was considered, and amendments 
made. 

Merrorouis Gas Bill.—247 petitions were presented against the Bill. 
The second reading deferred till Thursday. 


METROPOLIS GAS BILL. 

Mr. Harvey Lewis inquired whether it was intended to proceed with 
this Bill before the Easter recess, 

Sir Srarrorp Nortucore: The Bill stands for a second reading to-mor- 
j| row, but it will be impossible for me to proceed with it then. I have had 
an interview, in conjunction with my noble friend now President of the 
Board of Trade, with a deputation of persons connected with the gas com- 
panies, and I made two propositions to them, first with regard to their rates 
of charge, and secondly, as to the quality of gas they would produce. If 
those propositions are satisfactory to the gas companies, I shall be pre- 
pared to withdraw the present Bill, and bring in another, leaving in blank 
all the figures with regard to the standard of quality and the price of gas. 
Ihave told them that I shall postpone the Bill till this day week ; and if, 
in the meantime, they state that they are satisfied with that course, I shall 
ask leave to withdraw the present Bill and bring in an amended Bill after 
Easter. I now move—“ That the order be postponed till this day week.” 
The order was postponed accordingly. 





Fripay, Aprit 5. 

_ Hart Lepoon GAs AND WATER Bill was read a third time, and 
passed. 

The Ricumonp Gas, ABERTILLERY GAs AND WATER, and the Risca 
AND Pontymister Gas Bills, were read a first time, and referred to the 
Examiners. 

Siico Boroucu Improvement Bill.—It was reported that the preamble 
was not proved. 

SHEFFIELD WATER Consumers Bill.—It was reported’that the parties 
do not intend to proceed with their bill. 

Merropouis Gas Bill.—Petition of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Commons of the City of London, praying that the said Bill may pass into 
a law, and that they may be heard before any committee to whom the said 
Bill may be referred, and that clauses and alteration of clauses may be 
inserted therein for their protection. 

Merxoro.ts Gas Bill.—557 petitions were presented against the Bill. 


Monpay, Apri 8. 

The Camprincr Gas, and the WELLS (Somerser) Gas Bills, were read 
a third time, and passed. 

The Dunpee Gas; Leeps Corporation WatTrerR; NEWCASTLE: UPON- 
Tyne AND GATESHEAD GAs; SHEFFIELD WATER (AMENDMENT); SHEF- 
FIELD Water (New Works); and the Srockporrt CorroraTIon WATER 
Bills, as amended, were considered, and amendments made. 

The Patcnron WATER Bill was read a second time, and committed. 

Merropo.is Gas Bill,—82 petitions were presented against the Bill. 





Tuespay, Aprit 9. 

The Metrororiran Water Suprry Bill.—Report, in respect of non- 
compliance with the Standing Orders, laid upon the table, and referred to 
the Select Committee on Standing Orders. 

The Wootron Gas Bill, as amended, was considered. 

The Prescor Gas Bill was read a second time. 

Mrrropo.is Gas Bill.—790 petitions were presented against the Bill. 

Merxopotts Water Supriy.—Petition of the Metropolitan Board 
Works referred to the Select Committee on the East London.Water Bill. 

The BirkeNHEAD ImprovEMENT Commissioners Bill was reported. 


Wepyespay, Aprit 10. 
The Mancnester Corporation Waren, &c., Bill, as amended, was 
considered. 
Merropo.is Gas Bill.—17 petitions were presented against the Bill. 





Tuurspay, Aprit 11. 

The Prymovutn Corporation Water, &c., Bill was reported. 

The Kippermisster Gas Bill.—Lords amendments agreed to. 

The Dunner Gas; NewcastLe-upon-TYNE AND GATESHEAD Gas; 
SHEFFIELD WATER (AMENDMENT); SHEFFIELD WATER (NEw Works); 
4 and the Srockrorr Corporation Warex Bills, were read a third time, 
and passed. 

The Ayr Water Bill, as amended, was considered. 

The Keicutry Water, &c., Bill, as amended, was considered, and clause 
added and amendments made. 

The Motp Gas AND WATER Bill, as amended, was considered, and 
amendments made. 

Mxrrorotis Gas Bill.—35 petitions were presented against the Bill. 

THAMES NAVIGATION BILL. 

Lord Hex ey reported from the Committee on Group 0 of Private Bills: 
That in the ease of the Thames Navigation Bill they had agreed to the 
following special report:— 














| placed in a position of great embarrassment with regard to the required 


| pourhood, the difficulty of obtaining land for the necessary works would be 





| any mere question between one gas company and another. The principle of 
| the bill is a principle of confiscation. 





| an interview with a deputation from the gas companies, and had made certain 


Your committee are of opinion that the following towns, namely, Rich- 
mond, Kingston, Surbiton, East and West Moulsey, New Malden, and 
Hampton Wick, which appeared by their representatives as opponents to 
the Bill, are affected in so exceptionable a manner by its operations, that 
some special legislation is necessary to prevent its acting injuriously to 
their interests. By clause 64 of the Thames Navigation Bill of 1866, the 
operation of which is extended by the present Bill to the whole of the dis- 
trict which it affects, the Conservators of the Thames are obliged to give 
notice to the authorities of the above-named towns within a reasonable 
time after the fact of any sewers or outfalls carrying their offensive matter 
from these towns into the Thames has come to their knowledge. 

By these notices the discontinuance of the nuisance is to be required 
within not less than twelve months or more than three years from the time 
of the service of the notice, 

It is possible, by a subsequent clause, for the authorities of the towns, on 
application to the Board of Trade, to obtain an extension of the time so 
allowed; but, notwithstanding this, it might occur in cases where the dis- 
continuance of the nuisance was pressed on unduly by the conservators 
and no relief allowed by the Board of Trade, that towns where considerable 
difficulties exist in the construction of a new system of sewage might be 


alterations, 
In the cases of Richmond, Kingston, and the smaller towns in their neigh- 


very great. The whole of the country surrounding these towns is suitable 
for suburban building purposes, and the value of lund is consequently very 
high. The property which adjoins the town of Richmond upon two sides 
belongs almost wholly to the Crown, and the evidence before the commite 
tee shows that very great difficulty exists in obtaining any portion of it, or 
the right to enter upon it for sewage purposes, 

When !and has been acquired, time would be required for maturing plans 
for the proposed works, and for obtaining powers to raise the necessary 
funds, and to charge them upon the rates of the district. 

The inhabitants of the towns named in this report would, it appears, meet 
with great difficulties in attempting to construct separate systems of sewage, 
and, in the opinion of the committee, these will be best met by a combina- 
tion of the towns, or some of them, amongst themselves for the purpose of 
carrying out tke operations which will be rendered necessary by the Bill. 

Your committee, therefore, recommend that facilities for such combina- 
tion should be afforded to the said towns, that when necessary the time 
within which the present systems of sewage must be discontinued should be 
extended; and that, if possible, opportunities should be allowed to the local 
authorities of availing themselves of the lands in their neighbourhood be- 
longing to the Crown, 

By these means the several townships above alluded to would, in the 
opinion of your committee, be materially assisted in complying with the 
enactments of the Bill now under consideration. 

METROPOLIS GAS BILL. 

On the order of the day for the second reading of this bill, 

Sir Srarrorp Nortucore moved-that it be postponed until the 29th of 
April. 

Mr. Craururp: The right honourable gentleman was asked the other 
day whether he would take this bill before the recess, and he said he had had 


proposals to them, and if they agreed to those proposals he should move to 
withdraw this bill and bring in another, not different from this except in 
this remarkable particular—-that he should leave the price and the dividend 
in blank. Now that to me is very extraordinary, because I think that 
honourable gentlemen who are acquainted with the forms of the House are 
aware that when a bill is brought in and its figures are put in italics that 
is not equivalent in parliamentary form toa blank. They are put in italies 
to indicate the figures that the promoters of the bill suggest should be the 
figures determined upon. But ifit is in blank there is no such indication. 
I do not know whether it is competent for the right honourable gentleman 
to bring in a bill with the dividend blank and the price blank. It will be 
in the recollection of the House that this bil? was brought in some two 
months ago, and was referred to the examiners and set down for a second 
reading, and we had no information on the bill. It was simply a question 
between thirteen gas companies and the Board of Trade, and the right 
honourable gentleman treated it as a private bill, in which no one else had 
any interest whatever. But any one who hus read the bill will have seen 
that it contained provisions which extend far beyond those which relate to 


It is a piece of legislation unprece- 
dented in the history of Parliament, and which is calculated to put an end to 
all joint-stock enterprise. Such a bill as this ought never to have been brought 
in. The right honourable gentleman might just as well have come down here 
and invited the House to reduce the Three per Cents. to Two per Cents. 
I stand here unconnected with any gas company in the metropolis. I admit 
I am connected with gas companies in the provinces, but with those in the 
metropolis I have nothing whatever to do, and I do not appear here on their 
behalf, but I appear here in the character of a representative to enter my 
vote in a protest against legislation of this character. There was presented 
last night a most important petition to this House. 

The SPEAKER: What does the honourab!e member propose > 

Mr. Cravrerp: I propose to move that this bill be postponed to this day 
six months. We have had petitions to-night by hundreds, not from gas 
companies alone, but from railway companies and other companies, who |) 
are in arms against legislation of this kind, for it is perfectly monstrous. |, 
The right honourable gentleman proposes to leave it on the table for another 
three weeks. Is he aware that he is depreciating gas property by no less 
than 2 millions? Is he aware that gas companies are unable to raise more 
capital, and that gas shareholders are unabie to sell or realize their property 
in consequence of this bill proposing to deal in this way with parliamentary 
guarantees and with joint-stock property? ‘There was a petition, last 
night, from 253 members of the Stock Exchange, protesting, from their 
knowledge of what the effect will be, against legislation of this kind. I say 
it is monstrous that in this country we should have such a_proposal 
emanating from a member of the Government. Sir, we have not been told 
—(cries of “Divide’’). Well, Icannot, at this late hour, continue to address 
the House; but I think that I shall receive the unanimous support of the 
House, and I, therefore, call upon the House to reject the bill. I move— 
‘That the bill be read a second time this day six months,” 

Mr. Wrup: I second the motion. Iam sure this bill is a disgrace, and 
I hope the right honourable gentleman will withdraw it. 

Sir Srarrorp Nortucote : The course which has been taken on this bill 
is rather peculiar; but I am quite ready to say what I have to say in 
answer to the speech of the honourable gentleman opposite. In the first 
place, in regard to the exact position in which the bill stands, it is 
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this :—After I had brought in the bill there was an objection taken on 

the part of the honourable member, who gave notice that he would 

move the second ing to be taken that day six months. There was 

considerable opposition made, and the question was se to me, or notice 

was given of a question to be put to me, as to whether I would proceed with 

the bill before rornot, On the day on which that question was put, 

a deputation consisting of representatives of all the gas companies in 

Lenton—ent not only from the gas companies but from other companies, 

including railway companies—waited on my noble friend the President of 
thé Board of Trade and myself, and stated their objections to the bill. We 
then made an offer, and I proposed to withdraw this bill, and introduce an- 

other, which would be similar to this bill, but, as the honourable gentleman 
has stated, with the figures entirely left out; and I stated that we would 
wait till we heard the decision of the companies on that proposal. Well, 

two or three days ago, a representation was made to my noble friend and 
myself to this effect, that the companies were not prepared to agree to our 
suggestion, but that they proposed that we should withdraw this bill, and 
introduce another with certain alterations. There were three alterations 
which they proposed. One was, that we should omit the clauses—I forget 
which they were at this moment, but the principal proposition was that we 
should omit the clauses which gave the cptieast power to the Metropolitan 
Board of Works or the City of London to purchase the property of the gas 
companies; and the other was that we should omit the clause which limits 
‘their profits to 7 per cent. I forget what’ the third was. We promised to 
consider those propositions, and to state after Easter what we should do; 
and I propose now that the matter should stand over till after Easter, be- 
cause we are to a certain extent examining the proposals of the gas compa- 
nies. Oh! the third one, which I forgot, was this—that we should let a 
clause stand in the bill, allowing the price of gas to be raised if the price of 
coal and of labour were raised. I cannot at this moment state what the 
counter proposal that we made was, but I think that we shall be able to 
make an arrangement with the gas companies—to make a proposition which 
they will accept ; and it is my belief that it is beneficial to the gas compa- 
nies that the matter should be dealt with by a Government which really has 
not the smallest interest in the matter—that it should be dealt with in an 
impartial spirit, and that we should endeavour to come to an arrangement 
which will be satisfactory to all parties. But I am obliged here to remind 
the House in what position the question stands, I am bound to say that the 
question now stands in this peculiar position. In the year 1860 an Act was 
passed which gave to the metropolitan gas companies a certain privilege in 
the nature of a monopoly, subject to certain restrictions which were intended 
for the protection of the public. In the course of three or four years after 
that Act was passed, it was alleged, on the part of the gas consumers, that 
though the gas companies had received the full benefit of the arrangement 
of the Act of 1860, the public had not received the protection which the Act 
was intended to give ; and last year the City of London promoted a bill en- 
abling them to make gas for themselves. That bill was referred to a select 
committee, and it was also referred to the select committee to consider what 
the operation of the Gas Act was. The committee, after taking evidence, 
presented a report, in which they state that the conditions of the Act of 
1860 had not on fulfilled, that the price of gas ought to be reduced, that 
the quality ought to be improved, a that provision ought to be made for 
ensuring the proper enforcement of the provisions that were intended to 
operate for the security of the public. Well, we found, when we came into 
office, that report lay on the table, and deputations came from various 
gentlemen in the metropolis—from the Metropolitan Board of Works and 
other parties connected with the government of the City—and the Govern- 
ment, although they had no interest in the matter, yet feeling that it was 
unsatisfactory that the matter should remain in that state, took it up. The 
gas companies, on the other hand, said they were not properly heard before 
theco mmittee, and that they had reason to believe the committee was going to 
report in their favour. ell, the Government said, ‘‘ We will not intro- 
duce the bill till we have brought the parties together and got them to 
agree to terms,’’ and in various ways and through all sorts of channels they 
endeavoured to bring about a compromise. But they were not successful in 
so doing, and, therefore, they introduced the bill in the form which, taking 
the report of the committee of last year as a basis—and it was the only 
basis on which they could proceed—they thought it might fairly go toa 
committee again this year ; and it was their impression that if it was true, 
as all the gas companies said, that their case had not been fully heard before 
the committee of last year, the gas companies would be delighted to go 
before another select committee. But as soon as that bill was introduced, 
the Government found that objections were made to it of apeculiar and 
extraordinary character, and that, instead of the gas companies challenging 
inquiry, they —— the bill, and curious petitions were presented, saying 
that the bill professed to do what it did not. Now, nothing could be more 
untrue than to say that the bill was brought in to provide that a guaranteed 
dividend of 10 per cent., was to be reduced to 7 per cent. There never was 
a more incorrect description of a bill. The Act of 1860 limits the profits of 
gas companies to 10 per cent., and we, considering that matter, came to the 
conclusion that that was a bad limit; the suggestion that it should be 
altered and that it should be done away with came from the representatives 
of the gas companies, They suggested that there should be a sliding scale, 
and that they should get any profits that they could, provided that the 
public shared in them, As regards the particular price of gas, that isa 
matter which we always said we did not intend to deal with. I have stated 
what the provision of the bill is. I am very sorry to be obliged to detain 
the House at such a time, but the peculiar step which has been taken, 
objecting to postpone the second reading till after the holidays, compels me 
to this. We stand in this position :—The gas companies have made certain 
proposals to us, and we hope to be able to come to terms with them before 
the end of the Easter recess. and I now propose that the bill shall be post- 
= till the first day after the Easter recess, but I object to discharge the 
order. 

Mr. Aparr: After what has fallen from the right honourable gentleman, 
and as I had the honour of introducing the deputation from the gas com- 
panies to the noble lord the President of the Board of Trade, perhaps I may 
be permitted to express the opinion of the gas companies upon this, to them, 
most important question. While, on the one hand, the gas companies of Lon- 
don are perfectly willing to go before a competent committee to arrange the 
method and manner of the control to which they will be subject, at the same 
time they intend to resist, not only on their own account, but on account of 
railway companies, and water companies, and other companies whose capital 
has been invested on the faith of parliamentary guarantees, to the utmost of 
their power, what they believe is the first introduction of a principle of con- 
fiscation. If my honourable friend persists in dividing the Sa I regret 
that I shall not feel myself at liberty to support him, because certainly the 
right honourable gentleman has stated correctly that, under the existing 
arrangement between him and the gas companies, the bill shall be postponed 
till after the Easter recess, that the Board of Trade may then see in what 








form they will present it to the House, We shall then, I hope, be able to 
maintain the principle for which we contend. 

After a few words from Mr. Pau, 

Mr. AyRTon moved the adjournment of the debate. 

Mr. Crawrorp (London) seconded it. : 

The House divided, and the adjournment was carried by 85 to 48. 





Frimay, Apriz 12. 

The Wootton Gas Bill was read a third time, and d. 

The Weymouru Consumers Gas Bill, as amended, was considered, and 
amendments made. . 

The Mircuam AND WimBLepon Gas, and the West Kent Gas Bills, 
were read a second time, and committed. 

The Brneuey Gas Bill was withdrawn. ’ 

Merropo.is Gas Bill.—17 petitions were © ecagpe against the Bill. 

The FisHerTon ANGER AND BemerTor WatTER, and the BarkInG Gas 
Bills, were reported, without amendment. 

The Waxtasey ImpRovEMENT Bill was reported. ’ 

The Huyron anp Rosy Gas, and the Ricumonp Gas Bills.—Report laid 
upon the table that no Standing Orders not previously inquired into are 
applicable. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
(Present :—Colonel Stuaxt, Chairman; Mr, Bonuam-Cantsr, and 
Mr. Hassarp. 
SHEFFIELD WATER (NEW WORKS) BILL. 
TuxspDAy, Marcu 26. 

Mr. Burke, Q.C., Mr. Vernon Hancovrt, Q.C., Mr. Rounp, and Mr. 
Rey, appeared for the promoters; Mr. Denison, Q.C., and Mr. RicHARDs 
for the trustees of the Duke of Norfolk; the Hon. GRANVILLE SOMERSET, 
for the trustees of Mr. Fenton; Sir MorpAunt WELLs for Mr. Eadon, 
against the bill. Petitions had been presented against the bill by the owners 
of mills on the streams proposed to be taken, also by the Rev. C. W. Hudson, 
and the Ecclesfield and Bradfield District Highway Board (on clauses only), 
but no counsel appeared in support of these petitions. J 

Mr. Res, parliamentary agent, said before this bill was gone into he had 
an application to make to the referees. He represented Mr. Fox, one of the 
opponents of the bill, and a millowner on the Don River, the valley of which 
was the site of the Langsett and Midhope reservoirs, which were, under the 
New Works Bill, intended to be constructed. He believed that in the bill 
as it was now laid before the court the — of the company as to the 
construction of these reservoirs were struck out, and, therefore, so far as Mr. 
Fox was concerned, there was nothing left in it which it would be worth his 
while to contest. Something had, however, taken place with reference to 
the question of costs, and he was not aware whether the court was acquainted 
with it. He had certainly understood that an arrangement had been come 
to with the promoters that the bill should not be in the list to-day ; and his 
client felt himself aggrieved by the fact that both bills—the Water Con- 
sumers and the New Works—had been put in it, because he thought he was 
entitled to have an opportunity of being heard against the promoters on the 
question of costs. 

The CHarrMaN said the bill had not been struck out of the list. 

Mr. Rees said he was informed that it was to be struck out. 

The CHAtRMAN said the referees had no power to adjourn the case, nor 
had they any authority to award costs. Z : 

Mr. Burke said the promoters had been made acquainted with the intention 
to make this application, and they would not oppose it, leaving the question 
entirely to the discretion of the referees. 

Mr. Rees said he was aware that the court had no power to award| 
costs, and the action, therefore, intended to be taken with their sanction was 
this—that notice of motion should be given in the House for discharging the 
reference of the whole matter to this court, and that instructiors should be 
given to the Committee of Selection that they should refer the bill to a com- 
mittee in the ordinary way, and that an application for costs should then be 
made. Subsequently, however, representations had been made on behalf of the 
promoters of the New Works Bill, the result of which was that that bill was 
reinstated in its place on the list. The Committee of Selection would meet 
this afternoon, and the suggéstion on the part of the opponents of the bill 
was that they should beg that committee to allow a notice of motion such as 
he had mentioned. He had under these circumstances to ask that the court 
would be good enough to adjourn the case until they had had the oppor- 
tunity of going before the Committee of Selection. 

The CHAIRMAN did not see that the court had 4 | power in the matter. 

Mr. BurkKE said, on behalf of the promoters, he was instructed not to 
oppose the application. In fact, the proposal to construct these reservoirs 
had only been inserted ex abundanti cauteld, and when the company found 
the opposition that would be raised against that part of the scheme, it was 
abandoned. But the only question the applicants could now raise was that 
with respect to costs. His clients were quite willing to accept the Court of 
Referees as a tribunal to settle that question. 

The CHAIRMAN said the court was not authorized in any shape or form to 
have anything to do with it. 

Mr. Rees then withdrew. 

Mr. BurkE then opened the case for the promoters. He said the Sheffield 
Water Company were the sole suppliers of water to that important town. 
Having been incorporated in 1830 with very limited powers, they had en- 
deavoured from time to time to meet the growing wants of the town due to 
its rapidly increasing population. Unfortunately, on every occasion, they 
bad met with very strong opposition; and, as the chairman’s experience 
would no doubt convince him, there were always a large number of oppo- 
nents to every scheme for taking a further supply of water, more especially 
in the case of a town like Sheffield, where an abundant supply was a matter 
of the utmost importance. It was a matter of great satisfaction that they 
now approached Parliament with the most comprehensive measure which 
they had yet promoted, and with the minimum of opposition. When the 
court came to compare the great importance of the objects of the company 
with the small amount of opposition and real objection, he thought they 
would not hesitate for one moment to declare that that which the company 
asked was reasonable and proper, and a matter of necessity to the population 
of Sheffield; and there was no amount of damage which the company might 
do for which they were not prepared to make the most ample compensation. 
As the court had been informed, that part of the company’s scheme which 
referred to the Langsett and Midhope reservoirs, on the Little Don, they had 
consented to abandon; they had thought of providing an abundant supply of 
water for all the possible wants of Sheffield for all future time, but the 
scheme was complete without these works, and would afford an adequate 
supply for many years to come. The company were wise, therefore, he 








thought, to abandon a scheme which would involve an expensive opposition, 
and which related to reservoirs which were not of importance at present, and 
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were not likely to become so for many years, After referring at some len 


owners on the rivers Rivelin, Loxley, and Don, the sources from which their 
supply of water was obtained, the learned counsel proceeded to give an 
account of the works constructed by them, and the amount of service the 
had been able to give to the town. They had up to 1864 effected as mu 
progress in making the supply as efficient as possible; but it was age | 
their policy to obtain a still greater quantity and extend their works wit 
the greatest possible rapidity. They were charged with unnecessary delay, 
but he should be able to prove that this was not the case. One of the reser- 
voirs (the Dale Dyke reservoir), unfortunately, as the committee would re- 
member, burst, with the most calamitous results; but the company, he 
thought, were not blameable for an accident that was as calamitous to them- 
selves as the public, for it was the opinion of the best engineers that the 
eause of the disaster was a landslip, which was quite beyond their control. 
The claims of those who had sustained damage were investigated by 
a carefully constituted tribunal, and the amount at which the com- 
pany estimated their loss in that way was no less than the enormous 
sum of £400,000, which they obtained powers to raise. They felt 
that they could not bear up against such a charge except by increasing 
their rates, for which they also obtained powers against strong opposi- 
tion on the part of the corporation and other parties. After this, they 
felt it necessary to proceed with the construction of new works with the 
utmost possible caution, and in this course they bad the support of many not 
directly interested in the company. In 1865, however, they recommenced 
their works under the pressure of an increase of population at the rate of 24 
per cent., and the distressing influences of a very dry season. Last session 
they introduced a measure which proposed to compensate all the millowners 
on the Rivelin, and without executing works which would, without delay, at 
once largely increase the supply to the inhabitante. Strong opposition was, 
however, made against it by the Duke of Norfolk, the millowners, and the 
River Don Navigation, of a very exaggerated character. The committee of 
the House of Commons were in favour of the bill, but that of the House of 
Lords would only allow them to appropriate the waters of the Rivelin during 
a limited number of years. It would, of course, have been utterly absurd 
for the company to compensate these millowners, and have the supply only 
for five years. The present available supply was 2,355,113 gallons, and this 
was given toa population of 200,000; but this was equal only to 4 gallons 

r head per day—a totally inadequate quantity when 20 or 26 gallons per 

ead was, in most cases, not pon too large. The works proposed by 
the present bill were as follows:—In the Ewden Valley they intended to 
make two reservoirs—the Broomhead, draining 5312 and covering 115 acres, 
and the Moorehall, draining 999 and covering 70 acres; in the Loxley Valley, 
the Strines and Agden reservoirs were already completed; they would make 
janother, the Dale Dike, which they would divide into two, the Dale Dike 
| draining 1026 and covering 63 acres, and the Annet draining 574 and covering 
32 acree; and a third, the Damflask, draining 3030 and covering 111 acres. 
| The reservoirs in the Little Don Valley, the Langsett, and the Midhope were 
jabandoned. There would be a further service reservoir at Wadsley, close to 
|Sheffield, for supplying the highest parts of the town. By these means 35 
'gallons per head per day would be obtained; but they would make provision 
|for the constantly increasing wants of the town. The sum which it was 
lestimated they would require for these works was £500,000, all of which, 
| however, they would not require at once. When the company were contem- 
plating these new works, they found that a new company, a consumer’s 
|company, was being formed to take the same ground, but for want of capital 
jand support that company had now withdrawn. They had been very for- 
| tunate in making arrangements with the millowners, by which they were to 
|give a daily supply equal to one-third of the total watershed they gathered ; 
|the maximum, however, not being attained in the first instance, but being 
dually reached as the storeage was increased. The only opposition, there- 
|fore, was from the Duke of Norfolk; and, with reference to the petition of 
\the trustees of that nobleman, he remarked that none of his grace’s rights 
jin the Rivelin were proposed to be interfered with, and the company had 
| Offered to consent to a clause specially protecting the Rivelin. To the present 
|scheme every millowner was now an assenting party; and why his grace the 
| Duke of Norfolk should continue, as he was, the only important opponent of 
| the measure, he could not understand. If all the other millowners, including 
jthe lessees of his grace, were consenting parties, there could be no reason 
why he should not be also, He must be positively benefited by the pros- 
perity of the town, and for that prosperity nothing was more necessary than 
@ proper supply of water. It was plain that the scheme could not injure the 
| mills, or the lessees of the mills would not be consenting parties. He was 
|certain that the more his grace considered the matter, the more would he be 
‘convinced that it would be to his interest to advance the scheme. All the 
millowners, as he had stated, except his grace, were supporters of the bill, 
and what ground of opposition had he except as a millowner? Yet his mills 
could not be in danger, or the lessees of them would be found in opposition 
—which they were not. Mr. Eadon, an auctioneer, of Sheffield, objected to 
the construction of the Damflask reservoir, but his whole estate was 150 
acres, and the company were prepared to make full compensation. He (Mr. 
Burke) did not see that this was a thing which should prevent the carrying 
out of the much larger object; nor would the scenery be deteriorated by the 
substitution of a large sheet of water for a stream. The opposition of the 
River Don Company he was not able to explain, and that of the Ecclesfield 
Highway Board was abandoned. In conclusion, he urged upon the court 
the necessity of making a better provision for the water supply of Sheffield 
then had hitherto existed, and said he felt satisfied that when the present 
scheme was supported by the evidence he had now to call, they would be of 
opinion it was one which ought to receive the sanction of Parliament. 

Mr. G. Somerset, for the trustees of Mr. Fenton, said they had cor sider- 
able property close to the Midhope reservoir, which consisted of 104 acres. 
They tried to agree with the promoters, and were coming fast to terms when, 
at eleven o’clock at night, on Saturday, they received a telegram stating that 
the reservoir was abandoned. No mention was made of the Langsett reser- 
voir, which was likewise abandoned, and which also affected his client’s pro- 
perty. Of this latter abandonment they only heard to-day. They had been 
put to very considerable expense in opposition, and in endeavouring to come 
to an agreement, and he thought there could be no doubt that in any other 
court they could have got an order for costs. Such a matter ought to be 
sonsidered by some parliamentary tribunal, and if the Court of Referees had 
Rot power to award costs, as he had understood they had decided, he had to 
apply that they should be allowed to go before either the Standing Orders 
Committee or the Committee of Selection, and see what ought to be done. 

The CuatRMAN said that when the question of costs had first been brought 
before them, he at once communicated with the Speaker and Colonel Wilson 

atten, who confirmed the opinion he had come to, that no power rested with 
the Court of Referees to decide questions of costs. They had no objection to 

t. Somerset going to the committees he mentioned, but they could give no 
‘Sanction to such a course, 














to the former parliamentary struggles of the company with the various mill- 
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Thomas Hawksley, Esq., examined by Mr. Rounp. 

I have had t experience in hydraulic works. Iam the engineer-in- 
chief of the Sheffield Water Company. I have known the works for the 
supply of that town since 1833; they were established in 1830, the present 
company then purchasing up the works of some private individuals, and 
constructing some of the Redmires reservoirs, into which they collected the 
flood waters from the Rivelin Brook, That state of things continued until 
1845. In that year they promoted a scheme for the construction of the 
Rivelin reservoir. The Act of 1853 repealed all the former Acts of the com- 

any, and is the principal Act of the company. It dealt entirely with the 

xley and the Rivelin. It put the company upon the footing of an ordinary 
water company, and they then became bound to give acertain regulated 
amount of water by way of compensation, and to take the remainder for the 
supply of the town. That Act required the company to establish two gauges, 
one of which was on the river Rivelin; and in consideration of their being 
allowed to take the remainder of the water, they were bound to give a con- 
tinuous supply for 24 hours every working day of 17 feet per second to the 
millowners. That was entirely carried into operation, and the consequence 
was, the millowners became entitled to 3} million gallons per diem. The 
remainder which was left to the company it was found, in course of time, 
amounted to only 2} million gallons daily. This arose from a mistake in the 
estimate of the rainfall of the district. The Act also provided that another 
gauge should be erected on the river Loxley at a point near Low Bradfield, 
and the company were required to give over that 10 cubic feet per second. 
The result was, they were compelled to give 8 million gallons of water a day 
way of compensation, and were entitled to the remainder, amounting to 
about 7 million gallons. The works on the Loxley are not yet complete. 
Under the Act of 1853, the company proceeded to make reservoirs on the 
Loxley, particularly the Dale Dyke and Agden, besides an important tunnel 
to bring the water from the drainage-area of the Loxley system to land near 
the Rivelin gauge, and thence by a narrow passage to Sheffield. In 1863 
the Dale Dyke reservoir and the tunnel were completed, and the former was 
nearly full next year. The great catastrophe of that year deprived the com- 
any of the power of giving a great additional. supply to Sheffield. An Act of 
arliament was subsequently obtained, under which the company had power 
to raise £400,000 to meet the claims made upon them in respect of that 
inundation, and a special tribunal was appointed for disposing of those cases. 
The commissioners were occupied determining claims till March, 1865, and 
the compauy was during that period unable to proceed with the construction 
of their works. Practically, the effect was to postpone the works till May, 
1865, when they were resumed as speedily as possible. The result of the 
investigations showed that the bursting of the reservoir was due to a land- 
slip caused by an excessive rain. The result financially was that the com- 
pany had to meet 7000 claims and pay about £330,000. The capital which 
they were authorized to raise to meet this expense was £400,000, but the 
sum mentioned was not equal to the loss the company actually sustained, 
for their expenditure on the Dale Dyke was thrown away, except the cost of 
the land, They proceeded in 1865 with the Agden reservoir, a most for- 
midable work, and in the following year they commenced the Strines, in 
which also they had work of a very tedious character. The trial trench for the 
Dale Dyke reservoir is now considerably advanced. There is no dispute as 
to the estimate. The years 1864 and 1865 were years of drought, and during 
them I was enabled to test the capacity of the drainage grounds and reser-| 
voirs. The result is that the company obtain for the supply of the| 
town and compensation 1} million gallons per diem, and upon that basis 1)} 
have proceeded to lay out the works. Our reservoirs are made upon a very) 
large scale, and can hold quite a half-year’s rainfall. The remark applies| 
both to the new and existing reservoirs. Both in 1864 and 1865 the ooh 
owners showed great forbearance, or the small supply we did give to the con- 
sumers could not have been furnished. Inthe latter year there was only 
one day’s supply in the reservoirs, and it was under these circumstances that 
the bill of last year was produced. The company have bought all the mills 
on the Rivelin, with the exception of two which belong to Mr. Armitage, 
and through his opposition and that of the Duke of Norfolk, the clauses of 
the bill of last year relating to the taking of the Rivelin compensation weter| 
were lost. By that bill it was intended to purchase the 7 feet compensation | 
water in the Rivelin, which would give 1} million gallons per day, so that 
had the bill passed, the water supply to Sheffield would have been more than 
doubled instantly. The bill being lost, I was at ence applied to, to see what 
could be done to get an additional supply, and it was resolved that whatever 
was done should be of a very comprehensive character. The company en- 
deavoured to overcome the opposition of the millowners, and had been suc- 
cessful in that endeavour. 

Mr. RicHarDs intimated that the opposition of the Duke of Norfolk’s| 
trustees to the preamble of the present bill was withdrawn, it being under-| 
stood that a guarantee would be given that the water of the Rivelin should 
not be taken. | 

Examination continued: It is not the intention of the promoters to take) 
away the 10 cubic feet per second from the Loxley for compensation to the| 
millowners. I object to reviewing the question as to the available quantity | 
to be obtained from it, but we have agreed with respect to the rest of the) 
drainage-area, that we should work out actual results of investigation. The} 
promoters will give compensation on each reservoir in proportion as soon as! 
they complete each. The daily capability of the completed works was 2,358,000) 
gallons. By the end of next year the Agden reservoir will be completed, 
which will furnish 1,918,000 gallons. In 1869 the Strines reservoir will be 
completed, furnishing 1,851,000 gallons more—altogether, 6,127,000 gallons. 
In 1870, Dale Dyke will furnish 670,000 gallons more. In 1871, Annet 
reservoir will give 195,000 gallons—making the grand total, in round numbers, 
7 million gallons a day. The Rivelin and Loxley systems will then be com- 
pleted, and the compensation water will be given out. In 1871, estimating the 
population of Sheffield at 288,000, there will be 25 gallons a head per day—a fair 
quantity for the supply of domestic and sanitary and ordinary trade purposes, 
but not for the peculiar trade requirements of thetown. The new reservoirs 
are Broomhead and Moorehall, in the Ewden Valley, giving a drainage-ground 
of about 9000 acres, the area of the reservoir being 185 acres, and the 
Damflask reservoir in the Loxley Valley, draining 3030 acres, and having 
an area of 111 acres. 

Some consultation here took place between this court and the other Court 
of Referees, the result of which was that 

The CHarRMAN stated that the court would be ready to arbitrate in regard 
to the question of costs, but it would be necessary to give evidence as to the 
withdrawal of the claims relating to the Langsett and Midhope reservoirs. 

The various parties who had made application for costs agreed with Mr. 
Burke in adopting this course, but the question in the meantime was deferrec |! 
until claims had been setiled. 

Examination continued: The whole amount of rainfall is 11,301,000 
gallons per day from the 9000 acres, out of which one-third is to be given t« 
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the millowners, leaving for the supply of the town 7,534,000 gallons. Look- |, 
ing to the future, this, added to the 6 million odd gallons from sanctionec 
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works will give 14} million gallons a day, equal to 25 gallons a head per day 
for domestic and sanitary purposes, and 10 gallons for trade purposes. The 
cost of constructing the new works and finishing those now sanctioned in the 
Loxley will be £500,000, exclusive of piping, &c., which will cost about 
£100,000 more. This comprises everything which can be foreseen, but of course 
there will be unforeseen circumstances which will have to be provided for. 
Mr. Eadon complains of part of his property being taken for the Damflask re- 
servoir. It is not much of a residence, and the reservoir will be a great im- 
provement. There is no new house there. It is possible that there are minerals 
under the estate, but they are not of a more remarkable character than any in 
the entire neighbourhood of Sheffield. For any injury done him he will be 
compensated. The promoters do not take more of his land than they abso- 
lutely require. I believe there will be a small drift on one part of the estate, 
but I do not know it is of any special value. I understand that the Duke of 
Norfolk wants protecting clauses. The promoters will have power in the 
bill to take an extra 100 acres for any purpose they may require, which it is 
impossible at present to foresee or estimate. The quantity is really 
insignificant. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: This land is only intended to be used 
for the carrying out of the powers granted by the existing Act and the 
amended Act of the company. 

By Sir Morpaunt Wetts: I cannot say that Mr. Eadon has the right 
of fishing in the stream; I presume he has. It may be that the bill pro- 
poses to take 89 acres out of Mr. Eadon’s estate of 150 acres, and to divide 
the estate. There may be such things as fish in the stream, but I have never 
known of any, and I have a good eye for a fishing stream. 

Sir Morpaunt Wetts: I may state to the court that Mr. Eadon has the 
exclusive right of fishing over the stream. I should like to know whether 
there would be any objection to giving him the right of fishing in the 
reservoir, 

Mr. Hassarp asked whether that point would be conceded. 

Witness : There could be no objection to it if the fishing were confined to 
angling—not netting—from his own frontage. The company I am sure 
would leave that matter with referees. No doubt there will be an abundance 
of water in the reservoir, I think Mr. Eadon ought to be liberally con- 
sidered, but it appears to me that he is asking too much. He claims to fish 
over 80 acres, because he now has the right of fishing over 5, As to whether 
the area should be coextensive with the right he has at present on the river, 
| am sure the company would leave it to the referees to decide. Though 1 
think Mr. Eadon should be liberally dealt with, he is asking too much in 
applying for an area twenty times as much as at present. 

Mr. Burke objected to this line of examination, on the ground that Mr. 
Hawksley was there to give evidence as an engineer, and not to state what 
the promoters were prepared to do in the way of compensation. 

By Mr. Hassarp: The rule is, that the right of the foreshore, so to 
| speak, is vested in the company. 

By Sir Monpaunt WEtts: It may be that five years are taken to deter- 
| mine whether the land should be taken for a reservoir or not. If it should 
| turn out that there is sufficient area without this reservoir, it may be that 
|} the company would have power to decline making the work at all, and 

that Mr. Eadon would have no claim to compensation fer suspense. In jus- 
tice, I must say that Mr. Eadon’s property is of the very commonest 
| kind, Independently of the Damflask reservoir, the quantity of water 
available from other sources will be 2,275,000 gallons. ‘The population of 
Leeds is 230,000, and the total quantity of water taken under the Leeds 
| water bill is 15 million gallons. I do not know whether any land has been 
bought below or above the reservoir. We propose to take 8 million gallons 
more water under the new bill than under the old one. The total quantity 
| will suftice for a population of 400,000. That quantity is reduced to a cer- 
| tainty, and that being so, I think five years is a reasonable time for taking 
| Mr. Eadon’s land 
| Re-examined by Mr. Rounp: The promoters are obliged to make the re- 
servoirs in succession, and to lay out vast sums on the credit of the under- 
taking, and that is the reason for their being obliged to buy land when they 
wantit. Sometimes much more than five years are taken in works of this 
nature, and it is in regard of the question of expense and of proper 
construction that we have fixed on that period. The quantity of land 
scheduled is larger, of course, than we shall require, but we do not 
know what we shall want. If by purchasing for all the reservoirs at 
;once we proceeded with precipitancy, we should not be able to raise 











jthe money. It will be for the company to decide which reservoir they will 
construct first, and to buy the land for it. In all probability about 40 acres 
;of Mr. Hadon’s land would be actually taken, but in water-works consider- 
j able latitude is required. If the proposal made in the name of Mr. Eadon 
| were allowed, any gentleman whose land is covered with water would have 
| the right of fishing, and the fishing might even be let by ticket—as has 
been done in another instance—and this would be very objectionable. Any- 
thing like the use of a boat or a net would be very objectionable. If there 


| was loss of life it would be impossible to get the bodies out, and there was a 
| great objection felt by the public to drink of water in which such ocecur- 
| rences took place. 
Sir Morpaunt Wetts: Do you mean to say that it would injure the 
| weer? 
| Witness : Ido not mean to say that it would injure the water one bit, 
but I doubt whether you would like to drink it nevertheless. It is very 
| proper that precautions should be taken to keep an unlimited number of 
| persons from fishing in the reservoir. Anything I may have said on the 
point is my own opinion, for I have had no opportunity of discussing the 
| Subject with the directors of the company. 
| John Fowler, Esq., C.E., examined by Mr. BurkKE. 
| Tama native of Shetlield. I was called in by the water company as an 
engineer, after the bursting of the Dale Dike reservoir, and upon a careful 
examination, I came to the conclusion that the accident was caused by a 
| landslip. ‘ 
| The Cuatrman said the efficiency of the construction of the existing 
| works was not now in question. 
| Mr. Burke said the object he had in view in proposing the inquiry was 
| to show that the delay which had taken place in the execution of the works 
jalready authorized arose from circumstances over which the company had 
;}no control. 
Examination continued: Iam sufficiently acquainted with the town of 
| Sheffield and its trade to be able to say that it has suffered more than any 
{other town of importance from the want of an efficient supply of water, I 
| believe the company are acting wisely in taking steps to improve the supply, 
and that the scheme proposed by Mr. Hawksley is the best for the purpose. 
The time taken in this bill for the execution of the works is the ordinary 
time for such a purpose, I know Mr. Eadon’s property, and I believe there 
is nothing in connexion with it which should take it out of the usual course 
in such cases, The right of tishing in the reservoir might be made a great 
nuisance—as in the erection of a public-house, with a skittle-ground and 
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other games which the people of Sheffield were fond of, and the right of 
fishing in the reservoir. There is not a very extensive fishery at Loxley, 
and as to the relative importance of Mr. Eadon’s claims, and the company’s 
right to have the property concerned, the former is a very small, and the 
latter a very large question. The pig a J ought, in the interests of the 
public, to have the power of electing whether they will give the privilege of 
fishing over the reservoir or not. N 

By Mr. Hassarp: The peculiarity of Sheffield is the large amount of 
water required for trade purposes. It would be equally disadvantageous for 
the company to establish a public-house on the foreshore of the reservoir, 
but they could have no interest in doing so. 

Mr. Jackson, chief constable of Sheffield, was next examined, and gave 
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evidence with respect to his inquiry into the insufficient supply of water to the 
borough, and his report to the Town Council. It appeared from that report 
that he had instituted an inquiry into the loss caused by the scarcity of water ; | 
that he found that 81 fertane mr clo consulted were entirely, and 22 partially 
supplied with water from sources independent of the water company ; that 98 
were wholly dependent on the company, but had sustained no loss ; and that 
50 manufacturers reported that the 4491 persons in their employ lost £1522 

er week owing to the scarcity of water. In 1864 and 1865 water could not 
be obtained for the watering of the streets, nor in 1863 either, and projects 
for getting a sufficient supply were viewed with great favour by the inhabi- 
tants of Sheffield. 

The only remaining opposition to the preamble having reference to the 
Damflask reservoir, the examination of Mr. Jackson, was not proceeded with. 

Mr. Frep. Fow er said there were 23 different owners on the site of the 
proposed Damflask reservoir. ‘ 

Mr. Burke stated that an arrangement had been made with Mr. Eadon, 
that when notice was given to him, the company should take all his land. 

Mr. Burke said the opposition to the preamble was now disposed of, 
but with regard to the clauses of the bill, he was not able to proceed, not 
from any Jaches on his part, but because he had not been furnished with 
those which it was intended to propose. He’ therefore asked for an 
adjournment. ; . 

‘The CHarrMAN said the referees ought to be furnished with evidence 
as to the withdrawal of the Little Don scheme, in order to enable them to 
arbitrate in the matter of costs. 

The parties not being ready to proceed on this point, it was agreed that 
the discussion of the clauses and the evidence as to costs, should be 
adjourned until the following Monday. 

‘The preamble of the bill was declared to be proved. 


Monpay, Aprit 1. 

Mr. Werster, Q.C., now appeared on behalf of Mr. Fox, and Mr. C. 
Pottock, Q.C., for the Rev. Mr. Hudson, to ask for the cost of the petitioners, 

Sir Morpaunt WELLs said that a misunderstanding had arisen between 
his client, Mr. Eadon, and the promoters. Mr. Eadon had had an interview 
with Mr. Fowler, C.E., and had proposed to the promoters that the company 
should bind themselves to the whole of it, and should be taken within a year. 
Mr. Fowler had asked for five years, to which proposal Mr. Eadon assented, 
on the distinct understanding, however, that the company would place them- 
selves in a position to take the whole of his property within that period; 
and that they must not exercise the power of taking that property within 
five years without binding themselves at once to take the whole of it. But 
a misunderstanding had arisen; the agreement had fallen to the ground ; and 
he now asked the committee to reopen the preamble of the bill, in order to 
place his client in the same position as he stood before. 

The CuatrMan: I do not think we can reopen the preamble. 

Mr. Burke: My learned friend was in the room at the time I stated the 
terms of the agreement come to with Mr. Eadon, and those terms were not in 
the slightest degree dissented from. 

Mr. Hassarp: So far as we are concerned, it was not a matter of agreement; 
Mr. Eadon’s case was fully heard. 

Mr. Burke said the statement he made on the last occasion was simply 
this :—It was arranged that Mr. Eadon should have power to ask the company, 
in the event of their taking a portion of his land, to take the whole. And 
ke stated that he did not think the company would be injured by taking it, 
because if they took part, they would have to pay compensation for the 
severance; and if they took the whole they could sell what they did not 
want. It would in the end come to much the same thing. That was his 
statement, and it was after he made that statement, in the hearing of Sir 
Mordaunt Wells, of Mr. Eadon, and of his agent, that the opposition was 
withdrawn. 

Sir Morpaunt WELIs said the referees had to decide upon the merits of 
the bill, the same as any ordinary committee. He proposed to put Mr. Eadon 
into the box to show that the agreement upon which his opposition had been 
withdrawn had been repudiated by the promoters; and if he showed this, he 
thought he was entitled to ask the court, as an act of justice to his client, to 
reopen the preamble, 

Mr. Burke: We said that if we should be compelled to take part of the 
property we would be bound to take the whole, at his option. Mr. Eadon, 
desiring to turn his property to immediate account, now said, ‘* You shull buy 
it at once.” 

Sir Mornnaunt Wetts: No, in five years; that is what we ask. 

Mr. Hassarp: When the time comes, cannot you tender a clause ? 

Sir Morpaunt Wetts said he did not wish to be shut out from opposing in 
the House of Lords, which he would be if he appeared here upon clauses, As he 
had withdrawn his opposition to the preamble upon what was evidently a 
misunderstanding as to the agreement, he must ask the court to reopen the 
preamble. 

The Cuarrman said the referees wished to act with strict justice between 
the parties. They could not reopen the preamble; but it was open to Mr. 
Eadon to propose a clause to bind the company to purchase his land, and 
when that clause was brought forward it would be fully considered. The 
clauses were then proceeded with. On clause 4 being read, 

Sir MorpAunt WELLS said this was the time for bringing forward his clause 
on behalf of Mr. Eadon. The object of that clause was to compel the promoters 
to purchase the whole of bis land within a period of five years, A 

Mr. Parkes (parliamentary agent) said he had two clauses to propose 10 
lieu of the one brought forward by Mr. Eadon. They were to the effect that 
the company should be compelled to purchase the whole of Mr. Eadon’s 
estate, if they required to take any portion of it, and that the period of pur- 
chase should be limited to five years. 

Mr. George Eadon, examined by Sir Morpaunt WELLS. —_ 

The estate on which the promoters proposed to construct the reservoir is MY 
property. I purchased the property with the intention of occupying it a8 4 
summer residence. The river runs for about three-quarters of a mile or & 
mile through the property. I have planted 70,000 trees on the estate, with 
the view of making it an ornamental property. - It is situated about six miles 








from Sheffield. The promoters proposed in the first instance to take about 90 
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acres out of 172; and they would take the best part of the estate. In the bill’ 
they propose to have power to take the property within five years; so that 
they may come at any time, within the five years, and take possession ; or 
they will be at liberty not to take it at all. I thought it was only fair to me 
that the company should be bound to take the property within the time 
specified, or to leave it alone. My first instructions to my counsel were that 
they should be bound to purchase it within a year. After Mr. Fowler was 
examined I had a communication with him. He asked me whether I was 
willing to sell this land. I said, “If I cannot have the enjoyment of it, I 
would rather sell the whole estate, but I must limit the time within twelve 
months.” He went and had a conference with the directors. and then 
turned round and said, ‘* You must give us five years.” I said, * Very well, 
as long as I know it is an absolute sale, and I can enjoy the estate in the 
meantime, I will give you five years.” Upon that, I instructed Sir Mordaunt 
Wells to withdraw any further opposition tothe scheme. I certainly under- 
stood that there was a distinct agreement between us. I should be content 
to have that reservoir struck out of the bill, and have the enjoyment of my 
property; but if the reservoir is to be constructed, I should like to have 
something certain between us. If that agreement had not been entered into 
in the terms in which I stated it, I should have continued my opposition. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Burke: I was in the room when you made your 
statement, and I heard what you said, but I left the case in the hands of Sir 
Mordaunt Wells. 

Mr. T. J. Flockton, examined by Sir Morpaunt WELIs. 

Lamasurveyor. I prepared the plan now produced of Mr. Eadon’s pro- 

perty, shewing how it will be spoiled by the proposed works. It is a beautiful 


and ‘water, hill and dale. 


and he must submit to the court that it was never contemplated by the 


}| Legislature that compulsory powers should be given to a company over a 


ntleman’s estate for so long a period as five years; and this not for an 
immediate supply of water, but for the possible future supply of a popula- 
tion of 400,000 at Sheffield. So that if it should turn out that they could 
get a sufficient supply of water from other reservoirs they might not require 


its present form, would for that long period be kept in a state of suspense, 
and even at the end of the five years he would not know that his property 
was to be taken. His object was to protect himself from being kept in this 
state of uncertainty, and ‘he was, therefore, quite willing that they should 


||*have his estate, but upon the condition that they should be bound to take 
|| the whole within the five years, 


By this arrangement he would have the 
opportunity of looking out for another property elsewhere. He was only 
asking for what was just and reasonable, and he (Sir Mordaunt Wells) 
hoped the court would, under the circumstances, give effect to the clause 
which had been offered, and so uphold the verbal agreement which had been 
entered into between Mr. Eadon and Mr. Fowler. 

Mr. Burke said he had very little to say upon the matter. The referees 
had heard all this the other day, and it would be in their recollection that 
what he stated was, they had agreed with Mr. Eadon that if they gave him 
notice to take a portion of his ape he should have the os of 
declaring at the time whether he wished them to take the whole. It was 
after he made this statement that Sir Mordaunt Wells got up and withdrew 
his opposition. It would be a hardship upon the company to compel them 
to purchase property whether they wanted it or not ; therefore they had 
proposed the clauses just read. The company were willing to be bound by 
their agreement. 

The CHAIRMAN said the referees were of opinion that the company ought 
to elect whether they would take the land within six months; and, if they 
did, then that they should take the whole, the period for compulsory sale to 
be limited to five years. 

On clause 6, 

Mr. Ricwarps said this-clause had reference to the 100 acres. The object 
of this 100 acres was for the purpose of strengthening the company’s reser- 
voirs, and not for the purpose of erecting any additional works. ‘Therefore 
he asked that some words should be inserted in the clause to that effect, 
limiting the purposes for which the land was required. The Duke of Nor- 
folk, for whom he appeared, was extremely anxious that any extra flow in 
the rivers should not be taken possession of by the company for other pur- 
poses than for the use of the town of Sheffield. He did not wish in the 
slightest degree to cripple the company; he was quite ready to agree that 
they should use these 100 acres for the purpose of strengthening their 
eeservoirs, but he objected to their erecting other works. 

Mr. Hassarp said, if the petitioner apprehended that anything prejudicial 
‘to him would be done, he.should bring up a clause to protect his interests. 

Mr. Ricnarps said the clause he should propose would be this: ‘* Not- 
withstanding anything herein, or in any other Act contained, it shall not be 
lawful for the company to eonstruct any additional or enlarged reservoirs 
‘other than the reservoirs authorized by this and such other Acts respectively.” 
The duke was a large pe ewner, and his object of course was that the 
same flow of water should remain in the river running through Sheffield as 
existed at present. In order to secure that object, it would be necessary to 
provide that the 100 acres mentioned in this clause should not be made 
use of for the purpose of erecting other works. When Mr. Hawksley was 
‘being examined on this point, he said that this land was not required for the 
extension of the works, but for the strengthening of the reservoirs now 
existing or contemplated, and he expressed his willingness to insert words 
which would limit the use of the land to that object. 

Mr. Burke said he should oppose the introduction of the proviso. 

Thomas Hawksley, Esq., recalled, and examined by Mr. Rovunp. 

The clause in the bill is in the usual form; the clause proposed is an 
unusual one. In the first place it would prevent our making even an en- 
larged reservoir within the limits of deviation, as specified in the bill, and 
the words ‘additional reservoirs ’’ would prevent us constructing the ‘little 
tanks that will be required for high levels. The place is becoming so full 
of people and works that we do not know what we shall want, The proviso 
would materially cripple our operations, And I may mention this, it is an 
unnecessary clause, because we have no power to do any of the works against 
which this clause is aimed. We can only construct the reservoirs shown on 
the deposited plans, but we shall want many distributing reservoirs, 

Cross-examined by Mr. RicHarps : I cannot teil the object for which the 
100 acres will be required till the necessity arises. We do not want a roving 
commission, because we can only buy the lands by agreement. I did not 
gay that the 100 acres would be required for the purpose of strengthening 
the reservoirs. Under the Water-Works Clauses Act we have no power to 
sink wells, &c. ‘Ihe 12th clause commences—* Subject to the provisions 
and prescriptions of the special Act ;”” and we can only do the things which 
= — Act eg ene 

Tt. KICHARDS: We want to prevent your using the surplus water, whi 
we believe, as riparian propeieters, will me to = = — 





Witness : The surplus waters are primarily our own under the Act of 
Parliament, and we shall use that water for our own benefit as far as we 
can; but we cannot make works for utilizing it beyond those shown on our 

lans. 
. Mr. Ricuarps: I do not wish to offer any factious opposition on the part 
of the Duke of Norfolk. 

The CuarrMaNn: We do not entertain the proviso. 

On clause 17, 

Mr. Ricuarps submitted an addition providing that for the purposes of 
this Act the river Rivelin should not be regarded as a tributary of the river 
Loxley. 

Mr Hawksley said there was no intention of doing that which seemed to- 
be apprehended by the learned counsel. i 

Mr. Rounp said there was a clause to be inserted on the part of the mill- 
owners which might probably meet his learned friend’s views. ; | 

Mr. Ricuarps said the duke was satisfied with the clause which would} 
satisfy the millowners on this point. 








farming estate and a very nice residential property, containing as it does wood | 


Sir Morpaunt WELIs said Mr. Eadon’s case was a very exceptional one, | 


r. Eadon’s property at all; and Mr. Eadon, should the bill be passed in | 


On clause 20, 


owners the 10 cubic feet over the Loxley gauge, specified by the Act of) 
1853. He thought there should be a clause securing 10 cubic feet over the | 
| Loxley gauge until the Damflask reservoir was made, and after that reser- 
| voir was made that there should be 13 cubic feet over the gauge. j 
| Mr. Hawxstey said there must be some mistake, for there would always | 
be 10 cubic feet over the Loxley gauge until the Damflask reservoir was | 
made, and when that reservoir was made the millowners would have, in; 
addition, the surplus from the Damflask reservoir. 
| Mr. Hassarp: It is a mere question of figures. ‘.: ; 
The proposed addition was negatived. The remaining clauses in the 
printed bill were then gone through and agreed to. | 
|“ A MS. clause was proposed to the effect that the company should have 
six months within which to elect whether they would take Mr. Eadon’s! 
| land, and that if they did exercise their power they should take the whole | 
| property. 
y Mr. BurKE: We wish to deal quite fairly with Mr. Eadon, and therefore 
it must be understood that these clauses must be inserted conditionally upon 


Mr. Ricuarps said the clause, as it stood, did not secure to the mill-| 





what the House of Lords may choose to do respecting them. 
The CHarrMAN: We cannot take cognizance of what the House of Lords 
will do, but I can hardly think that they will upset this arrangement. 


cannot be held responsible for these clauses. 

On clause 25 ¢ being read, : ? 

Mr. WensTER proposed to insert some additional words, the object being 
to place the water company in the position in which they stood under 
clause 41 in the Act of 1864 with regard to any damage done by the bursting 
of their reservoirs. If that clause were accepted, it would not be pomeyeene | 
to prove negligence on the part of the company in the event of any suc 
damage, but they would be liable for damage done ‘by reason or in conse- 
quence of the failure or giving way from any cause whatever of any of the 
embankments, reservoirs, water-courses, or other works of the company.” 
There was a cluuse in the Act of 1853 which regulated the liability of the 
company ; but that legislation was carried further by the Act of 1864, 
which laid down that it should not be necessary to show negligence in order 
to establish a title to damages, but that if any damage took place at all from 
the bursting of their reservoirs, whether consequential or otherwise, the 
company should be liable. He trusted that there would be no objection to 
the ae of this principle by the court, and its incorporation into 
this Act. 

Mr. Hassarp: Will it not be better to put into the section a reference to 
the clause in the Act of 1864, instead of introducing new words on the 
subject ? 

Mr. WEBSTER: Perhaps that might be better. 

Mr. Hassarp: We should then be making no new legislation. If you 
introduce a new clause you will thereby introduce a new class of liabilities 
attaching to the new works of the company under this Act. 

The CHarRMAN: We should rather you would quote the section of the 
Act of 1864. 

Mr. Burk said the objection the promoters had to the proposal was, that 
the Act of 1864 was applicable to special circumstances arising out of the in- 
undation, and the company in return acquired additional rights. The 
House of Lords, under these circumstances, introduced a clause providing 
that it should not be necessary to show negligence in order to establish a 
tight to compensation for damage. But there were special circumstances in 
that case arising out of the bursting of the Dale Dyke reservoir, and special 
advantages in respect of higher rates were given to the company in return. 
It was now sought to extend this legislation to all future cases that could 
possibly arise. Under the legislation of 1853 the company were responsible 
whenever they did anything wrong. But the proposal of his learned friend 
would make them liable for the act of God as well as for their own neglect. 
He submitted that this would be an unfair legislation. The Act of 1853 was 
quite a sufficient protection to the inhabitants, and the Act of 1864, which 


company claimed special advantages, was not applicable here. 

Mr. Hassarp: Did the clause in the Act ot 1864 refer only to the Dale 
Dyke reservoir, or did it apply to the other reservoirs of the company ? 

Mr. Burke: To the Dale Dyke reservoir only. 

Mr. Wenster: My learned friend says that the company ought not to be 
made responsible for the act of God. ‘That argument would 
the reservoirs were put down by the act of God. But it is the company 


sponsible for any damage which may be done in consequence. 

The CHAIRMAN : The Act of 1864 seems to be a very exceptional Act: 

Mr. WensTer: But is it not reasonable that when a water company put 
down reservoirs they should be liable for any damage they may do} 

The Cuarrman: Is the clause in the Sheffield Company’s Act of 3864 to 
be found in the Act of any other Company ? 

Mr. Burke: No, this is the only Act in which it appears. 1 do not think 
my learned friend can show any precedent elsewhere. 

The Cuarrman: I do not think we can entertain this proposal, Mr. 
Webster. I thought at first it might be general legislation, contained in 
other water-work Acts. But I do not remember ever to have seen it in 
other Acts. 

Mr. Wenster: If the persons who sustain damage from the bursting of 
any reservoir or from the works of the company have to prove negligence 
the result will be interminable litigation. In point of fact, as is prove 
by the actions brought in the matter of the middle-level drainage, you 
cannot prove negligence, and a clause of the sort I suggest is absolutely 
necessary. 

The Cuarrman: We cannot entertain the clause. 





Mr. BurKE: Of course we shall do our best to pass the bill, but we}! 


be very good if |’ 


which constructs these reservoirs, and surely, therefore, they must be re- |’ 


r 


referred to a very different set of circumstances, and under which the water|} 
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The referees then proceeded, by agreement with all parties, to settle the 
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question of costs, and on the a) tion of Mr. Burke, it was arranged that 
all the cases should be heard before any decision was given. Patt 

Mr. Wensrer applied for costs on behalf of Mr. Fox. He said his client 
was the owner of large works on the Don, employing 1200 hands, and those 
works would have been most injuriously affected by the construction of the 
Midhope reservoir. The company had withdrawn this portion of their 
scheme, and so far Mr. Fox had entirely succeeded in showing that the pre- 
amble was not proved. What better evidence could be supplied of the truth 
of the allegations in his petition than the voluntary withdrawal of this portion 
of the bill? He submitted that the petitioner been dealt with unreason- 
ably and vexatiously, and was so entitled to costs. So late as two days 
before the referees sat, the amended bill was deposited with these wor! 
leftin. But on Saturday, March 23, it became known that the bill of the 
Water Consumers’ Company would be withdrawn ; and only on that night 
Mr. Blacklock Smith communicated the withdrawal of the works in ques- 
tion, and put this in writing next day. The referees met on the following 
a Under the circumstances he could hardly conceive a stronger case 

‘or costs, 

Mr. C. Pottock said he had to ask for the costs of the Rev. Mr, Hudson, 
who was trustee for an infant, whose property would have been destroyed 
if the proposed reservoirs had not been abandoned. The opposition to this 
| part of the bill was undertaken with the consent of the Court of Chancery, 

and it was not till the Consumers Company’s bill was withdrawn that his 
client received notice that this — of the scheme would not be pro- 
ceeded with. He would not say that the proceeding of the promoters was 
factious, but he submitted that it was unreasonable. 

Mr. GRANVILLE Somerset asked for the costs of the trustees under the 
will of Mr. William Fenton, through whose estate the abandoned reservoirs 
were to have been constructed. One of the reservoirs would have been within 
350 yards of the mansion house, and there would have been residential 
damage, as well as fishing injury, as well as obstacles to the working of mines 
and minerals on the estate. ‘The Midhope and Langsett reservoirs had been 
withdrawn at the last moment in comsequence of the opposition bill bein 
abandoned ; and then three-fifths of the present scheme were given up, an 
the referees were told that there would be plenty of water without these 
reservoirs. Mr. Burke stated at the ——— of the case that these reservoirs had 
been proposed ex abundanti cauteld, but he submitted that the extreme caution 
!| which caused them to be included in the scheme was that the company might 
| have a locus standi in opposing the Consumers Company, which proposed to 
construct reservoirs at the same place, for so soon as the latter company’s bill 
was withdrawn the promoters discovered that they could do without them. 

Mr. Rees, on behalf of the Ecclesfield Highway Board, applied for costs, 
He said it was evident that the Midhope and Langsett reservoirs had been 
retained merely for a strategic purpose—that of having a weapon with which 
to fight the Consumers Bill; and the opponents of those reservoirs were, 
therefore, entitled to costs, having been unreasonably and vexatiously brought 
here by the company. 

Mr. Vernon Hanrcovrr said that he would call Mr. Hawksley to state 
the circumstances under which these-reservoirs were withdrawn. 

Mr. Hawksley, ed, and examined by Mr. Vernon Harcourt. 

As engineer of tnis company, I laid.out this scheme before October, in last 
year, and reported upon it that month as being a complete scheme. That 
was before the prospectus of the other company came out; but I must in justice 
mention that this source of supply was 4 4 much insisted upon in the course of 
the proceedings in Parliament last year. 1 received my instructions on the 10th 
of October, and the surveyors and engineers were immediately upon the 
ground, close to Mr. Fox’s works for six weeks, and no objection was made 
during that time. In the month of November the advertisements appeared, 
mentioning the particular sites, and the plans were deposited with the parish 
clerks by the end of November. In the middle of December special notices 
were served upon Mr. Fox as a millowner that the water would be required, 
but I never heard of any objections on his part. I ought to mention that no 
part of the reservoir stands upon Mr. Fox’s grounds, neither was it proposed 
to take any portion of his minerals. The notices were served upon him as a 
millowner, On the 17th of December the bill was deposited, and from that 
time till the middle of February I never heard of any objection being 
made by him. In February a communication was made through Mr. Young 
the millowners engineer, from Mr. Fox, relating to a proposition to increase 
the compensation water in the Little Don Valley. His objections on that 
point have been met by the arrangements made. Afterwards I was informed 
that he intended to oppose the whole bill, and not this particular clause. 
After considering the matter, I upon the whole advised that these reser- 
| voirs should be withdrawn, because I found the opposition to the remainder 
of the bill would be comparatively small, and that, so far as I could judge, 
we should be able to pass the bill, and secure 15 million gallons of water, 
giving up the valley of the Don and the 20 million gallons which we had 
hoped to take for the supply of the town. The reservoirs were not with- 
drawn on account of Mr. Hudson's petition at all. The telegram to Mr. 
Fenton’s trustees applied to the only reservoir in which they were interested. 
The petition of the Highway Board is a very general one, to which these 
reservoirs had no application. ‘They have withdrawn their opposition, 
having got clauses by arrangement. itis not true that three-fifths of the 
scheme have been abandoned. We certainly withdrew 9446 acres of drain- 
age, but our scheme includes 6495 acres in the Ewden Valley, and 3030 in 
the Damflask. 

By Mr. Hassarp: Mr. Fox asked for more compensation, which would 
have been given to him if the Little Don Valley had not been struck out. 
_ Hudson has some mills ; no arrangement has been made with regard to 
them. 

By Mr. Harcourt: Mr. Fox is interested in the bill as it stands, and 
oe the benefit of the compensation to the millowners from the Ewden 

alley. 

Mr. Blacklock Smith, examined by Mr. VERNon Harcourt. 

I saw Mr, Smith, the solicitor for Mr. Fox, very soon after our bill was 
deposited. He then said he should have something to say to the scheme, 
but that Mr. Fox was friendly to the company. I did not see him again for 
two months, and I then asked him whether he was prepared with his de- 
mand. He said he was not. When I came up to London a few weeks 
since, he called on me, and said Mr. Fox would want clauses protecting his 
minerals. I pointed out the stringent clauses in the General Act, but'he 
said they were not enough, and that he must insist upon clauses in this bill. 
He never led me to suppose that Mr. Fox objected to the guaranteed quan- 
tity of water. The increased quantity of compensation: had been arranged 
with the millowners before I saw him. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Davipson: I heard of the Consumers Company 
immediately after the failure of our bill of last year. We resolved to give 
up our reservoirs about seven or eight o’clock on the evening of the 22nd 
ult. Atthat time I was aware that the Consumers Bill had been withdrawn. 
I told Mr. Fox’s solicitor that he had a stronger case than I had thought he 
had. I did not say there was a screw loose in reference to the bottom of the 








reservoir as affecting Mr. Fox’s minerals, I had sent down some of Mr, 


Hawksley’s people, and they returned om the Saturday evening. After con-}} 


sultation we then agreed to withdraw the reservoirs. I sent Mr. Hawksley’s 
people down because Mr. Smith told me there was great danger. Mr. Smith 
told me that if we withdrew the reservoirs he should not oppose the bill, 
He also told me that if the reservoirs went on he should want clauses to pro- 
tect the minerals. 

_Mr. Burks, in addressing the referees, said he could not conceal from 
himself the importance of the question they were now called upon to adjudi- 
cate, because if their decision. was that the company ought to pay the costs 
of these parties, there would be an end for all time to come of conciliatory 
arrangements being entered into by promoters which would involve the 
abandonment of any part of their bill. The reason why power was given to 
committees to award costs was that they might be able to deal with cases in 
which the course pursued was factious or unreasonable. The company had 
great responsibilities in coming before Parliament with a scheme for the 
supply of the town, and they provided a large accession of reservoir, so as to 
meet remote contingencies, and he thought they were right in so doing. They 
employed one of the most eminent engineers of the day to advise them, anda 
morer easonable course they could not adopt. It would be said they were forced 
to adopt that course through fear of the establishment of anew company. 
But there was no evidence of that, and Mr. Hawksley had told the court that, 
long before there was any suggestion of a new company, he had proposed 
this scheme. There was, therefore, no foundation for the statement that, if 
there had been, he was not at all sure the promoters would not have been 
justified in seeking to appropriate the same ground to save themselves from 
the threatened competition; and in laying out their scheme it was reason- 
able that they should look to the future wants of Sheffield. Suppose that, 
instead of yielding at the last moment to the objections of these parties, 
they etermined to support all parts of their works, where would the 
petitioners have been? They would have had no costs. Even if successful, 
it did not follow that the company would have been ordered to reimburse 
them. The cases in which costs had been awarded were extremely few, and 
had only been given where it was proved to the satisfaction of the committee 
that the parties had been unreasonably and factiously dealt with. If the 
referees decided that this was a case in which costs were to be given against 
the promoters, every person who brought forward a scheme which was not 
successful would be tuld that theirs was an impracticable proposition, in 
resisting which the petitioners had been needlessly put to expense, which 
must be repaid to them. This was not like a judicial inquiry in which one | 
person was right and another wrong; it was a matter in which persons might 
reasonably differ, and yet neither party be liable to the charge of being factious., 
What else could the promoters have done than take the course they had taken? 
Mr. Hawksley told the court that there was a great urgency for water in Shef- 
field; but he said ‘‘ one-half of my scheme will suffice for the present,”’ and 
at the last moment, finding the opposition was so great, he consented to 
give up a portion, in order not to have to sacrifice the whole. If a railwa 
company, coming to Parliament with a branch line which was very muc 
opposed, found it right to abandon that part of their scheme, and were then 
to be mulect in costs, they had better go on with the whole, which would 
certainly be very inconvenient as well as unreasonable. It would be strain- 
ing the intention of Parliament beyond what was ever contemplated by the 
provision empowering the court to award costs, if such a course were 
adopted. In some cases opposition might break out to a scheme after the 
bill was promoted, and if ful, that would be sufficient to 
entitle the opponents to costs. He submitted that, in the present instance 
the referees could not come to the conclusion that the promoters had aeted 
unreasonably or factiously to the injury of the petitioners, and unless they 
did come to that conclusion, they ought not to award costs against them. 
By the course the company had adopted, the parties had been put to far less 
— than they would have been had the whole scheme been proceeded 
with. : 

Mr. WexsTER said the abandonment of the reservoirs after the with- 
drawal of the Consumers Company’s bill, was in itself a suspicious circum- 
stance and he believed it had quite as much to do with it as any engineering 
difficulties which Mr. Hawksley discovered in connexion with that part of 
the scheme. 

Mr. C. Pottock and Mr. Granvitie Somerset briefly addressed the 
court in support of their applications. 

The referees then retired to consider their decision, and on their return, 

The CuatrMAN said: We have come to the conclusion that, as arbitrators, 
we cannot award costs in this case. We think the bill was not promoted 
unreasonably or vexatiously, and that the pact of the scheme abandoned 
was not abandoned without sufficient cause. 





Miscellaneous News, 
PHG@NIX GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 

The Adjourned Half-Yearly General Meeting of Proprietors was held at the 
Bridge House Hotel, on Wednesday, April 3—Joun E. Jounson, Esq., in 
the chair. 

Mr. PrIppEN (the secretary) having read the notice convening the meeting, 
the corporate seal was affixed to the register of shareholders. The minutes 
of the last meeting were read and confirmed, and the following report and 
statement of accounts were presented :— 


The directors submit herewith the trade account for the half year ending at 
Christmas last, and the balance-sheet of the company at the same period. 

The Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade have introduced into Par- 
liament a bill for the amendment of the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, and have con- 
sulted the Metropolitan Board of Works as to what further control it would be 
desirable to place over the metropolitan gas companies, and also as to the principle 
on which the board would be prepared to negotiate for the purchase of the interests 
of the companies. 

The Metropolitan Board have suggested, with other changes, an 18-candle gas at 
a maximum charge of 3s. 6d. per 1000 feet; or, in the event of the board being 
authorized to purchase the properties of the several gas companies, the amount to 
be paid should not in any case exceed a fixed charge of 6 per cent. on the present 
paid-up ordinary capital of the companies, the holders of which are now entitled 
to, and in the receipt of a dividend of 10 per cent. 2 he 

Your directors have, therefore, united with those of the other gas companies 
the metropolis, for the purpose of opposing any legislation that may be proposed on 
these terms. ; 

The adoption of the former suggestion would leave the proprietors of this com- 
pany, and it is believed of the other companies, no dividend whatever. The adoption 
of the latter would be nothing less than a confiscation of 40 per cent. of those divi- 
dends which, after most careful investigation by Parliament on several occasions, 
have been sanctioned by the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, on the faith of which large 
amounts of capital have been invested in the original shares of the companies, al 
have been advanced as additional capital at a lower rate of interest, under the com~- 
panies special Acts, for the extension of works to meet the increased demand for 
gas which the companies are obliged, under heavy penalties, to supply. 
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The united directors have, however, with the view of terminating the frequent 
and expensive to which they have in recent years 
been subjected, of concessions in favour of the public with 
respect to the price and purity of gas, the increase of its illumi- 
na! power, and the best means by which the latter may be tested and secured ; 
at the they desire to express their confidence that the islature will 
not sanction any measure which will deprive gas proprietors of their dividends, or 
uire them to surrender their property for a consideration below its value. 
"Testes the past half year, £17,317 6s. 6d. has been expended on plant—viz., new 
£2134 18s.; new retort-house, Vauxhall, £5441 7s.; gasholder, 
- ; mains in various parts of the district, £7280 16s.; and 
sundries, £295 15s. lid. 
Since the passing of your recent Act, there has been expended on plant as 


unde: 
£23,261 on the purchase of freehold land and buildings at Bankside. 
68,577 on ditto ditto at Vauxhall. 
35,273 on retort-house and buildings at ditto. 
17,564 on ditto ditto at Greenwich. 
13,223 on gasholder and other work at new gasholder station at Greenwich. 
55,625 on mains, machinery, &c. 


diamines 
£213,523 

P Snaae sum, £115,000 has been raised by bonds, and £90,000 by calls on new 

s 


Dr. 
ee eee ee ee + « « « £41,784 13 3 
Materials supplied ‘sé tae 0 6 0 ee 
Law expenses . a 439 18 0 
Meters—repairs and renewals 1,456 3 3 
Rates, assessed taxes, amdrent . . . 2,867 6 4 
Directors, £1000; auditors, £50 . . . 1,050 0 0 
i <6. ob © e.6 ©. «© J« 4,492 10 4 
EE sata Se ay eles wy Me Behe 14,456 9 0 
Bad debts and allowances . . . .« « «© © «© ¢ 392 8 6 
ee ee 2,865 10 0 
ee a a a a 29,140 11 5 





£108,070 5 10 


Dr. 


For Capital of 27,000 £20 shares, paid in full (maximum 


dividend 10 percent.) . . . . . . « « » £540,000 0 0 
Capitalized stock, paid in full (maximum dividend 5 per 
cent. nt a eee ee tee ee ee ee lL 
New stock, £360,000, £25 per cent. paid up (maximum 
dividend 74 per cent.) yee tae Sees OO 
Bonds at 5 per cent. . 114,620 0 0 
Unpaiddividends ....,. ° 119 4 3 
Unpaid tradesmen’s bills, &e. 22,599 14 0 
Leasehold-fund ... . 9,644 2 9 
Amount dueonloan. . . 13,000 0 0 
Balance of profit and loss— 
Undivided balance. . . . . . £11,71415 1 
Half year’s profit . 29,140 11 5 
40,855 6 6 


£974,838 7 6 





The CHarrMaN: Gentlemen, it becomes now my duty to move—‘ That 
ithe report and accounts be received and adopted.’”’ Before I finally submit 
|that motion for your adoption, there are many points to which I wish particu- 
jlarly to draw your attention; and I propose, on this occasion, contrary to my 


account. You will find there that the total amount of capital that has been 
raised by the company, including the bonds, is £878,620, and you will also 
find that we have expended upon plant £848,412. If you look at the bottom 
of the account, nearly the last item, you will find that we had at that time, 
in meters alone, the sum of £28,562, which, added to the amount expended 
on plant, leaves for working capital the sum of only £1646. I need not tell 
you that a sum of that kind is perfectly absurd as the working capital of a 
company like this. If, however, you look at the opposite side, you will see 
what our real working capital is—viz., £13,000, borrowed from our bankers, 


When you look at the trade account, and find that we have expended some- 
thing like £108,000 during the last half year, you will saterally agree with 
the directors in thinking that more working capital is required. The direc- 
tors propose that this shall be provided—not immediately, for they are 
anxious to avoid, if possible, the making of calls while gas property is in 
such an unsatisfactory state as it is—but that it will be imperatively neces- 
sary is beyond all doubt; and they will also be obliged to make a further call 
of 10 per cent. on the new stock for the completion of the works they have in 
hand. In July next, at a meeting to be specially called for the purpose, these 
subjects will further considered, and a resolution put before you with 
a view to meet the exigencies of the case early in August. I will now ask your 
attention to the trade account. ‘The first item is for coals, £41,784. With 
regard to coals, I may state that at the end of last year we were paying 
1s. _ per ton more than we were paying at the end of December, 1865, 
which made a difference of no less than £2000 against the proprietors. There 
are some persons engaged in agitating on the — of gas, and who profess 
to know everything about gas property remarkably well, who broadly assert 
that the price of coals has nothing whatever to do with the price of gas, 
a say that invariably as the cost of coal increases the value of residual 
products rises in proportion. But never was a greater fallacy®attered than 
‘that, as our accounts show upon the present occasion, for while the price of 
| coals has increased more than 1s. per ton, the coke, which is our chief resi- 
dual product, has gone down to the extent in the whole of £2260. Although 
generally we see that demand and supply go together, and correspond with 
each other, this principle does not apply to coke. With us the demand isnot 
for coke, but for gas. The gas has to be made, and the coke, therefore, is 


made, and during the winter months the make is very much in excess of the 











*€ Audited.” 


usual practice, to refer, first of all, to the balance-sheet, and not to the trade , 


and an undivided balance of £11,714. The £13,000, however, must be re- | 
paid, and by the proceedings of this day, if the recommendations of the | 
direetors are adopted, asum of about £4000 will be taken from the undi- | 
vided balance, leaving, therefore, only about £7000, added to the £1640 which | 
I first mentioned, as the total working capital of this immense undertaking. -| 


Abstract of the Trade Account, for Six Months, ending Christmas, 1866, 


Abstract of the Balance-S/. cet, at Christmas, 1866. 








To meet the deficiency and to provide for further extensions, which are indis- 
ble, another call of 10 per cent. will probably be made on the new stock in 
j next; and a further advanee is required, in augmentation of the 
ca of the company, which has not been increased for many years, although the 
coals used are increased in price and more than doubled in quantity. 

Your directors remark that the trade account for the half year is not favourable. 
An increased amount has been paid for coals and wages, without a proportionate 
increase of rental; while the receipts for coke and ammonia have been less than in 
the corresponding period of the previous year. 

During the half a net profit of £29,140 11s. 5d. has been realized, which» 
added to the undivided profits of £11,714 15s. 1d., makes a sum of £40,855 6s. 6d. 
at your disposal, out of which your directors recommend that dividends be declared 
at the following rates :— 

On the £20 divided shares . . . . 10 per cent. per annum, 

Onthenewstock. . . ... + ” ” 

On the capitalized stock .... 5 pas ” 
less income-tax, leaving an undivided balance of £7555 6s. 6d. 


At this meeting the directors retire, and nine of them offer themselves for re- 
election. By the company’s Act, seven are to be reappointed. One of the auditors 
also offers himself for re-election. Mr. Boyson, in consequence of continued indis-~ 
position, desires that his name may be withdrawn, and your directors much regret. 
the resignation of so intelligent and so efficient a colleague. 


Cr. 


By Rentalforlight . . . « © » © © @ » . £85,663 12 11 
17,208 2 


Coke medeforesle . . 2. 2 s+ © = se ec wo o Me 0 
Breeze . ce, ss os See Se ‘ 974 0 2 
as « @ «© 6 e «s&s 2's + so See 
Ammonia... ... +» <i 604 9 
Interest received. . . 2510 3 
Miscellaneous receipts . 1909 2 9 


£108,070 5 10 























Cr. 
By Amount of plant at Midsummer last, . £831,095 3 7 
Add— 
Expended this half year in extension of works 17,317 6 6 
£848,412 10 1 
Investment of leasehold-fund , 9,644 2 9 
CE 5g «5 @ @ © 272 0 0 
Amount due from sundries— 
Christmas quarter . ° £56,056 12 7 
eee er es es 1,325 7 2 
——- 57,38119 9 
Amount due forcoke . . . .. £6,036 14 0 
Ditto breeze ile 225 0 7 
Ditto tar 2,988 3 0 
Ditto ammonia oe ie ee 489 18 6 
Ditto sundries ne ole 2 oe $,122 1 7 
12,861 17 §& 
Steckofeesls.. . . © © 6 @ £13,908 6 8 
Dittocoke . . . + « 43114 0 
Dittobreeze . . .. 77 4 0 
Ditto tar 333 9 0 
Ditto ammonia 99 9 6 
14,850 3 2 
Meters at Midsummer last . £26,971 8 7 
Additional meters . . . 1,591 6 9 
eae 
Balance attreasurer’s . . . 2,852 18 9 
£974,838- 7 6 


(Signed) Ricuarp Downs, 


Gero. D. GrpBes, } (Auditors. 
‘‘emand, and we have considerable difficulty in gitting rid of it. During the 
| .at half year there was, as I say, a diminution in the price of coke, as com- 
»ared with the previous year, of £2260; and with reference to ammonia, 
nother of our residual products, the price last half year was only £604, 
‘ hereas at Christmas, 1865, it was £1448. The price of ammonia has gone 

»wn to a very large extent; breeze also is reduced in price, although it is 
ot shown in the accounts. So you see that the theory of an increased value 
in residual products, with an increased cost of coal, is altogether a mistake. 

A Proprietor: How has the price of tar been affected ? 

The Cuarrman: The tar account, I am happy to say, is very much as it 
has been, from the circumstance that we are under a contract for the supply 
of our tar at a very good price, which contract has been renewed this year for 
seven years. ‘The rates and taxes have increased considerably ; the salaries are 
much the same; wages paid a little higher; bad debts and allowances con- 
siderably less, being only 13d. per ton against 33d. per ton of coals last year. 
Upon the whole there is not much difference from former accounts, and 
therefore I need not dilate upon that, and will merely add that the increase 
in the cost of coals and the loss upon coke and ammonia amount to £5706, 
which is nearly equal to, if not rather more than } per cent. upon your 
half year’s dividends, or 14 per cent. upon the whole year. According to 
the accounts submitted to you, therefore, to-day, we have not been earning 
our full dividend, but are obliged to go to our reserve-fund to make up the 
deficiency, and it is fortunate we have that reserve-fund to apply to on this 
occasion. And yet, in the face of this state of things, there has been a 
recommendation by the Metropolitan Board of Works that a bill shoyld be 
brought into Parliament under which the price of gas should be reduced to 
3s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet, and the illuminating power increased from 12 to 
18 candles. I need not tell you that we no sooner heard of this proposition 
being submitted to the Board of Trade than we took steps to protect your 
interests. We submitted the question to the gas engineers, and five of them in 
committee reported upon what would be the difference of cost to us in 
making 18-candle gas instead of 12. Their report was that it could not be 
done under an increased cost of 1s. 23d. per ton of coals. Taking this 
increased cost in connexion with the diminished rental by the reduo- 
tion of 6d. per 1000 feet in the price of gas, the result would be not 
only that you would be altogether deprived of every farthing of 
your dividends, but we should be in a very considerable deficiency at the 
end of the year. I need not dwell further upon this recommendation 
of the Metropolitan Board of Works, because it has not been in ite integrity 
acted upon. But I may state that that recommendation was endorsed by the 
corporation of the City of London, and their worthy, talented, and respectable 
officer the town-clerk, for whom I have the greatest possible respect, was 
instructed to express the opinion of the City that it was a very proper and 
good measure. The town-clerk, moreover, goes further, and he attacks the 
accounts of our engineers and criticizes their figures. He takes, as the basis 
of his calculations, the accounts of the Western Gas Company—which is a 








_— 








a 











—$—$—.. 








264 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING. WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 


[April 16, 1867. 





cannel company—for the year 1865. The town-clerk takes their accounts, and 

M calculates f 

ey would only be 103d., and says we are in error in saying it would be more. 
will just assume, fora moment, that this gentleman is right and we are 

wrong—that the increased cost will only be 103d. What is the result? Why 

this 103d. per ton additional cost, added to the 6d. per 1000 diminished price 


land us in a deficiency of £3127. The proposal, therefore, appears tolerably 
absurd. But there is one feature in the town-clerk’s statement which does 
excite a little amusement. 


that we ought to have no waste at all!—that our waste at present is perfectly 


the Great Western. Now that is a case.in which the whole of the gas is 
conveyed along a single line of main, a distance of about three miles, with- 
out a single connexion throughout its entire length, to the place where it is 
all consumed. There, the town-clerk says, they have no waste. But, 
with all respect to that worthy officer, I beg to tell him we have ascertained 
that the waste at those works amounts to 7 per cent., notwithstanding the 
altogether exceptionally favourable circumstances under which the gas is 
distributed. In fact, we know it is impossible to conduct gas-works without 
that loss of gas which is called waste, but which, perhaps, is a very improper 
term. It means the difference between the gas which passes through the 
station-meter at the works, where it is registered at a high temperature, and 


which is taken to be the consumption at the public lamps. Passing through 
the cold earth for miles and miles, the gas becomes very largely condensed, 
and the = considerably reduced. There is to add to this a certain 
amount of leakage, caused by broken pipes, and some which is fraudulently 
taken by unscrupulous consumers; but we believe our loss in the latter 
respect is very small indeed, and I wish to speak in terms of respect of our 
consumers generally, Well, this is the town-clerk’s first fallacy, but then 
he proceeds to put a money value upon this waste. In doing so he takes the 


another which did charge 6s., but has now, I believe, reduced the price to ds. 6d. 
for cannel gas, and he adds the two together and gets an average price of 4s, 8d. 
But we know that, though there isa company which is charging 3s. 4d., it is not 
the largest company in the metropolis, and that the company which did charge 
6s. for such gas is not a very large one, and that the great bulk of the gas sup- 
plied in London ischarged at the rate of 4s. per 1000. Thetown-clerk, however, 
takes the two extreme figures, and, having, as he supposes, got the average 
price of gas in London, he says: ‘‘ If you gas companies would save this 
waste, and turn it into money at the rate of 4s. 8d. per 1000 cubic feet, you 
would realize a very handsome sum.’ He makes out that it would amount 
to £336,000, which, he says, would be sufficient to pay us a good divi- 
dend. A more fallacious calculation can seareely be imagined. If we have 
waste, the only loss to the companies is the net cost which the making of that 
gas occasioned. It is not what it would fetch if it were sold, because it was 
not sold, and never would be, the consumers having had all the gas they 
required. But I will not dwell further on this subject; I will only say that 
the suggestion of the Metropolitan Board of Works had something exceed- 
ingly startling about it. There was a boldness in the proposal to require 
18-candle gas at 3s. 6d. which did astound us a little at first, but after all it 
came within the comprehension of every individual, notwithstanding that all 
persons engaged in the manufacture of gas knew how absurd it was. But 
since then the Government themselves have brought in a bill, which has 
been read a first time in the House of Commons, and proposed to be read a 
second time in the course of a few days. It is not so bold a measure as that 
of the Metropolitan Board of Works, but really, upon carefully looking at it, 
it appears to be quite as dangerous and quite as objectionable. It begins by 
telling us that our price for gas shall be reduced. It does not say to what 
extent, but it says if we supply gas of 12 and under 13 candles illuminating 
power we shall charge only 3s. per 1000 cubic feet; if it is equal to 13 and 
under 14 candles, we may charge 3s. 3d.; if 14 and under 15 candles, 
we may charge 3s. 6d.; if 15 and under 16, we may charge 3s. 9d.; if 
16 and under 17, we may charge 4s.; and so on, allowing us an extra 
3d. per 1000 cubic feet for every additional candle. Therefore, presuming 
we maintain our present price of 4s., we must supply 16-candle gas, to do 
which it must, upon the average, be equal to17 candles. This seems almost 
as startling a proposition as that of the Metropolitan Board of Works, and it 
is one which certainly cannot practically be carried out. It does not end 
here, however. The bill proposes that a chemical board shall be appointed, 
which shall decide the amount of impurity that may be permitted in the gas, 
and there is to be a penalty upon the companies if for three days together the 
prescribed limit is exceeded in ever so small a degree, or if there is any sul- 
phuretted : in it at all. That penalty is 1d. per 1000 cubic feet of 
gas supplied. And the companies are to have no voice in the matter at all : 
the imperative dictum of the board is to becarried out. In addition to thisa 
pes examiner is to be = gps who is every day to make a return of the 
illuminating power and purity of the gas, and at the end of every quarter 
he is to decide what the average has been, and to decide what price the com- 
panies shall charge for their gas. He is to be bound by the Act to take for 
this purpose the lowest standard, so that, notwithstanding the quality on 
many occasions may have been very high, he is to take the lowest illuminat- 
ing power on any 14 days in the quarter, and then deduct the penalties of 
1d. per 1000. This penalty upon us would in a winter quarter amount to 
nearly £1200, and in a summer quarter to nearly £600. I venture to say 
that so serious and awful a penalty would never be imposed by any judge in 
the world. By the provisions of the bill the companies must wait till they 
obtain the official certificate of the gas examiner at the end of every quarter 
before they could make any application for their gas-rents, jfor until they 
obtain that they will not know what price they are entitled to charge; and 
~ are to be bound, on every application to a customer for the amount due 
to them, to furnish him with a statement of the illuminating power of the 
gas, the maximum price they are allowed to charge, and the actual price 
chargeable, without which the gas-rent applied for will not be re- 
coverable. Now, we have cases—many cases—in which we find it ne- 
oo, to supply gas, but where the security for our gas-rental is 
exceedingly imperfect, so that we are obliged to insist upon weekly 
or monthly payments, and to obtain a deposit from the consumer. But 
if we are put under this new rule, we should have no power to do that; we 
should be under the obligation still to supply the gas, but until we received, 
at the end of the quarter, the gas examiner’s official return, we could not tell 
what to charge. One of the important duties of some of our officers is to 
find out when persons are ee | their residences and going beyond our 
district at the end of the quarter. In such cases they go with the bill in 
hand, and it is either oy or some arrangement is made with the incoming 
tenant. But under this new scheme, by the time we should know what 
amount of gas-rental was due upon the premises, and be in a position to 





rom them that the cost of the proposed increase in illuminating | 


of gas, would not only deprive you altogether of your dividend, but would | 
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instead of being represented by 1d. per ton, will be most wonderfully in- 
creased. Well, gentlemen, these are some of the provisions of this bill, and 
I have to ask you, and every gas proprietor, to give to the directors of the 
metropolitan companies the benefit of their assistance in stopping the passage 
of a bill so exceedingly injurious to this and other companies. There is one 
| clause to which I have not referred, and that is the one relating to dividends, 
I have told you how it is proposed to regulate the price of gas, which price 
is really such as would leave you next to no dividend at all; but then comes 
the dividend clause, which begins by declaring that for the future your divi- 
dends shall be reduced to 7 per cent. I venture to say there is no instance 
on record where a rate of dividend settled by law, revised by law, confirmed by 
law, and received by the proprietors, has been altered in so arbitrary and un- 
constitutional a manner as is here proposed. With regard to railways, they 
are entitled as we and the water companies are to 10 per cent., but there is a 
provision in their Act of Parliament that, when they are able to pay their 
maximum dividend, the Government shall have the power of revising the tariff 
of their charges, and, if they think fit, of reducing them; but there is this 
protection given to them, that if the Government do so interfere, they shall 
guarantee to them the payment of their 10 percent. But in our case there 
is not a particle of guarantee offered. And there is this anomaly in the bill, 
that the price of gas to which we are to be restricted is fixed without the 
slightest reference to the cost of coals: By our recent Act we have the 
power, in the event of a great increase in the cost of coals, to increase the 
charge for gas; but under the new bill, let the additional expenses upon the 
company be what they may—if coals rise 3s. or 4s. per ton, or the wages of 
workmen increase materially—whatever, in fact, the altered circumstances 
may be, we can make no further charge; the whole of the increased burden 
must fall upon the proprietors and be taken out of their pockets. We are 
labouring under a peculiar hardship, too, in another respect. According to 
the notices issued, the bill, as it was intended to be brought in, provided to 
deal with the whole of the metropolitan companies, and the metropolis was 
to be considered the area of the Getocneliton Board of Works. Now that 
area, on our side of the Thames, includes Mitcham and Wandsworth, and 
| the Crystal Palace district, and Woolwich, and some other places. The 
companies supplying gas in those districts memorialized the Board of Trade, 
| stating that the provisions of the bill would apply with extreme injustice 
and hardship to them if they were brought within its provisions. The 
result is that the Government have eliminated the whole of those companies 
from the bill, but have made no provision whatever for the outlying districts 
of the Phoenix Company. Now we light Kidbrook and Charlton and Lewis- 
ham, and a large number of public lamps on Blackheath; we light also 
Clapham Common, where there are only lamps ou one side, and the houses 
are at considerable distances apart. We light also Clapham Park where the 
roads are extremely wide, so much so, indeed, that we find it a saving to lay 
a main on each side to avoid the expense of carrying the service-pipes across. 
The interest on the amount of capital embarked in these places is not to be 
compared with that invested in the borough. Our right to charge an in- 
creased rate in these places is recognized by our existing Act, but in the new 
bill this right is entirely taken away, and we are limited to the same charge 
all over our district. hether we can get a differential rate introduced in 
committee I do not know; but, as it stands, it is manifestly unjust to ask us 
to supply these suburban places upon the same terms as we are to supply the 
densely populated parts of our district. This subject has, as you may sup- 
em given your directors a vast amount of anxiety; they are watching the 
ill with the deepest possible earnestness; they are soliciting support for its 
correction or amendment in every direction; and they now appeal to you, 
and “pee to you most earnestly, to use your best exertions and endeavours to 
assist them in the work they have in hand. Another point, which I might men- 
tion, is that an auditor is to be appointed, but no special mention is made 
of the duties of these auditors, except that they are to investigate the capitals 
of the companies. We know that it has been stated at some of the meetings 
of those who have agitated the gas question that the capitals of the compa- 
nies are too large and ought to be reduced, and the argument of these people 
is, that if one company can do with a certain amount of capital, so can 
another. But they do not take into consideration that a company like this, 
which was one of the pioneers in the work, had to put down their mains 
when iron was £27 per ton, and, therefore, they are not to be compared with 
a company which, in long after years, was able to do the same for £7. We 
know, too, that the mains originally put down have had to be taken up and 
used for other purposes, because they were much too smal] ; but we were 
among the pioneers of those who have been able to work more.economically, 
and it is not to be tolerated that our original capital invested by us under 
such circumstances is to be confiscated, which it would be by the appoint- 
ment of an auditor with power to say that the amount of that capital is 
larger than it ought to be. Gentlemen, I have to apologize for having occu- 








pied your time so long, but the ae appeared to me of such vast import- 
ance that it demanded to be brought under your very serious consideration. 
I have new only to move the adoption of the report. 

Mr. BENTLEY seconded the motion, and said the meeting were greatly 
indebted to the chairman for the remarks he had made. He thought the 
proprietors might feel perfectly satisfied that in the hands of the directors 
their interests would be protected to the utmost of their power. He hoped,. 
however, that all present would, to the utmost of their ability, assist the 
board in their endeavours to defeat a bill which must so injuriously affect 
the prosperity of the company. . 

Sir C. D. Crostey said he thought the proprietors had never been called 
together on a more important occasion since the establishment of the com- 
pany than the present. It was true that they were about to receive the 10 
per cent. to which they were entitled, but the statement just made by the 
chairman showed that the just dividends of this and every other gas com- 
aw | in the metropolis were placed in jeopardy by the bill brought into 

arliament by the Government. He felt very much the importance of 
every gentleman present using his influence to throw out this obnoxious 
and uncalled-for measure of the Government. Why, he asked, had the 
metropolitan gas companies been so prosperous? It was because they had been 
fortunate in obtaining the services of directors who were singularly honest and 
upright men, and who had diligently attended to the affairs of those compa- 
nies through a long course of years. they been under the management 
of directors such as those of some unfortunate companies, fond of jobbery, 
and reckless of the interests of the shareholders, they would have presented 
a very different etate of things to those upon which the meeting to-day con- 
gratulated themselves. And what had been the shortcomings of the gas 


out any failure of duty on their part. He believed they had acted in the 
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than they were under obligation to do. Under these circumstances he re- 
gretted extremely to find that a Conservative Government had brought a bill 
into Parliament which in its character was one of confiscation, and whose 
effect, if it should ever pass into law, would tend to put a stop to British en- 





terprise. But for that enterprise not a railway, a bridge, a water or gas 
‘| work, ora dock in this country would have been constructed ; and now, if they 
j| were told that after a company had obtained an Act of the Imperial Legis- 
‘| lature, by which 10 per cent. dividends were allowed upon their investments, 
provided they could earn it through good management on the part of the 
directors, they might at any time have that dividend reduced to 7 per cent., 
‘he would ask where would capitalists be found willing to embark in 
‘hazardous undertakings for the public benefit. He warned the Government 
that the introduction of such a policy was of the most dangerous kind. And 
he warned the Corporation of London that they were entering on a wrong 
poourse in giving support to a measure of this kind. He was himself deeply 
interested in the Pheenix and other gas companies, and was not ashamed to 
own that he spoke in defence of his own position, but he spoke more 
strongly and earnestly on account of the millions of money which he 
had invested in these companies for others, on the faith of existing 
|| Acts of Parliament. If the proposed legislation were enacted, he was con- 
|| vinced that the confidence of the public in undertakings of this kind would 
receive a terrible shaking—in fact, it would be destroyed. For what 
conceivable reason were the dividends of the companies to be reduced from 
10 to 7 percent? Were the shareholders to be punished because they had 
been fortunate in having their property well managed? And let it be well 
understood that the matter would not rest here. If the gas companies were 
to be treated in this way, so would water companies come to be treated, and 
| vailway companies also, for it did not follow that because the latter were not 
j|mow paying 10 per cent. they never would be in a position to pay it. He 
would say emphatically that this bill was an un-English bill, and one that 
jjthey must not allow to pass. From communications he had had with 
|| Members of Parliament, he believed there was already a very strong feeling 
against it, and he believed that if the shareholders in gas companies would 
but act unitedly and perseveringly in their opposition they would succeed in 
throwing it out. He trusted that it would be rejected on the second reading, 
and not allowed to go into committee, so that the Government might be 
taught that British capitalists regarded with indignation such an attempt to 
interfere with the rights secured to them by the Legislature, and on the 
faith of which they had embarked in these undertakings. 

Mr. Gray said the chairman had very ably directed the attention of the 
proprietors to one of the most infamous bills ever laid upon the table of the 
House of Commons. It was a bill not to regulate gas companies, but to con- 
fiscate the property which shareholders had invested in these undertakings, 
under the solemn sanction and protection of an Act of Parliament. For his 
own part, he believed the bill would never pass; it was so disgraceful a mea- 
sure that it never could become the law of the land. But if he were mis- 
taken, and the bill received the approval of Parliament, what would be the 
next step in the same direction? Why, he supposed they would eall upon 
the Duke of Bedford to give up the landed property which at the Reformation 
passed into the hands of his predecessors when Henry VIII. suppressed the 
monasteries, Surely the landed proprietors of the country were not entitled 
to greater protection for their estates than gas proprietors were to be secured 
the possession of those rights which Parliament gave them when they 
invested their money in the service of the public. This bill for the 
amendment of the Metropolis Gas Act contained some most obnoxious 
clauses, and that which more than anything else made him feel 
indignant was, that there was not a clause which did not breathe sus- 
picion of the motives and conduct of the directors of the companies. It 
was almost impossible that these clauses could have been framed in a more 
offensive style. But he would assert, without fear of dispute, that the 
gentlemen associated in the conduct of the metropolitan gas companies were 
as unimpeachable in their character as any of the Ministers of the Crown. 
If the provisions of this bill were complied with, beyond the additional 
cost of the gas supplied to the public, the establishment expenses of all the 
companies would be very largely increased. The remuneration and expenses 
of the ‘Gas Board” alone, as provided by the 47th section, would amount to 
£6000 or £7000 a year, and this, amongst other burthens, was thrown upon 
the companies, who by previous sections were robbed of their dividends. In 
1859 the City Gas Company, after a solemn inquiry by both Houses of 
Parliament, obtained their Act, under which they were entitled to 10 
per cent. Nothing had occurred since then to justify any change 
in the rate, and, therefore, on what ground the proposals in this 
bill rested he was at a loss to comprehend. The chairman had very 
properly reminded the meeting that according to this bill, while the 
price of the manufactured article was fixed, there was no provision 
made for the probable contingency of an advance in the cost of the raw 
material. He would not, however, further trespass upon the time of the 
———- except to say that he had every confidence in the directors, and 

lieved they would co-operate with the other companies in securing the 
rejection of this bill. 

Mr. J. Hopson said the Sheffield Gas Company, with which he was con- 
nected, succeeded last session in getting a bill through Parliament of a much 
‘more favourable character than the one now referred to. He agreed with 
the last speaker that many of the clauses in the Metropolis Bill seemed to 


|| treat the companies with suspicion at every stage. They were treated as 


rogues who ought to be checked at every turn. Having been a director of a 
gas company for ten years, his firm conviction was that the sliding scale 
proposed in this bill, with a premium for an extra candle illuminating power 
and a fine for a candle less, would operate very prejudicially. Having got a 
supply of gas at 3s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet during one quarter, the consumers 
would be very dissatisfied if, at the close of the next quarter, they were called 
upon to pay 4s. The one would have the utmost difficulty in getting in 
‘their accounts, for though the public would be willing enough to accept the 
increase of two candles in the illuminating power, they would be very loath to 
pay the additional 6d. per 1000 for it. The shareholders of provincial gas com- 
panies were watching this bill very narrowly, for they knew that what the 
metropolitan companies had now to put up with they would have to undergo at 
no very distant time. With reference to the affairs of the Phenix Company, 
he was gratified to find that, though the chairman informed them the tents 
account had not much increased, there was an addition of £5000 in the 
rental over the corresponding period of the year before, notwithstanding the 
‘depression in trade during so great a portion of 1866. With reference to the 
cost of coals, no doubt they were getting dearer, and as the beds were getting 
lower and the expense of raising coal became greater, so would the price 
continue to increase. This was another reason why gas companies should 
have a margin of price allowed. Probably they would never have 
coals cheaper again, and, as was well known, the tendency of wages 
for labour was constantly in an upward direction. His experience 
aga director convinced him that 4s. per 1000 was the lowest point 
at which the maximum price of gas in London should be fixed. The 
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chairman had made some allusion to the appointment of an auditor, 
but if the duties of that officer were confined to the verification of 
the accounts of the companies, there would not be much reason to regret his 
appointment. They had bad one for many years in Sheffield, and he thought 
the result was to give the public more confidence in the integrity and up- 
rightness of the company. ft he (Mr. Hobson) might suggest anything to a 
company like this, it was that he, as coming from the country, thought the 
gas supplied in London might be a little better than it was—at all events, he 
might say that the gas in Sheffield appeared to him to be better. 


The CHAIRMAN, in reply to the latter observation, said the gas of the 
Pheenix Company was tested twice every day, and Dr. Letheby examined it 
whenever he thought proper at their different stations, at least once a 
week; and the result was that it was always equal to 14, and sometimes 
above 15 candles illuminating power. It did vary occasionally, and that 
could not be helped, owing to the differences in cargoes of coals; but it was 
never less than 14 candles. With reference to other observations made, he 
might say that he was himself a citizen of London, and he had the greatest 
possible respect for the corporation. He believed they desired to do what 
was right, and to maintain the privileges of their great City, and that they 
would not willingly do an injury to any one. But there were some gentiemen 
in connexion with the corporation who had taken a most mistaken view of 
this case, and they had urged their intelligent town-clerk to make statements 
which everybody must extremely regret. Then again, with regard to the 
Metropolitan Board of Works, he wished to think most respectfully of them ; 
but he felt bound to say that, in his opinion, a body of commercial men, such 
as those who composed that board, ought not to endorse such statements 
without baving investigated the matter most carefully. By the course they 
were adopting, probably in their zeal and earnestness for the public interests, 
they were destroying that entire confidence which ought to be reposed in 
them as arbitrators between the public and the gas companies. With refer- 
ence to the gentlemen whose names are at the back of the bill—Sir Stafford 
Northcote, Mr. Walpole, and Lord John Manners—more honourable and up- 
right men did not live upon the face of the earth, and he was certain neither 
of them would voluntarily do a single thing to injure the companies. But 
he must say one thing, and that was, that as members of the Board of Trade 
it was their duty to protect commerce ; and, as the worthy knight had stated, 
it was the commerce of this country which had led to its greatness. He (the 
chairman) made no charge upon these gentlemen; no doubt a pressure had 
been put upon them from without, to bring forward a measure of the effeat of 
which they were not fully aware. He hoped and trusted that when they 
came to give the bill a more careful consideration, they would see the wrong 
it would inevitably inflict, and be prepared to do justice to the companies. 

The motion for the adoption of the report was then put, and carried 
unanimousley. 

Sir C. D. Crostey moved the following resolution :—‘ That this meeting 
has learned with surprise and regret that the Government has introduced a 
bill into Parliament entitled ‘The Metropolis Gas Act Amendment Bill,’ 
which this meeting considers a violation of public good faith. That the 
proposed bill is directly in contravention of the model General Gas Act of 
1847 and the Metropolis Gas Act (deliberately settled, by recommittal of the 
House in 1860), upon the faith of which large investments in gas property 
in the metropolis, Great Britain, and Ireland have been made. That should 
this bill become law, the same principle of confiscation will no doubt be car- 
ried out throughout Great Britain and Ireland as to gas property, and will 
also be applied to water- works and railways, and may be applied to all other 
trading companies. That this meeting pledges itself to make every effort, to 
use every means in its power, to oppose at every stage of its progress a bill 
at once so impracticable as well as unjust and unconstitutional.” 

Mr. F. A. Wicerns seconded the motion. 

Mr. BALLANCE supported the motion. He said he had that morning heard 
that the bill was to be brought in in a modified form, and he would urge 
upon the board the desirability of not gag | themselves to be led by any 
modification to withdraw their opposition. They had only to look at the 
animus with which the gas companies were treated to induce them to dis- 
trust any bill so brought forward, and to despair of shaping it into any form 
that would render it a measure of justice to those whose interests were 80 
largely affected. 

The motion was put and carried unanimously. 

Mr. Horner (deputy-chairman) moved—*‘ That dividends for the half year 
ending Christmas lest be and the same are hereby declared and made payable 
out of the profits of the undertaking, at and after the rate of 10 per cent. 
per annum on the original shares of the company, at and after the rate 
of 5 per cent. on the capitalized stock, and at and after the rate of 7} 
per cent. upon the paid-up part of the new stock of the company, de- 
ducting income-tax. That such dividends be forwarded to the proprietors 
so ordering them either through the Post-office, to their address or to their 
bankers; and also be payable immediately after this meeting, and after- 
wards at the company’s offices at Bankside, on Thursday, the 4th inst., from 
twelve till three o'clock; the remaining dividends to be forwarded by post.” 
In proposing this resolution he would merely say it would be in the recollec- 
tion of the proprietors that this time last year they had to take a sum out of 
the reserve-fund to make up the dividend. They had to do the same on the 
present occasion, but he was happy to state that the rental of the company 
since the accounts were made up was so satisfactory that ~~ had every 
reason to hope, in the course of the present half year, they would be able to 
replace it. 

Mr. Downs seconded the motion, and inquired whether the chairman 
could give the proprietors any idea as to what amount of money would be 
required by the directors in addition for the working capital of the company, 
and at what time they would be likely to make a call. 

The CuarrMAN said he thought during the year they must make a call of 
10 per cent., and probably it would be in the month of August. 

The motion was put and carried nem. dis. 

Mr. Johnson having left the chair, his place was occupied, pro tem., by 
Mr. Gray, who, referring again to the chief topic of the day, said they must 
either get rid of the bill or of the Government, and of the two evils he should 
prefer to choose the least. 

The retiring directors were then severally re-elected, and Mr. Johnson was 
again appointed chairman, and Mr. Horner, deputy-chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN said it was with very deep regret the proprietors had heard 
of the resignation of Mr. Boyson, and that regret was enhanced by a know- 
ledge of the fact that ill-health had compelled him to relinquish his post. 

Mr. BENTLEY submitted the following resolution:—‘*That this meeting 
receive with deep regret the resignation of their excellent director, Ambrose 
Boyson, Esq., whose business-like habits and integrity of principles rendered 
his services for the last seven years most valuable; and this meeting offer 
their earnest wishes for the restoration of his health on his retirement.” 

Mr. Horner, in very complimentary terms, seconded the motion, which 
was put and carried unanimously. 
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The vacancy occasioned at the board was then filled up by the appointment 
of W. T. Dalby, M.D. 

Dr. Davsy said he was very much obliged to the proprietors for the honour 
conferred upon bim by — him to a seat at the board. He could assure 
the proprietors that he would do everything in his power to fulfil the trust 
reposed in him, and to merit their confidence. He did not undertake those 
duties without a due appreciation of the importance of them, or a full know- 
ledge of the responsibilities they involved. At the same time, he did not 
undertake them without the most thorough determination faithfully, honestly, 
and to the best of his ability, to discharge the trust confided to him. In 80 
doing he felt that he could not do better than co-operate and work in har- 
mony with those gentlemen who had so long, so ably, and so successfully 
conducted the affairs of the se ge But, with all his good resolves, he 
could not help feeling that he was placed in a position of considerable diffi- 
culty, inasmuch as he had to succeed a gentleman whose highly trained 
habits of business and unflinching integrity of character rendered him so 
eminently fitted fora seat at the boerd. Every one present regretted the 
resignation of Mr. Ambrose Boyson, and still more that failing health should 
be the cause of that resignation. He (Dr. Dalby) could not hope to achieve 


of the company, but he could and would endeavour to walk in his steps, and 
to follow out those great and elevated principles which guided that gentle- 


|{man, not only in reference to the business of this company, but in every rela- 


tion of life. Again thanking the (een for the confidence placed in him, 
he would only express the hope that when the term of his office expired they 
would feel justified from his conduct in re-electing him as unanimously and 
cordially as they had elected him on that occasion. 

A vote of thanks was then passed to the chairman and directors for their 
services during the past half year, which Mr. Jonnson, on behalf of himself 
and colleagues, briefly acknowledged. 

The retiring auditor, Mr. Downs, having been re-elected, the business of 
the meeting terminated. 


CAPITAL AND LIABILITIES. 




















The CuarrMan, in moving the adoption of the report, said that he had 
the pleasure of congratulating the meeting on a very considerable improve- 
ment in the working property of the company. It was stated in the report 
that the directors had the satisfaction of stating that their anticipation of 
the advantages of the new _ ey of management had been fully confirmed. 
The fact was that the works had been brought under a complete supervision ; 


‘| everything now was carried or from the head office, under the special 


——— of the directors, and the practical experience of their excellent 
colleague, Mr. Kirkham, who for some months past had been acting as one 
of the board, and as director of works, and he was sure that, in mentioning 
the name of that gentleman, the meeting would agree with him that the 
directors had selected one who possesses the very best skill and knowledge in 
the profession, for the management and supervision of their property. Now, 
would see that the gross increase of profit for the half year, as com- 
pared with the corresponding 2 sec last year, had been £150; but that did 
not represent it all. By reference to the accounts it would be seen that 
whereas for retorts in the te iene half year £77 had been written off, 
in the last half year that sum amounted to £126, vw ly difference of nearly 
£50. They had discarded altogether the use of s coals, and the pur- 
chasing of large coal, as they knew, necessarily much enhanced the ex- 
— but he was glad to say that, as was found to be the result generally, 

roduction of gas was much greater by the use of large coals than by 
smal ones. He oe mention, as an instance of this, that at their Wal- 
ton station they actually carbonized 12 tons less in a given period, 
comparing 1865 with 1866, whilst the supply of gas had been largely in- 
ereased. He was unable to give the exact details, but at any rate, he would 


take as a guide the consumption and production between the two half years 
ending June and December, 1866. In the half year ending June they had 








the administrative ability which Mr. Boyson brought to bear upon the affairs | 





Dr. Balance-Sheet, December 31, 1866. Cr. 





Capital— Property held by the company— 
Received from sundry shareholders, viz. :— Trrechold wulldings ~ plant - £31,452 13 3 
£5 per share on 5827 ordinaryshares £29,135 0 0 Leasehold dittoditte . . . 27,912 17 8 
£5 per share on 2000 preference Stock in trade at sundry works 3,175 11 4 
ne: oe womeils:.% 9, <0, ae © Office furniture and fittings . % 0 0 
ls — £39,135 0 0 a £62,636 2 3 
Debts and liabilities— Items of expenditure to be liquidated out 
benturesandloans . . ., . . . £19,099 310 of revenue by instalments— 
Mortgages on sundry works . . . 8,016 13 4 Preliminary expenses . °° £900 0 0 
Tradesmenandsundries . . . 2,088 18 9 Parliamentary ditto . . . . « 250 0 0 
Acceptances for goods supplied 1,433 3 9 Chertsey (loss account), . . . . 800 0 0 
Unclaimed dividends . . . . 1712 7 —_———_ 1,950 0 0 
; ———_ 80,655 12 8 Debts due to the company— 
Be eS Sn oe ee ee 4617 2 Gasand meterrentals . . ... £4,787 6 8 
ee es 6 ee 0 @ 186 18 9 
4,974 5 & | 
Cash— | 
Cashiatbankers . . .....- + $2761 8 | 
Petty cash—balanceinhand . . . . 101 | 
7719 |) 
fos37 9 5 | £09,837 9 5 || 
Dr. Profit and Loss Account. Cr. | 
To Coalscarbonized. . . . ... £2,499 8 9 By Balance from June 30,1866 . . ton we | | 
Lime and purifying materials. . . 9419 7 i  W@ « o ~¢ « « < £5,415 2 1 | 
Wagesandlabour ......- 798 5 4 Motwrwentl@l . ww tt 204 7 | 
Rentofsundry works ...... 79 5 10 oe 5,619 9 4 } 
Localratesandtaxes ...4... 134 3 5 Coke made forsale . . ae £678 1 6 ‘ 
encyandcollection ..... . 65 3 9 RE cry Wo we: ler OS 3111 2 ! 
Miscellaneous and petty charges at ts «2 0 + 2 0 © ee 71 510 | 
Re <2. a ioe Sn. te Se few 163 7 9 CE ae ppm cath ve a, Ke is 7 27 811 i 
Travellingexpenses. . . . . « 57 5 0 a 808 7 7 | 
Retorts. ... o 4 « 126 0 0 y 
All and di oe 6215 0 
a! la xe el ie. oe a 25 6 6 
CO Ee eee 32 7 0 
Wewepeteer ... ce 6 © 154 2 6 
£4,282 10 5 
Office expenses, including directors and auditors fees, 
rent of offices, salaries, petty expenses, printing, 
stationery, and advertising. . . ..... - 563 10 4 
NepevesbG@eceemse . . « « 6 «© © 0 ot 841 11 1 
Sundries written off the following accounts— 
Furniture account. .... . £50 0 
Preliminary expenses . 50 0 0 
Parliamentary ditto 50 0 0 
ON OE a 50 0 0 
Chertsey lossaccount . . ... 550 0 0 
705 0 6 
Balance unappropriated . 0 © © «© » © @ © 4617 2 | 
£6,439 9 10 £6,439 9 10 | 





COUNTY AND GENERAL GAS CONSUMERS COMPANY. 


The Nineteenth Ordinary General Meeting of this Company was held at 
the Offices, No. 9, St. Bene’t Place, Gracechurch Street, on Friday, the 
5th inst.—E. H. J. Cravrurp, Esq., M.P., in the chair. 

The following report and stat t of ts were taken as read :— 


The directors have much pleasure in submitting the balance-sheet and accounts 
for the half year ending Dec. 31, 1866. 

After making provision for bad debts and allowances, and for all office and work- 
ing expenses, including a considerable sum for wear and tear, the revenue account 
shows a gross profit of £1581 16s. 2d., which, with the unappropriated balance of 
£11 12s. 11d. from the last account, makes a total of £1593 9s. 1d. 

Of this sum, £841 lls. 11d. has been absorbed by interest ou loan capital, and |' 
£705 has been applied towards the reduction of the several items of expenditure 
which fall to be liquidated out of revenue, as shown in the annexed profit and loss 
account, leaving a balance unappropriated of £46 17s. 2d. to be carried to the 
current half year. 





——an 
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The gas and meter rental show an increase of £503 8s. 2d. as compared with the 
half year ending Dec. 31, 1865. | 
The directors have the further satisfaction of stating that their anticipation of the 
advantages of the new system of management have been fully confirmed by the fact 
that, notwithstanding a large increase in some items of expenditure, the gross profits 
for the half year ending Dec. 31, 1866, exceed those for the corresponding period in 
1865 by £150 18s. 10d., being a sum equivalent to a dividend at the rate of 3 per 

cent. per annum on the preference shares. 

The directors, however, do not consider that they would be justified in recom- 
mending any dividend ; at any rate, until the remaining balance on the Chertsey loss 
account has been entirely written off. 

The following members of the board—viz., Edward Henry John Craufurd, Esq., 
M.P., and Robert John Clarke, Esq.—retire trom office by rotation, but, being 
eligible, offer themselves for re-election. 

The auditors—F. F. Camroux, Esq., and William Purvis, Esq.--having completed 
the term for which they were appointed, beg likewise to offer themselves for|| 
reappointment. | 


PROPERTY AND ASSETS. | 














carbonized 423 tons, at an average cost of 15s. per ton, whilst in the half | 
year ending December, the quantity was 411 tons, at an average cost of |} 
24s, per ton. The production of gas up to June was 2,735,000 feet, whilst || 
up to December it was 3,377,900 feet. The coal used during the former period 
gave an average of 6467 feet, whilst that consumed prior to December} 
yielded a return of 8210 feet per ton. So, although there had been) 
a considerable increase in the cost of coal, they had obtained & 
much — supply of gas, and consequently better profits than they) 
had had before. The cost of coals carbonized for the December | 
year of 1865 was £366 18s. 6d.; for December, 1866, £436 1s. 6d.; but) 
whilst the former only realized £58 in coke, the latter brought in £167 for 
the same residual product, so that the value of the coke alone had been| 
trebled, and this he thought was mainly owing to the coke of large coal bein 
very much more saleable than the coke from small coal. The same enhan 
price might be said to have been made with regard to tar; in fact, if the 
products of coke, tar, and breeze were summed up, it would be found that in 
the December half year of 1866 the company realized three times as much 
as they did in the December half year of 1 There had been also a dif- 
ference of 21 per cent. in the consumption of fuel during the half year. The 
gross practical result of all these facts was, that whereas the profits of the 
works at Walton, exclusive of the costs of the board, interest, and so oD, 
in the December half of 1865 were £253 5s., the profits in the corre- 
sponding quarter of 1866 were £466 9s. 6d. The company were laying dow? 
a thousand yards of additional main, and they hoped that in a short time 
they would be in a condition to supply a —— increased number of con- 
sumers, and that they would have to supply e Convalescent —~ 1 at 
Weybridge. And not only was the consumption increasing at one of their 
stations merely. Taking their whole consumption, and comparing it with 
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1865 and 1866, it would be ‘found that in the former year it was 16 millions, 
whilst in the latter it was 18,585,000, or a difference of 9 per cent. increase. 
There had also been a difference of £100 in the amount realized by the sale 
of coals carbonized during the same period. The chairman then proceeded 
to explain the item of £154 inserted in the profit and loss account, under the 
head of ‘‘ Wear and tear,” no such charge appearing in the account of 1865. 
The great bulk of that £154 arose, he said, in consequence of an accident to 
the gasholder at Weybridge. Under the old system the cost of such an 
accident would have been carried to the capital account, but the directors 
had thought that such a system ought not to be continued, and that it would 
not be a proper representation of the profit and loss unless it was written off, 
and they thought that the shareholders would not object to their doing so. 
If, therefore, that sum was added to the amount which had been put down 
as profit, it would be seen that there was sufficient to pay a full dividend on 
their ——— shares had they thought it their duty to recommend 
such dividend to be paid; but under the circumstances in which they 
were placed they felt that, as there was a balance still remaining 
unpaid, it would become them more if they ‘did not treat as real 
divisible profit the surplus arising on the profit and loss account, 
and he believed the shareholders would see that it was a proper and safe 
way of bringing their accounts to a proper focus. They had, therefore, 
written off the different accounts inserted in the balance-sheet, as the best 
and most 'proper way of conducting their affairs. But whilst the receipts 
had been higher, their expenses had been somewhat increased, arising from 
their having appointed Mr. Kirkham as managing director and superin- 
tendent of their works. Of course they could not expect that Mr. Kirkham 
would give his services unless he was properly remunerated, and the remu- 
neration they gave him appeared to be fair to the company, and with which 
Mr. Kirkham himself seemed to be content. 

A SHAREHOLDER: What amount is allowed to the directors? 

The CHarRMAN : The sum at which their remuneration was fixed is £200 
perannum. Mr. Kirkham was paid half a guinea for every ordinary con- 
sultation with the superintendent of the works; but for every personal in- 
spection of the same he received £2 2s. He might mention that during the 
half year Mr. Kirkham had surveyed their works, and reported that th 
required something like £289 laying out upon them, and for things which 
were essentially necessary. 

A SHAREHOLDER hoped the company’s extensions would not be the same 
as railway extensions were. 

The CuatrmMan: No; the only extensions at present in hand are the 
laying of 1000 yards of main. At Weybridge the demand for gas is in- 
creasing, and there is little doubt that the hospital there will soon be lighted. 
The company have also had to relay a portion of their mains, and to place 
6-inch pipes instead of 4-inch, in order to meet the increased demand that 
has arisen. ‘There is another matter, too, which I wish to mention to the 
shareholders, and that is, that in order to keep up en amicable position with 
the consumers of gas at Weybridge, and to prevent any hostility that might 
arise in that town, we have determined to reduce the price of their gas from 
6s. 6d. to 6s. from the Ist of April henceforward. There has been a little 
agitation got up, but the concession the company have made has allayed it, 
and the consumers are in good humour with the company, and are exceed- 
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ingly well disposed towards us. The chairman then spoke cheeringly of the 
position of the company’s station at Lea Bridge. The increase in the gross 
rental of this station was from £1232 to £1465, whilst af Walton it was 
£748 to £858, and their works had increased in proportion. Some of the 
company’s stations, on the other hand, had not turned out so satisfactory, 





and this arose from either local or special causes, but the directors hoped }} 


that by further carrying out the principles of their new management to 
obtain beneficial results from those stations as well asfrom the others. The 
Welsh works did not pay so well as the others, but they were looking for- 
ward to better things with respect tothem. The chairman then said that 
it was with great regret the directors were unable to give the shareholders a 
share in the profits of the half year. He hoped they would not ask them to 
name any time when they were to recommence paying a dividend, but he 
would say this, that saving any accident unforeseen, or anything occurring 
that the company had not at present any knowledge of, or was not in 
contemplation, they would, by that time twelvé months be able to pay 
the full dividend on the preference shares. He did not wish to commit 
the board to anything on that point; but, looking to things as reason- 
able men, he thought they would be able to give them a share of the profits 
by that time. He hoped they would agree with him in thinking that so 
long as their parliamentary expenses and the rtsey account were un- 
written off—which they were doing rapidly by payments of £50 to each 
- 1 _ year—they ought to pay their debts before they returned to 
ividend. 

Mr. H. P. Sternenson, C.E., late consulting engineer to the company, 
entered into an explanation of the manner in which the works were con- 
ducted whilst his services were retained by the company, and after some 
remarks by the chairman, the report was adopted unanimously. 

Mr. Craufurd (the chairman) and Mr. R. J. Clarke (director), who 
retired from the board by rotation, were re-eleeted, as were also the audi- 
tors, Messrs. Camroux and Purvis, after which the meeting separated. 





COMMERCIAL GAS COMPANY. 


The Ordinary Half. Yearly Meeting of this Company was held at the} 


London Tavern, on Friday, April 5—James Hotzert Witson, Esq., 
deputy-chairman, presiding. : 

he Secretary (Mr. Jaques) read the notice convening the meeting, 
and the seal of the company was affixed te the register of proprietors. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read, and the following report and 
statement of accounts, pie been printed and circulated amongst the 
proprietors, were taken as read :— 

The directors report that, during the past half year, a met profit of £22,502 5s. 1d- 
has en caint, and they recommend that a dividend of £5 per cent., less income- 
tax ec! ° 

‘The works and machinery are in a satisfactory condition, and are capable of 

The following directors—vis,,. Charl Salisbury Butler, Esq., M.P., William 

he following directors—viz., Charles 5 . PP. 
tie, and Thomas Lulham, Esqs.—will go out of office, who, being cligible for 
re-election, offer themselves accordingly. J 

George Ilsley, Esq., auditor, will go out of office, who, being eligible, has given 

notice of his intention to offer himself for re-election. 


















































our own company my task would be a short and easy one. Butat the present 
Moment it is not so much to the past operations of this company that I 
wish to direct your attention; it is more to the present and future position 








Statute, or Authority, under which raised. Number of Shares. Amount per Share. | Paid up per Share. Total Paid up. | Total Capital. 
Shares. 2. 2. 2 6 © © © © © © 6 © « « ofh7,484-2/5ths-1/10th-1/20th £25 0 0 £25 0 0 £487,118 45 0 
5-4/5ths-1/10th | Various. 106.10 0 
| £437,220 5 0 
=2 /! 
CommercraL Gas Act, Bese 1/20ch! 
15 & 16 Vicrorta, cap. 155. | Rate per Cent. nit 
Pe: & os & 4 ee @ <M 6 we Ss Sb SO 4 S =e @ | 4 cece 500 0 0 
| Total capital , £437,720 5 0 
II. Revenve.—<Account during the above Siz Months. 
RECEIPT. ! EXPENDITURE, 
Sale of gas— | Management— 
At 4s. per 1000feet. . . , £57,716 19 4 Directors allowances . . . . £ 750 0 0 
Public lighting and contracts 7,183 14 1 | Salaries of secretary and clerks . 1,373 18 4 
— 64,900 18 5 Collectors commission. . . . 619 3 2 
Sale of residual products— Rent, rates, and taxes of offices. . 50 0 0 
PE «-» . * * ° -« £11,226 0 5 | Stationery, printing, and general 
Breeze . . 392 11 3 charges. . . . . 1,467 6 4 
or 1,159 5 9 | Payment to auditors 75 00 
Ammoniacal liquid , 749 5 8 Manufacture of gas— ——————_ £3,935 7 10 
- . _ 13,527 8 1 | Coals, including carriage, dues, &c, £35,716 19 10 
Miscellaneous receipts . . . 2. « « 560 14 3 | Purifying materials. : is eS 78412 5 
| Supervision and labour » 722 3 1 
| Tools and other implements. . . 42118 8 
Ordinary repair and maintenance o 
OO ,,, Serre 1,874 9 0 
Rents, rates, and taxes of manufac- 
ls ss & soe 4 3,380 7 11 
ae 49,900 10 11 
Distribution, including service-mains, pipes, &c.— 
Ordinary repair and maintenance . . . . .- 1,280 14 7 
Meters— 
Restoring and replacing . “ aces? ae 638 2 8 
{ Law and parliamentary charges . . . . . se + + 72113 0 
Interest paid from profits on £500, borrowed capital, at 4 
| aes 2 6 & 6 ee 6 8 eS SS wh 16 8 
Balance for shareholders profit. . . . . . « » « « 22,502 5 1 
£78,988 10 9 £78,988 10 9 


Reserve-fund invested in Consols, £8583 13s. 7d. 
We have cxamined the above accounts, and certify them to be correct. 


The Cuairman: Gentlemen, in moving the adoption of the report, Ishall | of this and other similar undertakings. Before doing 80, however, let me 
proceed, according to our usual custom, to make a few observations; and, | address a few words to you on those matters which are more particularly 
gentlemen, if I could confine my remarks to comments upon the working of | referred to in the report of 


| 
\ 





Cuartes SAnrspury BuTieR, Chairman. 
Grorce Jaques, Seeretary. 


the directors. I am happy to say that our 
financial position is good; that, through the attention and skill of our 
engineer, we have earned a sufficient amount of profit to enable us to declare 
the usual dividend of 5 per cent. I am glad, also, to say that we have 
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received no complaints, nor any expressions of dissatisfaction from any part 
of our district; while from those independent parties whose duty it is to 
test our gas, we are constantly receiving reports that the illuminating 
wer has been at all times above the maximum required by the Ac: of 
arliament. Well, gentlemen, you will no doubt be ready to say that this 
is the kind of statement it has been your pleasure to hear from the chair on 
many previous occasions—that our gas, since the passing of the Act of 1860, 
has been above the quality prescribed by Parliament, and that our consumers 
and every party connected with our district have been perfectly satisfied with 
our proceedings. It must, therefore, have come very unexpectedly upon 
you to learn, that at this time a bill has been introduced into Parliament, 
the effect of which, if passed, will be to confiscate your property. Gentle- 
men, I can use no milder term, for a more iniquitous bill was never pre- 
sented to a British House of Commons, With your permission I will now 
roceed to make a few remarks upon it, in order to prove the truth of what 
have stated. You would naturally suppose that the preamble of such a 
bill would commence with allegations and charges of gross misconduct on 
the part of the gas companies, of malfeasance towar«s the public. Not 
aword of it. It simply states, “it is expedient” that changes should 
be made. I shall have to refer to that preamble again, and I shall 
endeavour to show you,.in connexion with one of the clauses of the 
bill, why it is considered “expedient.” To carry out this scheme of spolia- 
tion, the bill proposes, in. the first place, that the price of gas shall be 
reduced to 3s. 6d., the illuminating power being raised to 14candles, I 
may say that all the evidence ever given by parties best able to forma 
sound opinion on these matters is that gas cannot be manufactured of that 
high illuminating power under 43. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet. In fact, in 
1860, which was the only time the gas companies were allowed fully and 
fairly to state their case, the correctness of this statement was clearly esta- 
blished. Last year, when we went before the committee of the House of 
Commons, we were told, upon entering into these matters, that it was not 
requisite. The chairman of the committee having made that statement, 
we naturally considered, notwithstanding the scientific evidence we were 
prepared to bring forward,-it was no use troubling the committee on the 
subject. When parties go before a parliamentary committee, and are told 
that it is not necessary*they should reply to the statements made against 
them, they are in sométhirig like the position of a defendant whose counsel 
is told by the jury, “ We do not want to hear you”—that is, the jury acquit 
the defendant, and thus*practically declare that, in their opinion, he is 
“not guilty.” But, in this Gase to our astonishment, though not allowed to 
be heard, a report was frdnied and presented to the House by that com- 
mittee, most inimical’to our interests. Upon that report, and, I presume, 
upon some other evidence given ex parte; this bill has been prepared, 
and, I am grieved to ‘say, introduced into Parliament by a Conservative 
Minister under a Conservative Government. Now,I acquit Sir Stafford 
Northcote of any intention, to do this wrong. I believe him to be a high- 
minded man, but he has been influenced by others, and from the pressure 
of business has not made himself fully acquainted with the subject. This 
bill has been framed, as I have stated, by interested parties, and I think, 
when he comes to consider it calmly and fairly, he will ex>laim, “ An 
enemy hath done this;” for anything more damaging to a Government I 
am at a loss to conceive. Well, gentlemen, our price is to be reduced to 
8s. 6d. for 14-candle gas, but that 3s, 6d. may be still further reduced by 
8d, if the illuminating power should fall below the standard by 1 candle 
for 14 days in the quarter; or if it should contain any of those compounds 
of sulphur which science has yet been unable fully to extract, it may fall 
another penny or more; so that, in fact, we shall never know at what price 
we are selling our gas. There is a provision in the bill that a board of ex- 
aminers shall be appointed, who are to report to another board, and they are 
to tell us, five or ten days after every quarter, what price we may be 
allowed to charge. ‘ Now I need not tell you that there are a large 
number of consumers who change their residences during the quarter; 
and there are places of public amusement, the gas-rents of which we are 
obliged to collect weekly. But, if this bill passes, nothing of the sort can 
be done, for we shall not know what price we may charge for gas until 
some time after the end of the quarter when we receive the report from 
the board. Then the bill goes on to state that your dividends never shall 
exceed 7 per cent. Whatever profits, by good working, we may make, you 
are never to receive more than 7 per cent. Now, gentlemen, in the Acts 
of Parliament passed prior to 1860, and in that Act also 10 per cent. was 
considered the fair amount to fix as the maximum, and upon the faith of 
those Acts of Parliament tens of thousands of pounds have been sub- 
scribed, and our shares (and when I speak of my own company, I speak 
of others also) have borne very high premiums, In this company many 
persons, I dare say many in this room, have bought shares at £47 and £48, 
and even, perhaps, as high as £50. What equity, therefore, is there in 
saying, after you have invested capital on the faith of these Acts under 
which you were entitled to 10 per cent, dividends, you shall now only 
receive 7 per cent., except under circumstances not likely to be attained? 
Gentlemen, if such a principle—the principle of ‘‘ expediency ”—is allowed 
to prevail in the case of gas companies, it may be made to apply to all 
other undertakings; and even should the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
borrow money in the City at 3 or 4 per cent., it may be “ expedient” after- 
wards to reduce the interest to 2 per cent. or even lower. I do not, in fact, 
see if you once admit the doctrine of “ expediency,” where it is to end. It 
is a doctrine which, in the time of the French Revolution of 1792—a name 
which make us tremble—led to the confiscation of the property of those 
who, because they were rich, were not only stigmatized as “ Aristocrats,” but 
their heads consigned to the guillotine for the so-called public good. Our 
poet, Milton, speaks of that word ‘“‘expediency” as “ the devil’s plea.” I 
quite acquit, as I have said, the Conservative Government of any intention 
to do this wrong, for I believe the members of that Government are too 
high-minded; but I say they do not know the full effect of this bill. But, 
gentlemen, I will go another stage, and will show you in a minute why it 
is deemed “expedient” that we should be mulct of half our property. 
The gas agitation has already reduced its value considerably, and this 
roposed measure is intended to complete the work of spoliation. 
When I came to look over this bill, I was at a loss, at first, to under- 
stand why it was expedient that we should have our property taken 
away from us, until I read sections 49 and 50, which give power 
to the Metropolitan Board of Works and the Commissioners of Sewers 
to purchase the undertakings of the companies. Then I saw in a 


moment why it was considered “expedient” that your property should 
be depreciated, in order that these parties might afterwards come in and buy 
the small remnants at an almost nominal price. I think you will never 
concur in such an arrangement, and that you will say at once the iniquity 
of this bill is so apparent that it can never be allowed to pass into law. 
Still we live in days when it does not do to be indolent. We must be active 
{ and stirring. I have no wish to alarm you into selling a single share of the 





‘promise’ that they would bring down the price of gas. The people who 





property you hold, but I do wish to induce you all to prepare petitions to 
the Legislature, to prove to them that you will not be robbed without some 
effort to retain your property. I am happy to say that though the bill 
was to have been read a second time to-night, Sir Stafford Northcote 
expressed to a deputation which waited upon him yesterday, his willingness 
to postpone any further proceedings for a week, that he might hear in the 
meantime what the gas companies consider an equitable measure, I have 
no doubt that on carefully reading the bill he was as much astonished as 
we were, and that upon consideration he will see what a fatal effect it 
would have upon your property. Gentlemen, I must apologize for tres- 
passing so long upon your time, but I think, at the present moment, when 
our property is in jeopardy, I, as one of your oldest directors—one who has 
borne the “heat and burden of the day”—should be wanting in my duty if 
I did not lay before you a statement of the real facts of the case. I have || 
only, in conclusion, to urge upon you the necessity of being active, and || 
doing all ia your power to prevent this bill passing into an Act. Then, I || 
trust, when we meet you again it will be, as formerly, with smiling faces, || 
and that we shall have the pleasure of telling you that we are still able to || 
recommend the dividend which, of late years, we have been accustomed || 
to pay you. I now conclude by moving—“ That the report and accounts || 
be received and entered on the minutes.” 
Mr. Bausuriecp: Our chairman has given me permission to second the || 
resolution on this occasion. It is well known to the proprietors that I am || 
a member of the Metropolitan Board of Works, and I may state what 
perhaps many present are already aware of, that I could not obtain a) | 
seconder to a motion which I made in the board that they should take no || 
further steps in reference to the gas companies until the subject had been | 
investigated by acommittee. I told them they ought to make themselves | 
thoroughly‘acquainted with the matter, so as to be able to answer the || 
inquiries of the Government in the dignified manner which became a! 
board like that. I stood alone on that occasion—asI told them, like || 
David among the Philistines; but, I assure you, I think there is not || 
a member of the board who does not regret he did not second my | 
proposition. Our worthy chairman has said that it is wrong for you to be || 
deprived of the 10 per cent., which has been your dividend now for some || 
time. Of course, in some cases 10 per cent would be considered a high rate | 
of interest; but looking over the history of the gas companies, and know- || 
ing the difficulties they have had to contend with, I do not believe it is one || 
shilling more than we are justly entitled to as a return for the capital || 
invested in these undertakings. If the companies had done anything wrong || 
it might have been expedient to propose some restrictive legislation, but || 
the truth appears to be that the “expediency ” for reducing our dividends | | 
is only that the last clauses of the bill may be carried into effect, and the || 
Metropolitan Board be .able to purchase our property at a reduced price. || 
They say, ‘‘ We will first throw you down, and then pommel you; we will || 
first take away the means of your existence (for under such an Act it | 
would be impossible for us to exist), and directly we have got the value of || 
your shares down we will give the Board of Works power to come in and || 
take you at your then present price.” I ask is such a course worthy of a} 
great body like the Metropolitan Board, or of the Legislature of a great || 
nation like this? I say it is most unworthy. If the gas companies had || 
not adhered to the spirit or the letter of the Act of Parliament in every |/ 
respect—if they had been guilty of neglecting their duty to the public, [|| 
could very well understand why the Government should interfere to || 
redress the grievances of the consumers. But I defy any one to showa'!| 
single instance in which, so far as this company are concerned, we have || 
not fulfilled our engagements. I believe we never had so few complaints || 
as we have now, and | have been 20 years a member of the board. When |! 
the discussion took place at the Metropolitan Board, the chairman, at the || 
close of my statement, rose and said, in order to make my argument of no! 
effect, “Recollect we may get up some fine morning and find 2 new light | 
which will supersede gas altogether.” Why, that was the very pith of my, 
argument. I say that gas-making is an undertaking of so precarious a} 
nature that we are entitied to a larger dividend than for money invested in || 
many other things. Where was the agitation against the gas companies || 
originated? Of all places in the world, in the City of London. There are | 


men in that corporation who obtained their election to that body on the || 








burn gas never ask, “Shall you be robbing anybody by what you propose || 
to do?” They don’t mind having stolen goods in one way, though they | 
would object to them in another, But for the corporation of the City of! 
London to degrade itself from its high position by acting on the instigation | 
of men who would be guilty of such gross injustice, is a matter which cer- || 
tainly does surprise me. I do not believe the citizens of London, as a com-|| 
munity, would act in that way. These agitating people are men who are not || 
really citizens of London. They come into the City and take lodgings for the | 
purpose of agitating, and for the sake of the many little perquisites they} 
can take home to their wives after a visit from the Prince of Wales. The} 
only justification which the corporation had for taking up with this agitation | 
was that they once had a little nursling of their own—the Great Central| 
Company—against which they thought they had some ground of complaint. 
You know the cuckoo lays its egg in the nest of the hedge sparrow, and | 
very often when the little nursling grows up it eats its own mother. The| 
very thing the corporation sat upon and hatched for the purpose of de- 
stroying the old companies has proved too much for them, and they 
think they have some reason tocomplain. Looking over the names of our 
shareholders while arranging for the dividends, my eye caught sight of 
several whom I had recommended to take shares in the company. One is ; 
an old servant, now almost past work, whose little savings, bringing her in 
about £20 a year, are so invested. I should like to know how Bontems, or 
Rogers, or Flintoff, would be able to satisfy this poor woman that the repeal 
of the Act of Parliament which guaranteed her dividend was an act of jus- 
tice. But this is not the only case. I know of a family, consisting of a 
widow and four children, whose chief source of income is the return upon 
the money invested in gas shares. How could any one look these poor 
people in the face and say that such a bill as is now before Parliament 
would do justice tothem? But, gentlemen, there is this about it, and it is 
that which I rose to say. Ihave great confidence in the integrity of the 
present Government, and in the present House of Commons, and I am as 
satisfied that this bill never will pass as I am satisfied I am here. The 
whole thing is so gross an injustice, it can never be allowed to become the 
law ef the land. If the manufacture of gas had been a failure they would 
have called us a parcel of fools, but because it is a success they want to 
take advantage of our success. As far as we are concerned we have nothing 
to fear from any inquiry into our conduct, but I hope you will adopt the 
advice of the chairman, and use all the influence you possess, or can exert, 
for the rejection of this most iniquitous measure. “ 

Mr. ReppatH: The chairman has so clearly laid down what it is our 
duty to do that I shall confine my remarks to a very limited space. 
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have merely to say that in some other companies with which I am con- 
nected—for instance, the Imperial Company—I have had nctices for months 
past stating what was likely to be done, and urging the necessity of efforts 
being made by gas proprietors to protect their own interests. 

Mr. SamvuEL: I have already signed a petition as a shareholder in this 
company. 7 

Mr. Reppatn: I, too, have sent in a petition as a shareholder of this 
company; but I think, if the shareholders generaily are to do anything, they 
must take the initiative from the directors. 

Mr. Bearp: I hope in the petitions which are got up we shall not forget 
to tell Parliament how many years the shares in this company were almost 
valueless. I quite agree that 10 per cent. is not too high a rate of dividend 
for gas shares, but'I think we ought to show to the Members of the House 
of Commons that since this company have been in existence we have not, 
upon the average, paid anything like 10 per cent. I believe such a state- 
ment would do us some service, for [am sure there is that love of fair play 
and justice amongst honourable members, whether Conservative, Whig, or 
Radical, that they would not willingly do us a wrong in thisrespect. Dur- 
ing many years in the early history of this company I believe we paid no 
dividend at all—the shares at one time were almost given away; and I do 
think it is very dishonest and un-English that after a company have gone 
through the struggles of childhood and infancy, and have now arrived at 
the matured state of paying 10 per cent., an agitation should be got up to 
rob them of the fair returns upon their investment. 

The CHarnMAN: I may say, in reply to Mr. Redpath, that the company, 
as a company, have petitioned against the bill. ‘The directors, as share- 
holders, have petitioned; and, I may add, that it will be better not to 
confide all your petitions to one member—the more members you can get 
to present them the better. 

The motion was then put and carried unanimously. 

The CuHarrMAn: I have now to move—“ That, pursuant to the recommen- 
dation of the board of directors, a dividend of 5 per cent. for the half year 
ending the 31st of December last, less income-tax, be now declared, and that 
cheques for the same be forwarded to the shareholders on Monday next, 
the 8th inst.” 

Mr. Ruopes seconded the motion, which was put and carried. 

The retiring directors, Charles Salisbury Butler, Esq., M.P., Mr. Christie, 
and Thos. Lulham, Esq., and the retiring auditor, Mr. llsley, were severally 
Te-elected. 

The Cuarnman: I deeply regret the absence of my esteemed friend, Mr. 
Butler, to-day. He was one of the early workers in the company, and to 
his energy, zeal, and indefatigable perseverance we owe very largely the 
prosperity to which we have attained. I have worked with him for a 
period of 30 years, and I admire those excellent qualities he has displayed, 
without which we should not be in this room to-day. I trust he will soon 
be restored to health, and that we shall have the gratification of meeting 
him here on many future occasions, Before we separate, I think we have 
one duty to perform, We have had a very excellent half year; amidst 
great difficulties and commercial distress we lave been able, through the 
skill and ability of our engineer, to earn that profit which we are dividing 
among you. I think, therefore, it is only due to him to pass a vote of 
thanks to him for the services he has rendered us in the carbonizing de- 
partment of our works. 

Mr. Repratu: No man can feel a greater respect than I do for Mr. 
| Jones, but we must recollect that there are other officers belonging to the 
establishment to whom also we are indebted. There is our excellent friend, 
the secretary, whom to know is to esteem; and, therefore, I should rather 
we did not single out a single officer for the expression of our thanks. I 
should like, therefore, to include in this vote the whole of the officers of the 
company. I have the pleasure of knowing them, and doing business with 
them, and I know that they are all good men. 

The Cuarrman;: I shall have great pleasure in including them. 

Mr. Reppatu: I will second the motion of a vote of thanks to Mr. Jones 
and the whole of the officers of the company. 

A Proprietor: I have heard it reported, I hope it is not true, that our 
engineer is in favour of the Government bill. 

Mr. Jones: Mr. Chairman, may I be allowed to answer that remark at 
once? I beg to state that, yesterday, I signed a petition against the bill. 

The resolution was then put and carried unanimously. 

Mr. Curist1g returned thanks on his reappointment. He said it was a 
very gratifying circumstance to find that his services for so many years 
were approved by the shareholders, and he could assure the meeting that 
it was a source of great pleasure to him to be associated with the other 
directors of the company. The chairman, who stood first on the list to be 
re-elected this day, had rendered invaluable aid to the company, and it was 
to his great exertions that their prosperity was mainly due. They all 
deeply regretted his absence on this occasion, and trusted he would soon 
de restored to health and strength. For himself, he would only say he was 
grateful for the renewal of the proprietors confidence, and he hoped to co- 
operate with the other directors in doing battle under the extraordinary 
circumstances in which the company were placed. They had risen to be a 
great and important company, and they had endeavoured to serve the 
.public while consulting the interests of the proprietors. He was sorry to 
say it was the fashion in the present day for the public to suppose the 
interests of gas companies were antagonistic to those of the consumers, 
whereas in great undertakings like these, it was the same as with small 
trading operations—the greater the satisfaction of the public, the greater 
the profit to the supplier. 

Mr. Lutuam also returned thanks. He could not boast of having served 
the company as a director during a long period, but he could boast of 
having been a shareholder for 27 years; and though at the time he joined 
they were paying no dividend, he thought he saw the elements of prosperity 
in the undertaking. He was glad that they had attained that prosperity, 
and would do all in his power to maintain it. 

Mr. Itstey, in acknowledging his re-appointment, said, reference having 
been made to some of the officers of the company, he would take the liberty 
of mentioning the name of Mr. Nash, the accountant, with whom, as audi- 
tor, he had most to do, and who, he had no hesitation in saying, was a 
most valuable officer. 

Mr. Jones: Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I rise to acknowledge your 
kindness in the vote you have adopted, and I should simpiy have said I 
thank you very warmly for this expression of your approval, had not an 
honourable proprietor stated that he had been informed 1 was a sup- 
porter of the Government bill. I have refuted that statement by 
Saying that I yesterday signed a petition against the bill; and I 
will merely add that the moment I saw that bill I denounced it. 

the engineer of a large company, I could not support that bill, 
even if I were not opposed to it as a large gas shareholder, and 
&s belonging to a family who are largely interested in gas pro- 
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perty. I do not know how it could be imagined I should promote a 
bill which would reduce my income from £100 to £70 for every £1000 
invested, and a bill which, as an engineer, I could not work under, for 
I unhbesitatingly say that, 1 could not work some of its clauses asa gas 
manufacturer. I have universally denounced the bill, for I saw at once 
that if I were called upon to act under it, I must have my nose constantly 
at the grindstone, and that as an investor the effect of it must be to destroy 
my property. Gentlemen, I am very much obliged to you for the cordial 
vote of thanks you have given me, aud I am the more pleased that my 
name is connected with the names of the other officers of the company, for 
whom I have the greatest esteem, and with whom I work most cordially. 

On the motion of Mr. Repraru, a vote of thanks was presented to the 
directors for their services during the past half year, and to Mr. Wilson for 
his conduct in the chair. 

The Cuatrman briefly acknowledged the vote, and the proceedings 
terminated. 











THE BOMBAY GAS COMPANY. 
ILLUMINATIONS IN BomMBAY. 


On the departure for Europe of Sir Bartle Frere, late Governor of Bombay, 
entertainments were given to his excellency by both natives and Europeans. 
Conspicuous amongst these was a grand farewell ball, given on Feb. 18 
by a leading native, N. D. Sassoon, Esq., at his residence, “Sans Souci.” Pre- 
parations for the coming féte had (says the Z'imes of India) been prosecuted 
with vigour for several weeks; workmen of almost every class and descrip- 
tion being employed to decorate and beautify the house and grounds, 
Chief among these workmen must have been the employés of the gas com- 
pany; for the spacious grounds and approaches were in a perfect blaze of 
light from the 15,000 burners, arranged with great taste and variety along 
the approaches, around the fountains, and among the shrubbery. Each of 
these jets was protected by a globe of ground glass, which ensured a steady 
blaze, and prevented that flickering which so often destroys the effect of 
out-door illuminations. At the end of Prendergrast Lane, by Berkeley 
Place, was erected a magnificent triumphal arch, on the one side bidding 
his excellency and Lady Frere “ Welcome” on their arrival, and on the 
reverse “ Farewell” for their departure. Various other chaste and elegant 
designs in gas were to be observed throughout the grounds; indeed, the 
preparations were on a scale which has never before been attempted in 
Western India. The novel:y, brilliance, and completeness of this illumina- 
tion formed a subject of remark by every one. Referring to it, Mr. Craw- 
ford, chief municipal commissioner, wrote Mr. Proud, the company’s 
manager in Bombay, as follows:—“I cannot but congratulate you on the 
perfect success of the illumination at Mr. Sassoon’s ball. Not only has 
nothing of the kind ever been attempted in India, but it was universally 
remarked that the display was such as could scarcely be surpassed even 
in Paris, I myself never witnessed an illumination at once so brilliant, so 
extensive, and in such good taste. I hope it is the forerunner of many 
similar triumphs by your company.” Mr. Sassoon testified his appreciation 
of the services of the Bombay Gas Company on this festivity by presenting 
their manager, Mr. Proud, with a diamond ring, accompanied by a flattering 
letter of acknowledgment, and the board in London approved of his accept- 
ance of it. 





SOUTH METROPOLITAN GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 


The Ordinary Half-Yearly Meeting of Proprietors was held at the London 
Tavern, on Monday, April 8—TuHomas Bripcx Simpson, Esq., in the chair. 

The Secretary (Mr. Livesey) read the notice convening the present 
meeting, the minutes of the last meeting, and the following report of the 
directors :— 

At the meeting of proprietors in October last, the directors reported that the in- 
quiry before the select committee of the House of Commons into the operation of 
the Metropolis Gas Act had terminated unfavourably to the interest of the gas com- 
panies. Since then the agitation has been continued bya small portion of the public, 
and the Metropolitan Board of Works, with the corporation of the City of London, 
have urged the Government to introduce a bill in the present session to amend that 
Act, which has accordingly been done. This bill proposes to fix the maximum price 
of gas at 3s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet, and allow a dividend of only 7 per cent., subject 
to an advance of 10s. per cent. for every reduction of ld. per 1000 feet; and it has 
some other clauses so very obnoxious that the directors have considered it their duty 
to oppose it altogether in its present shape, and most of the other London companies 
have adopted the same course. 

So far as the business of this company has been conducted, there has been no 
complaint from any authority that the present Act has not been properly carried out. 
The Royal Assent was given to that Act in August, 1860. From the 29th of Sep- 
tember of the same year this company reduced the price 4d. per 1000 feet throughout 
their district, and since then they have made other reductions, amounting in the 
whole to Is. 2d. per 1000 feet in one district and 1s. 8d. in the other, being a saving 
to the consumers of gas of at least £76,000; and during the whole of the time the 
gas has been quite free from the ordinary impurities, and not less than 15 to 20 per 
cent. above the standard in quality. 

During the progress of some sewer warks in the parish of Camberwell, the com- 
pany’s main, through the carelessness of the contractor, was broken in several 
places, from which the gas escaped and caused a slight explosion, doing some little 
damage in the neighbourhood, for which the company have paid; but the directors 
hope to be enabled to recover from the contractor. This accident will serve to show 
the hazardous nature of the business in which this and other gas companies are en- 
gaged, and their consequent liability to serious losses, and, it is submitted, should 
entitle them to the favourable consideration of Parliament rather than to the unjust 
and unmerited severity which characterizes the measure introduced by the Board 
of Trade. 

The directors announced to the last meeting that they intended to erect a new 
gasholder this year, on the freehold ground recently purchased adjacent to the 
works, and they have now to report that the tank has been commenced, and they 
hope, before the end of the year, that and the gasholder will be completed and in 
operation. 

By the accounts to be submitted to the meeting it will be seen that the rental for 
gas, and the receipts for products, &c., for the half year to Christmas last, amount to 
£49,240 16s. 10d., and the expenditure for the same period to £38,130 13s. 9d., 
leaving a balance of £11,110 3s. 1d. to be appropriated towards the payment of the 
usual ‘dividend. E 

Since the meeting in October last the directors, as the proprietors are aware, have 
made a further call of £3 10s. per share on the new shares, which it is satisfactory 
to report has been nearly all paid up, the remaining £3 must be called in the course 
of the summer, and this will complete the capital which the company are authorized 
to raise under their original Act of Incorporation, it will therefore, no doubt, be 
necessary:before long to obtain power to raise additional capital, so as to enable the 
directors to meet the constantly increasing demands of the district. 

The works are in good condition, and generally in complete working order. The 
new mode of purifying is going on very satisfactorily. By this process all the 
ammonia and sulphuretted hydrogen are removed from the gas under one system 
without any expenditure for labour, and it will, it is believed, ultimately prevent 
the principal, iP not the only nuisance arising from the making of gas. _ 

In accordance with the Act of Incorporation, one director and one auditor retire 
from office at this meeting. T. B. Simpson, Esq., as director, and A. J. Paull, Esq., 
as auditor, will therefore retire accordingly, ‘but, being éligible, offer themselves 
for re-election. 
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minutes, which was at once agreed to. 

A Proprietor said he observed that there had been scarcely sufficient 
profit made during the half year to pay the accustomed dividend. 

The SecrETARY said the 10 per cent. was not due upon the whole amount 
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A Proprietor inquired whether any dividend had been paid in the 
estate of Sir Charles Price and Co., the late treasurer of the company. 
The SEcRETARY said there had been one dividend paid, and they had 
notice to receive another 2s. in the pound in the course of this week. 
The CHAIRMAN, in moving that the accounts be received, said he had very 
great pleasure in assuring the proprietors that the affairs of the company 
continued to prosper as they had done for years past ; their works were in the 
most efficient condition, and their business was progressing most satisfac- 
torily. The directors had had no complaints from any private consumer, nor 
in reference to the public lighting, and, therefore, they might congratulate 
themselves and the proprietors upon the existing state of things, so far as 
the company were concerned. But there was one matter which had given 
the directors a considerable amount of anxiety and trouble, and in which 
they asked the co-operation and assistance of the shareholders. He referred 
to the extraordinary bill for amending the Metropolis Gas Act brought into 
Parliament by the Government, the provisions of which interfered most 
| seriously with the rights of the various gas companies. For himself he be- 
lieved that Her Majesty’s Ministers themselves knew little or nothing about 
the matter. A bill founded on the report of the select committee of last 
session was promised by the late Government, and the present administration 
seemed to feel that they were bound to take up the matter. The consequence 
had been that a bill was introduced, and was now before the House of Com- 
mons, which contained some of the most obnoxious provisions ever submitted 
for the approval of the Legislature. The maximum price of gas, as laid down 
i that bill, was very much less than at present allowed, and though this 
| company were al supplying their district at a less rate of charge than 
the one proposed, other companies were not in a position to do so. No 
| doubt, in consequence of the arrangements sanctioned by the Act of 1860, all 
the companies were progressing in the direction of a reduction in price, and 
if left alone, it would probably not be long before the public would reap still 
| further advantage from the districting; but the continued agitation to which 
| they were exposed, and the expenses they were constantly put to, must neces- 
sarily interfere with their prosperity, and if this bill were carried it would 
— 5 need them to a most fearful extent. Many holders of gas shares 
ad invested their capital when those shares were ata large premium, and 
{taking the market price of the shares in this company a few months ago, 
| investors could only realize about 64 per cent. on their outlay. Since then 
|the price of shares had been very much reduced, and with the prospect 
| that this bill presented of an interference with the maximum rate of divi- 
| dend already settled by the Legislature, on the faith of which investments 
| in gas property had been made, their value must be still further deteriorated. 
After going through the clauses of the bill, and pointing out the difficulties 
|in which provisions of the nature indicated would involve companies in 
| their operations, the chairman proceeded to observe that this arbitrary and 
offensive interference of the Government was wholly uncalled for by any 
misconduct onthe part of the companies, whose affairs it would involve in 
| confusion and uncertainty. Not only was it sought to impose upon them 
| conditions as to price and quality which it would be almost impracticable to 
| carry out, but they were to be exposed to penalties of the most serious 
| character for every infringement of the Act; while their dividends were 
| ruthlessly cut down to 7 per cent., and a special provision was introduced 
| that, notwithstanding they were thus heavily mulct, nothing in this bill 
should exempt them from future alterations as to maximum price and 
dividends, so that hereafter their 7 per cent. might be reduced to 4 or 5 per 
; cent, This was a matter of no trifling importance, considering that, on the 
| faith of past legislation, money had been invested in gas property to form 
| marriage settlements, and the portions of widows and children, while many 
| small tradesmen had thus invested all the savings of a life time. Under 
these circumstances it became the duty of the nas to co-operate with 
| the directors and to exert themselves to the utmost to bring all the 
influence they could command to bear upon the rejection of this measure 
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The CuatrmMaNn moved that the report be received and entered on the | of capital which appeared in the balance-sheet, as a portion of that capital 


Dr. Working the Establishment, for the Half Year ended December 31, 1866. Or. 
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was not paid until August last. There was also included in the balance- 
sheet the amount of capital paid in advance, upon which only 5 per cent 
cent. interest was receivable. 

The accounts were then presented and read, as follows :— 
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Amount cue for— 

















ele “a ame ae £24,086 1 7 
Products , ee 1,885 14 8 
DE ne ee Se 256 5 9 
eee ee 431 14 0 
26,659 16 -® 
Stock— 
OS a ae - £6,051 5 6 
eer a ° 2,020 9 10 
Service-pipes . eo“ * 2512 6 
is ia ay Sone 1,500 10 0 
Pe 6 6 es SS Wil 4 0 
10,369 1 10 
Investment— 
Consols-reserve-fund . . , £20,000 0 0 
Ditto—investment-fund 7,227 1 9 
New Three per Cents. . 4,689 4 0 
———_—_-——_ 31,916 5 9 
Cash— = 
a £894 510 
In hand for freight, and petty cash . 300 0 0 
ee a aD 
Amount due from Sir C. Phice. . 1,457 16 9 





£274,711 ll 0 


of spoliation, because, if the principles of the bill were once made to apply 
to gas companies, they would hereafter be applied to water-works, railways, 
and every other kind of joint-stock enterprise over which Parliament 
exercised any jurisdiction. 

The motion having been seconded, 

A Proprietor expressed a hope that the directors of the various com- 
panies were taking active measures to resist the passing of a bill which, in 
fact, would rob the proprietors of the legitimate profits on their capital. 

The CuatRMan assured the meeting that the most active exertions were 
being used for the purpose. A committee, consisting of the chairmen of th® 
several companies, had been formed, who were doing all in their power t° 
get the bill absolutely rejected, or its offensive provisions amended. 6 
Stafford Northcote had offered to withdraw the present bill, and to bring m 
another with all the figures omitted; but the gas companies could not be con- 
tented with anything of that sort, as their objections were not only that the 
details of the measure were totally waar bo but that the principle — 
which the bill was founded involved a breach of faith with those who had 
invested their capital on the existing Acts of Parliament. Considering that 
seven millions of money were invested in the metropolitan gas companies, it 
was a question of the greatest importance. 

Several shareholders having expressed their opinions on the subject, the 
motion was put and carried. 

The Cnarrman then moved—“ That a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. 
per annum upon the paid-up capital of the company be now declared, and be 
made payable at the London Joint-Stock Bank on Velaniy the 10th inst.” | 

The motion was put and carried, and the retiring director, Mr. Simpson, | 
and the retiring auditor, Mr. Paull, were severally elected 

The CHAIRMAN acknowledged the kindness and confidence reposed in him 
by the shareholders by his re-election. He was willing to serve them, as he 
had always hitherto en to the utmost of his ability, and he trusted that in 
conjunction with his colleagues he should be able to maintain the present 
prosperous state of the company’s affairs, | 

Mr. Pavi1 returned thanks on his reappointment, and said that in all 
his experience he had never known the affairs of a company more ably 
and efficiently managed than the affairs of this company were by the board 
of directors. He also felt bound to state that the proprietors were under 
great obligations to Mr. Livesey, the manager and secretary of the company, 
by whom the books were most admirably kept, so that the labours of the 
auditors were greatly facilitated. 

A cordial vote of thanks was presented to the chairman and directors for 
their services during the half year. 

The CHAIRMAN responded to the vote. It was always a satisfaction to the 
directors to meet the shareholders on these occasions, and he could assure 
them that the best services of the board were always at the disposal of the 
company. 

Captain HemMine proposed a vote of thanks to the secretary and manager, 
for the able manner in which he discharged the duties of his office. — 

The CHarrMAN said he had much pleasure in putting the resolution, and 
in stating that the terms of approbation in which it had been propose? 
were entirely consonant with the feelings of the directors. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. . 

The Secretary acknowledged the vote, and said he was deeply sensible 
of the kindness which prompted Captain Hemming to propose, and | 
meeting to accept, this expression of their approval and confidence. | 
always gave him satisfaction to receive these proofs of their esteem, and he 

would only add, that it was his study at all times to promote the interests 
of the company to the best of his ability. 
The proceedings then terminated, 








—— 


ee 
—— 








Gee 46 a aba 4 & oe anced Geet, 4k e. fee ee ees 


















































April 16, 1867.] 


IMPERIAL GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 





Bedford Row—EpwarpP Vaucuan Ricuarps, Esq., Governor, in the chair. 
The Secrerary (Mr. Harry Chubb) read the advertisement convening 

the meeting, and the seal of the company having been affixed to the register 

of shareholders, the following report and statements of accounts were 

presented :— 

The directors beg to submit the accompanying statements of the accounts of the 


£7809 3s. 10d. to pay a dividend of 5 per cent. for the half year. That sum, there- 
fore, must be taken from the reserve-fund to enable theshareholders to divide at 
the rate of 10 per cent. perannum upon the old capital, and 7 per cent. upon so much 
of the new capital as was paid up on the 3lst of December. 

The directors deeply deplore the depreciation of gas property, consequent upon 
the agitation which has existed during the past 12 months; and they further regret 
that the Government should have been so far prevailed upon as to introduce a bill 


faith of which so large an amount of capital has been invested. A rate of dividend 
equal to 10 per cent. was undoubtedly secured to the shareholders of the metro- 


Interest on bonds, debentures, and paid-up shares 
£56,770 18 
728 11 «1 


13,908 12 10 
Balance—profit for the half year . 
Ditto of lastaccount. . . . 


57,499 9 1 


£137,908 1 11 








£2,111, 648 8 8 


Teport and accounts be approved; and in doing so I shall make some few 
observations, first of all, upon the state of the affairs of the company and 


cember last; secondly, upon the state of our capital account and the issue 
of shares under the Act of 1866; and, thirdly, upon a subject deeply inter- 
esting to every person who has invested property in gas shares—viz., the Me- 
tropolis Gas Act Amendment Bill of 1867, introduced into Parliament under 
the auspices of the present Government. Gentlemen, the accounts show 
one feature which we deeply regret, but it has been unavoidable—that is, 
we are not in a position, upon the balance of the profit and loss account, to 
pay you a dividend of 5 per cent. for the half year, by the sum of £7809, 
which sum, accordingly, we are obliged to take out of our reserve-fund. 
Among the items of increased expenditure which particularly strike me, is 
that of coals, which, of course, with an increased business, is tosome extent 
to be accounted for, but I am sorry to say, it is also, in part due to the 
increase of price per ton; and there is also an increase, as might be ex- 
pected, in the rate of wages. It is a somewhat startling thing to find that, 
in the face of an increase of price in the raw material from which gas is 
produced, and in the scale of wages, a proposition is now before the House 
of Commons for forcibly reducing the price of gas to an extent which 
would make its manufacture and sale absolutely and entirely unremunera- 
tive. However, I hope next half year, supposing we are allowed to continue 
in the condition we are now in, matters may present a more favourable 
aspect with regard to the expenditure for coals. I can hardly express a 
sanguine hope to that effect, but, of course, we shall work with the utmost 
possible economy, and in the result, I trust on the next occasion we have 
the pleasure to meet you, our balance of profit and loss will be more 
satisfactory, and that we shall not have to fall back upon our reserve- 
fund for the purpose of making up the dividend. Now, with reference 
to our Act of last year, and the £325.000 we took power to raise under 
it, 1 may tell yon that, at the present moment, there have been 23,416 
shares taken up, out of the 26,000 which it was resolved at our last 
meeting to create, leaving a balance of 2581, and that out of those 
23,419 shares, 11,113 have been paid up in full, We have used no extra- 
ordinary efforts to get rid of the balance of 2581, because we could not but 
feel that, if we took any unusual course in the matter at the present time, 

it would tend to depreciate the value of your property to a greater extent 

than it already has been by the agitation both in and out of Parliament. I 

am sorry to see such a depreciation in gas property; I do not believe that 

We could at this time get out those shares in a satisfactory way, and there- 

fore for the present they remain in hand, and any one who has confidence 
in the stability of the company can apply to the secretary for them. Of 
Course, with regard to these two subjects, which I may call our own private 
and domestic matters, I shall be prepared and happy to answer any ques- 
tion which the shareholders may do me the honour to put tome. Iam re- 
minded by the secretary that, out of the 26,000 shares, 25,158 have been 
taken up; therefore there isa very small balance of these £10shares re- 
maining, and we shall have no difficulty in dealing with them in thesame 
way. Now, gentlemen, I pass to a subject which, as I said beforehand, 











The Half-Yearly General Meeting of the Proprietors of this Company was | 
held on Thursday last, April 11, at the Offices of the Company, John Street, 


into Parliament which proposes to repeal the gas Acts of 1847 and 1860, upon the | 
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| politan gas companics by those Acts, provided the conditions as to the price and the 
| jiluminating power of the gas were fulfilled—conditions with which it has never 


company for the hulf year ending on the 3lst of December last, and to report that | 
the balance of profit and loss amounts to £57,499 9s. 1d., which is insufficient by | 
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been alleged that this company has failed to comply. The bill now before Parlia- 
ment would in effect not only prohibit the payment of any higher dividend than 
7 per cent. in future, but it would impose upon the company such oncrous obliga- 
tions with respect to price and quality, as to make even the attainment of that limited 
rate of dividend quite impracticable. 

The directors feel persuaded that Parliament, when appealed to, will not sanction 
so flagrant a breach of faith as that which is contemplated under this bill, and the 
shareholders may be assured that the best efforts of the directors will be given to 
guard the interests of the company from the unprecedented attack which is now 
being made upon their property. 

Application has been again made to Parliament, on behalf of the company, for 
power to raise more capital, and hold more land upon which to erect new works, the 
existing manufactories of the company being barely equal to the present consump- 
tion, and incapable of further extension, whilst the demand for gas is steadily in- 
creasing. Some suitable land in the West Ham marshes, with frontage to the river 
Lea, has been selected as the site for the proposed new works. Whether the com- 
pany’s bill is to be proceeded with must necessarily depend upon the mode in which 
the House of Commons deals with the Government bill now before them. 

In pursuance of the provisions of the Act, the governor, deputy-governor, four 
directors, and one of the auditors, go out of office by efflux of time, and, being 
eligible, offer themselves for re-election. 


Dr. Revenue Account, for the Half Year ending December 31, 1866. Cr. 

To Coalsconsumed . . « 0 © © «© « « « « « 181,475 11 1 By Gas-rental . £234,677 3 5 
Wages for manufactory. . . . . - « » « « 24,255 16 0 | Meter-rental 1,848 14 11 
Purifying, oil, and sundry stores. . . . 3,827 11 0 | Coke . es 6 « 2 2 es & SP See 
Wear andtear. . a ae 31,027 110 H ae ee ee ee ee ae ee 
Rent, rates, and taxes a 5,451 11 2 Ammoniacal liquor pi eo attis: 14h 841 9 8 
Directors and auditors . . . .. 1,328 15 0 | ae ee ee ee ee 27 711 
Salaries and collectors commission ‘wt ow i ee | 
Stationery, printing, and generalcharges - . . . ~ 2,304 8 4 
{80cm 
Law and parliamentary charges . . . . 2. 1. 586 16 3 ! 

Compensation for damages . = & © @ eG 240 16 2 
Profitand lossaccount .. . . . . © « © «© « « #217920 10 
£281,513 9 0 | $284,513 9 0 
Dr. Profit and Loss Account. Cr. 

To Dividend to June 30,1866. . . . « . « . £65,000 0 0 | By Balance from lastacecount. . . .... =. . £65,728 11 1 
Contingency-fund . . - 1,500 0 0 j Revenuc account. . . ... «+ «+ «© «© « 72,179 10 10 

| 





Dr. Balance-Sheet. Cr. 
To Investwemt . . 2 0 0 6 tt 0 ew to 8 + Gh 8D {By Capital, joint s’ock . . . . . . . £1,355,986 5 0 
Reserve-fund invested . i. 85,782 8 10 Proprietors 1¢ percent. bonds . . . 130,000 0 © 
} Contingency-fund ditto . (nave © « 35,969 19 11 ee ee 299,500 0 0 
Cashforbalanceinhand . . ....4+s+s 49,002 6 7 Amount paid in anticipation of calls on 7 per cent. 
Sundry debtors for gas, coke, &. . . . we 181,658 13 9 shares . . ES TOS Bimtanie Oe cm 29,269 10 0 
Coals, coke, and stores for stockson hand . . . 36,271 9 9 ee 85,782 8 10 


The Governor: Gentlemen, it now becomes my duty to move that the | 


the conduct of your business during the six months ending the 3ist of De- | 





to mulct you to the tune of 2 extra candles, which it is admi 


gas of this higher illuminating power at 3s. 6d. instead of 4s., as at present. 
In short, it proposes to make you supply 12-candle gas at 2s. 6d. per 


} 


| 


£137,908 1 11 





Contingency-fund . hee 37,469 19 11 


Interest due on bonds and debentures 13,868 12 10 
Treasurer foramountofloan. . . . .... 60,000 60 0 
Sundry crediters for goods, &c., supplied to com- 

a ee ee a oe 42,272 3 0 
ee ae 57,499 9 1 


| £2,111,648 8 8 


must be deeply interesting to every person who has invested his property 
in gas shares, upon the faith of existing Acts of Parliament. I dare say 
most of the gentlemen I am addressing know exactly what has been their 
legal position as gas proprietors up tothe present time. The Gas Clauses 
Consolidation Act of 1847 was incorporated in the Imperial Gas Act of 1854, 
and you are aware that, by the combined operation of those two Acts, the 
company are entitled to pay their shareholders a dividend of 10 per cent., 
and to put by a reserve-fund equal to one-tenth of the subscribed parlia- 
mentary capital. When this is done, any excess of profits must be applied 
in the reduction of the price of gas. So matters went on until the year 
1858, when the gas companies, having—to use a word not strictly gram- 
matical, but tolerably familiar—“ districted ” the metropolis, the attention 
of the vestries and of the corporation was called to the matter, and in 1860 
the Metropolis Gas Act was passed. By that Act the system of districting 
was expressly recognized as beneficial to the public, and desirable in every 
possible way; but Parliament said to the gas companies, “ Inasmuch as, 
by enacting this, we giwe you a monopoly in your respective districts, we 
will put you under certain restrictions which you shall be bound to obey 
before you shall have your 10 per cent. dividends.” Accordingly, we were 
compelled to supply gas to the local authorities upon demand, in any 
street they desired, on condition that a certain number of lamps were 
put up by them; and we were compelled to supply any private con- 
sumer whose premises were within 50 yards of our main. We were also 
put under other obligations, and those obligations were the distinct price 
we paid for the monopoly which Parliament at that timegave us. Services 
to a large extent in the interest of the public were imposed upon us on the 
one hand, while on the other the monopoly of ‘supply in our districts was 
assured to us, and Parliament said, “If you fulfil the obligations imposed 
upon you by the joint action of the Acts of 1847 and 1860, you shall then 
be at liberty to divide a maximum dividend, if you can earn it, of 10 per 
cent.” Now, I do not mean to contend that that was a parliamentary gua- 
rantee of 10 per cent. I do not mean to contend that the Act of 1860 was 
absolutely final, so that the public under no circumstances, or at any future 
period, should have a higher illuminating power, or a cheaper supply of gas; 
but I do say, and I stoutly maintain, that it was an undertaking by the 
Parliament of this country that those who invested their property upon the 
faith of that Act, if they fulfiled the obligations imposed on them, should 
never be subjected by Parliament to conditions which would render the 


= 









payment of 10 per cent. absolutely and physically impossible. I put it no 
higher than that, and it is under those circumstances that the present 
Government have thought proper to introduce a Dill, which I cannot help 
saying I think is wholly unprecedented in its character. The bill proposes 
to establish a scale of prices under which 14-candle gas is to be supplied at 
8s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet. At present, you know, we are actually charging 
4s. per 1000 for that — is bound to = oe gas, = = at that 
rice we do not quite e 10 cent. this year; but this 
re 5 ex ited by the 


framers of the bill is worth 6d. per 1000 more, and to compel you to supply 
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1000 feet, or 1s. 6d. less than we are now charging. I say, gentlemen, the 


absolute confiscation of your property. That such is the general feeling I 
think you can hardly doubt, when I teli you that up to the present moment 


against the bill. I do not speak merely of the petitions of shareholders in 
the metropolitan gas companies, for there is not a single provincial gas com- 
pany which has not petitioned against the bill. The railway companies 
also have come to our assistance, for they all feel that their title to their 
property stands upon no surer foundation than does our title to the 10 per 
cent. Lvery one feels when the next house is on fire it is time to look 


ardet Ucalegon ;” and so every one has stood by usin our peril. The proposi- 
tion in the bill, as I said, is that you should supply 14-candle gas at the 


per cent., but 7 per cent. And it is provided that for every penny that 


3s. 6d. to 3s. 5d., and from 3s. 5d. to 3s. 4d., you are to be at liberty to add 
4 per cent. to the 7 per cent.; so that, should you supply 14-candle gas at 


entitled to add 3 per cent. to the prescribed rate of 7 per cent.; the effect of 
which would be that when you supply 2 candles higher illumiuating power 


less than you are now charging, you would be in the sa:ue positioa 
as to dividend as that in which you now stand—and, as I say, 
legally and properly stand—on the faith of the Acts of Parliament 
under which you have invested your capital. '’rt then, gentlemen, 
there is a most ingenious provision—althovgn I fear, like many 
other ingenious machines, it can never possibly work—by which, if 


||you supply anything higher than “the prescribed scale,” you are 


to be at liberty to charge an extra 3d. per 1000 cubic feet; so that for 


divide 10 per cent.,and soon. But then, whois to decide on the quality 
of the gas? There is a most admirable machinery provided for the pur- 
pose; a chief examiner is to be appointed, and a staff of inspectors and a 
variety of other people, and on the third day of the new quarter they are 
to send youin a certificate or report, by which you will learn what has 
been the quality of your gas for the past quarter. Upon that certificate 
you are to send in your bill to the consumers; but until you get that certi- 
ficate you will not know what price you are at liberty to charge, nor will 
the consumer know at what rate he is being supplied with gas. Supposing 
the report for this quarter shows that the gas has been of 16-candles illu- 
minating power, and last quarter it was only 14 candles, I think the con- 


feet being charged in their bills. I think the result would be that many 
of our consumers would say: “Bother your 16 candles; I never knew 
there was any difference;” and others would say: * We did not ask you for 
this increase, and we did not want it.” I confess that, in my opinion, a 
system more calculated to keep gas companies and their customers in hot 
water, and to perpetuate quarrels between them, I think could not have been 
devised. It seems to me that this bill, if 1 might adopt racing phraseology 
in speaking of its emer a was got by Special Pleader out of Analytical 
Chemist. In truth, I have the pleasure to know the gentlemen who concocted 
the bill, and should be sorry to say one single word against them. I believe 
them to be well-meaning men, but men without any practical experience in 
this matter, the result being that they have brought out a bill which is abso- 
lutely unfair with respect to the dividend clauses, a positive breach of faith 
in this respect, and absolutely unworkable in the sliding scale which it 
proposes. There are other details in the bill with which I need not trouble 
‘ou at any length. For instance, if for any three consecutive days there 
is found anything more than the prescribed rate of sulphur in the gas—a 
matter which is left entirely to the chemical examiners to decide—we are 
to be subject to a reduction of price. We know that sometimes doctors 
disagree, but I think you will agree with me that chemists are remarkably 
unanimous, and that they are very apt to take pleasure in making the tests 
for snlphur more and more refined. There is nothing to fix the quantity 
of sulphurin any way; but, supposing there is any excess of sulphur in 
your gas, any sulphuretted hydrogen, or an excess of any kind of impurity 
which the Chemical Board may prohibit, then begins a certain mulcting of 
1d. per 1000 cubic feet, or 2d. per 1000, and even 3d., so that when you 
have got your quarterly certificate as to illuminating power, and find 
that you have been sending out 16-candle gas, supposing that you are charg- 
ing 3s. 6d. per 1000, and you begin to flatter yourself you can take your 10 
per cent., in comes the chief examiner again, and Says, “ No; there has been 
a certain quantity of impurity beyond the maximum allowed, and therefore 
Ltake off 1d. per 1000, and you must only charge 3s. 5d.” I must say 
that though the bill does pe credit to the fingenuity of these gentlemen, 
‘it is absolutely unworkable ; and allow me also to add that under such a 
system the penalties to which this company would be mulct by these deduc- 
tions of 1d. or 2d. per 1000 would amount to most exorbitant sums. 
Why, in a winter —_ they would not be less than £12,000 or £13,000— 
it would be perfectly ruinous. But then, gentlemen, such being the nature 
of the bill, there comes at the end of it a very nice little clause for allowing 
our excellent and respected friends, the Metropolitan Board of Works, to 
buy us up when they have ruined us, As a very able writer in the last 
number of the Saturday Review remarked, it is as though they first of all 
Jamed your horse and then wanted to buy him at a reduced price. I must 
say of this bill that though I have every possible respect for those who 
framed it, and though I should do the Government officials who represent 
the Board of Trade, and Sir Stafford Northcote, the late president of that 
board, great injustice if I did not acknowledge the great courtesy with which 
they have listened to the representations made on the part of the gas com- 
— I consider the bill itself is wholly without precedent. It is more 
ike an act of confiscation than any bill ever brought into the House, and isa 
‘measure under the provisions of which I unhesitatingly assert no gas com- 
pany could possibly conduct the ordinary routine of their affairs. The bill is 
now postponed till after Easter. You have seen the number of petitions which 
have been presented against it, and I think you will admit that we have 
been tolerably active in making the joint-stock companies throughout the 
country aware of the intentions and scope of this bill. I cannot help sincerely 
hoping, as far as I am concerned, that when it is brought forward after the 
recess we shall be in a position to say to the British House of Commons, 
‘* Whatever you may do with respect to capital hereafter invested in joint- 
etock enterprise, you are bound to respect the rights of property already 
invested under the authority of existing legislation.” Gentlemen, I 
have only now to say, with reference to our own affairs, and also with 








| reference to this Metropoiis Gas Bill, that if any honourable proprietor desires 
result of such a proceeding would be that the dividends of this company, if | to put a question to me I shall be most happy to answer it. I move the 
they did not entirely disappear, would be reduced to so‘insignificant an | 
amount, that we can look upon this bill as little better than a bill for the | 


| 


no less that 3000 petitions have been presented to the House of Commons | 


| has been made to us appears very much like a distinction without a particle) 
after his own property. As our great poet Virgil has said, “Jam proximus | 


| withdrawn, 
price of 3s. 6d., and if you do that you are to be at liberty to divide, not 10 | 


you go below what is called “ the prescribed scale,” as you go down from | 


3s. per 1000—by doing it 6d. below “the prescribed scale”—you would be | 


1 littl i | . Bane é : 
Sener ae Se Ste arenes and enceved o an cute, 66. par 2000 | within the ambit of our premises, so that when you come up to our door you 


than you are at present boung to supply, at a charge of 1s. per i000 feet | 


| signify; they are both the same to us, for all the world now knows what the | 


16-candle gas you may charge 4s., but then you are to divide only 7 per | 
cent.; whereas, if you come down 6d, and charge only 3s, 6d., you may | 


| with the contract, I hope you have looked well into the matter, and not 





adoption of the report. 
r. WATSON (deputy-governor) seconded the motion. 

A Proprietor: I thought I understood that the bill was withdrawn. 

The Governor: No; the billstands exactly asit did. In the first instance, 
all the prices and figures were printed in italic, and the only proposition that 
I am aware of is, that when the bill is brought*up for second reading the 
prices and figures shall be omitted altogether, and blanks left wherever they | 
now appear. But inasmuch as every one conversant with parliamentary | 
business knows that when figures are inserted in a bill in italics it is pre-| 
cisely the same as if blanks had been left in their places, the offer which! 





of difference, : | 
The Proprietor: I certainly read in the Standard that the bill was| 


| 
The Governor : I presume the wish was father to the thought. } 
Dr. Beattie: Who is to pay the gas examiners appointed by the bill ? | 
The Governor : I need hardly assure you one of the admirable features | 
of the bill is that the gas companies are to pay for the birch with which their | 
rod is made, and also for the pickle. | 
Mr. GREENING: Is it not understood that the figures, or the filling up of 
the blanks if the figures are withdrawn, are to be matters of discussion in | 
committee ? - ee ae ae | 
The Governor: That is so. When any billis introduced into Parlia-| 
ment with the figures printed in italic, the meaning is, that those figures 
are subjects of discussion. Sir Stafford Northcote (for though he has been 
removed to the India Office he still has charge of the bill in the House) told | 
us, ‘* If you like I will strike out the italics and leave blanks.’’ Our answer | 
to that was, ‘‘ Whether the bill proceeds with italics or blanks, it does not! 


figures were which the Government suggested in the first instance.” | 

A Proprietor: You spoke to us about the increase in the price of coals, | 
I was at the Great Northern Railway Company’s meeting yesterday, when | 
the chairman made a great deal of a contract he had entered into with you 
for the construction of a branch line into your works, and I think he said 
the contract was of such a kind that it would pay the interest on all the| 
works made to bring coals into your establishment. As he seemed so pleased 


allowed us to pay more for this branch than it is worth. I have no doubt it 
will enable you to get in your coals cheaper. | 

The Governor: The arrangement is’ not between the Great Northern 
Railway and the Imperial Gas Company ; but a ce:tain contractor having a 
large quantity of coals to deliver to us, has thought it worth his while 
to enter into an arrangement with the Great Northern Company, in 
order to get a branch made into our works. They said to us, ‘‘ What will 
you do’? We replied, ‘“* We will make that part of the railway which falls 





shall find the means of entrance.” We believe we are doing a good and 
— thing, and I am glad to find that the Great Northern Company are 
satisfied. 

Mr. GREENING said he had recently become a shareholder in the company, 
and was surprised, on examining the accounts of the company, to find that 
they furnished him with such meagre information as to the position of the 
undertaking. He had no fault to find with the past, but would suggest that 
for the future the accounts should give the shareholders more detailed state- 
ments under the several heads. 

Mr. Brapy wished to draw the attention of the proprietors to the remarks 
which had been made by the governor in reference to the Metropolis Gas 
Bill, He thought that bill was of so infamous a character that the proprietors 
were bound to do all in their power to strengthen the hands of the directors 
in securing its rejection. It was very much to be regretted that there was 
not a larger amount of what he must speak of as public morality in high 

laces. He alluded especially to the Court of Common Council and to the 

etropolitan Board of Works. The Act of 1860 had led many persons to 
invest large sums of money in this and other companies, on the full assur- 
ance that, if those companies complied with the stipulations of that Act, 
their shareholders would be entitled to divide the profits realized up to the 
extent of 10 per cent. That rate of dividend was, as far as possible, 
guaranteed, and there was this advantage secured at the same-time to the 
public, that after the 10 per cent. was reached the price of gas should be 
reduced. The companies had, therefore, a right to consider that the question 
of the supply of gas to the metropolis was settled, at least for some time to come, | 
because this Act had in it the element of relief to the consumers, He had 
asked the question in reference to the blanks in the bill, because he thought 
upon that point they might take issue with the Government, and that a re- | 
solution might be passed at this meeting, presuming that the filling up of 
the bill would be left to the discretion of the committee. When the motion 
for the adoption of the report was agreed to, he would move a resolution | 
which he thought would embody the general feeling of the proprietors upon 
this subject. | 

The motion was then put and carried unanimously. i| 

Mr. Brapy: The resolution which I have drawn up, I will now), 
read to the proprietors. It is—‘‘ That the attention of this meeting having 
been called to the gas bill of 1867, introduced by the Government for the 
purpose of regulating the price and the supply of gas to the metropolis, 
and having been informed that the figures in the clauses relative to the rate) 
of dividend, price, and quality have been left blank, this meeting desires t0| 
express its most decided opinion that the clause relative to the dividend | 
should be filled up with figures representing not less than 10 per cent. upo?| 
the capital of the metropolitan gas companies, and that such figures | 
inserted in the clauses relative to the ptice and quality of gas as would 
most likely, after the payment of all expenses connected with the manufae- 
ture and supply, to secure the regular payment of the 10 per cent. dividend ; 
and that similar clauses to those of the Metropolis Gas Act of 1860, relative 
to the payment cf back dividends and the formation of reserve and con- 
tingent funds, be inserted in the present bill.” 

The Governor: I may say that the resolution of the honourable pro- 
prietor embodies very much the sentiments we all entertain on the subject; 
but bear in mind there is a committee sitting, which is composed of the 
chairmen of the thirteen London gas companies, to consider the proper 
steps to be taken for the protection of the interests of the shareholders, 
and I think it would be hardly a wise thing to fetter them with a resolution 
of any sort. Not that I dispute the extreme propriety and fairness of eo 
sentiments contained in the resolution, but that I believe the committee W} 
do all they can to enforce those views, and I do not think any good wo 
come of a resolution of this character. ee 

Mr. Brapy: One reason why I moved it was that it struck me it mg 
be an advantage to the directors themselves, if they had such a resolution 
as this in their hands, expressing the opinions of the proprietors. 
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The Governor : I assure you we have the most perfect confidence that The Governor: I do not know of any step having been taken in refer- 
you all want your 10 per cent., and we have equal confidence that we shall | ence to the matter which was mentioned by the seconder of the motion. 
retain it for you if we can. d : With regard to the vote of thanks you have just adopted, allow me, on be- 

A Proprietor: The resolution had better be withdrawn under present | half of myself and my brother directors, to return you our most sincere 
circumstances. ae , aS thanks for the expression of your confidence and approval. The resolution 

This appeared to be the general opinion of the meeting, and there being | includes the officers as well as the directors of the company, and I will take 
no seconder, the motion fell to the ground. : A the opportunity of saying with reference to the secretary that which I think 

A Proprietor: Can the directors give us any information when another | is entirely his due—viz.,that he has worked most zealously and continuously 
call will be made upon the 10 per cent shares ? 4 in reference to the proceedings taken to oppose the Metropolis Gas Bill. 

The Governor: Indeed we cannot. Ican only say that in the present | There are three joint secretaries of the committee appointed to watch that 
state of affairs we shall not saddle our revenue with any additional charges | bill—the secretaries of the Chartered, the Western, and the Imperial Com- 
if we can do without it. We must consider the state of our revenue, and | panies. We are on this occasion more particularly concerned with our 
our ability to pay 10 per cent. without affecting any other class of our | friend Mr. Chubb, but I must say of them all that, in my opinion, no three 
property. 1 cannot, therefore, pledge myself to any particular period, but | gentlemen ever bestowed more assiduous labour on any question than they 
when the call is made, it will be a very small affair. I have now to move | have done on this. The metropolitan gas companies owe to them a great 
—“That the dividend proposed for the half year ending the 31st of | debt of gratitude for the ability and energy with which they have devoted 
December last be at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum upon the £50 | themselves to fulfil the duties they undertook to perform. ~ 
shares of the company, and at the rate of 7 per cent. per annum from the The proceedings then terminated. 
1st of December last on the £12 10s. shares of the company upon which 
£3 per share has been paid, and that the same be payable on and after 
this date.” With regard tothe £10 shares, there was only half a crown 
paid upon them on the 1st of December, and there will be no dividend upon 











LONDON GAS COMPANY. 


them. The Half-Yearly Meeting of the Proprietors of this Company was held at 
Mr. Watson seconded the motion, which was put and carried unani- | the Freemasons Tavern, on Wednesday, April 10—Dantev Spracug, Esq., 
mously. Deputy-Governor, in the chair. 


A Proprietor: Do the shareholders who have paid in full get any 
interest on the amount paid in advance ? 

The GovERNor: Yes; 7 per cent. 

The following directors, who retired at this meeting, were then unani- 


The Secretary (Mr. Hinde) read the advertisement convening the 
meeting, the seal of the company was — to the register of carpe 
and the following report and statements of account were presented :— 

y AV : : Your directors submit to you the half-yearly accounts, showing the result of the 
mously re-elected: —Edward Vaughan Richards, Esq. (governor); Barclay aimee and distribution of the company’s gas up to the Slst day of December 
Farquharson Watson, Esq. (deputy-governor); Sir Charles W. Biunt, Bart.; | jast. A copy of the balance-sheet, and a statement of the profit and loss for the past 
Alexander Black, Esq.; George Elliot, Esq.; and Charles Frere, Esq. Jolin | half year, are annexed to this report. It will be seen that, after appropriating £750 
S. Burn, Esq., was also re-elected an auditor of the company. to the redemption-fund, in accordance with the provisions of the London Gaslight 
The Governor: Gentlemen, I thank you for the honour you have con- | Act, 1857, the sum of £32,091 14s. 3d. remains applicable to dividend. Out of 
ferred upon me. I cannot profess to have been taken by surprise at this | that oie - py ge _———_ ped apenas ment —— —_ pore andl pe a 
vote, because on more than one occasion I have been so kindly received by dean ieee at § meget Hope $6 per cant, er danas be mot on the ordinary 
you. I hope it is the legitimate reward of having done my best to serve | shares which were paid up in full on or before the 31st ‘day of December last. 
your interests. It is satisfactory to the directors to be able to assure the shareholders of the con- 
The other re-elected directors and the auditor briefly acknowledged their | tinued prosperity of the company, and that their anticipations as to the efficiency of 
obligations to the meeting. all the new works are fully realized. They have proved fully adequate to the 
Mr. BrApY moved a vote of thanks to the directors and officers of the | demands upon them thus far; but the continuously increasing rental demands in- 
company. Hie believed there was no company in London that was better | "ming Power of production “hence the nec for Urey GEREN 
managed, that had a oe competent body of directors, oes moe efficient be equal, with but moderate further outlay, to any exigency that can be anticipated 
staff of officers. He felt that they were deeply indebted to the directors for | for some years. These works will shortly be entered upon. To pay for those already 
the skill and care they had displayed, and he congratulated the proprietors | completed, and to meet the costs of the new works, will arise the need of making 2 
that in these troublous times, when their property was threatened with 


call on the lately created 6 per cent. preference shares. : 
such serious depreciation and opposition, they were privileged to possess so The agitation of the gas question before Parliament again this session involves 2 
honest and trustworthy a body of directors. 


large amount of labour and anxiety, and very heavy costs, the latter having a ten- 

Mr. Kraut seconded the motion, and said he should like to ask whether | d&2¢y to retard the progress towards further reductions in the price charged for gas. 
any steps had been taken to form a shareholders association, as suggeste Three directors—namely, Daniel Sprague, Esq., Robert Henry Parkinson, Esq. 
ray autre iam by the Surre Scone ene an , egested and the Hon. Arthur Kinnaird, M.P.—retire by rotation, and, being eligible, offer 
Th ti > y Leggett dial! y a d pany. themselves for re-election. One auditor—namely, Richard Deeley, Esq.—retires 
€ motion was very cordially adopted. also by rotation, and, being eligible, offers himself for re-election. 
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Dr. Balance-Sheet, December 31, 1866. Cr. 
To Shares— , 1 Dt eles 266 66 6 4% ee oe 6 «ss Se 2 
7143 ordinary =. . £357,150 0 0 Metersinuse. . . . . 6 » + « © © «© + + 217,855 6 3 
503 bluepreference, 25,150 0 0 | Goodsand productsinstore . . . « « « « « « 16,797 10 1f 
204 red ditto. ., ,. 10,200 0 0 Amount to receive on shares, viz. :— 
—_— Ordinary. . . © « « « « « £3,483 15 3 
£392,500 0 0 A peeferemce. . « + 0 «© © « 103,870 © 0 
5610 first ditto . . 140,250 0 0 — 104,853 Lb 3 
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—- £691,975 0 0 Ditto owing for coke,&e. . . . 2... 6,049 1 0 

Debenture stocks. . . a 30,354 6 0 | Ditto owing for house-rent . .* * 1,826 11 3 
: —_ £722,529 0 0 Dittoowing forsundries , .... 4,658 0 8 —_ 

66 « 10% ws «© © 0 oe 0 6 & oe 8 8 65,858 12 3 
sradeand other debts. . . 2 6 8 tw te 8 43,946 14 7 ee ee ee eee ee ed eee 3,408 14 6 
_— meee oe ae ee ee ee eee 2,982 0 9 Amount of debenture stocks,aspercontra . ., . . 30,354 0 0 

edemption-func > ee eee eee eS 4,092 7 2 
Balance of profit, viz.— ‘ 

From previons half year £30,968 15 4 


| 
Half yeat ...u.ug Dec. 31,1866 . | 24,874 14 10 | 


Dividends, <:. 15, 1866— £55,843 10 2 
Preference shares . £5,266 10 0 
Debenture stocks. 852 15 11 


Ordinary shares. . 17,632 10 0 
——s_- 23,751 15 11 } 
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Dr. Profit and Loss, Half Year ending December 31, 1866. Cr. 
OO ee ae ae ee ee ee ee |= | Oe fe © © © © 6 ew 0 o £18,088 17 7 } 
a Se ee ee ee 12,684 2 8 | Coke and other products s+. © 5 + 2 0 eee ee 8 } 
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Directory andauditing. . . . + « © © © «© « 800 0 0 
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Saar ee 1,960 10 5 | 
II nS Ti aed ghee de, Lk ag ae OE a a 834 10 0 | 
vie, een, il ne ee ae a a a ee 862 911 | 
a ee ce ee ee 217 G6 5 i 
NN es we Ge aw me a ere 882 0 3 
Allowaneesand baddebts. . . . 2. + © + «© « 898 8 6 | 
Parliamentary expenses. . . . . + + © + « » 1,291 1 3 } 
Depreciation . cake as ae ee ee oes “re 1,489 12 1 i 
De bk & 6 aoe Se ee ot a See 
£101,161 6 7 £101,161 67 || 
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The Goveryor: It now devolves upon me to move—“ That the report of | 
the-directors and the accounts laid before the meeting be received and 

.” You have, doubtless, noticed that the —— is very brief, and, 
u ordinary circumstances, that would be entirely sufficient to convey 
to an idea of the condition of the company. Everything imconnexion 
with our affairs isin a very satisfactory state, and, in addition to what is 
mentioned in the report, I have only to say that the loss occasioned by the 
reduction in the price of gas has been fully compensated by the increase in 
the company’s business. That is a most satisfactory circumstance, as 
showing the elasticity of the concern to be such that, if the gas agitators 
would but leave us alone, we should soon be in a position to meet every 
emergency that could possibly arise. I shall not, therefore, take up your 
time at any length by entering into the working of the company, although 
as I think we have much to congratulate ourselves upon in reference to 
our past operations. But the all-absorbing matter in connexion with the 
—— interests at this moment, not only in London, but throughout 
the kingdom, is the present agitation, and to that I cannot undertake to 
refer very largely; but I will assure you that the most strenuous exertions 
are being made to prevent the bill now before Parliament being passed into 
law. The committee of chairmen of the several metropolitan companies 
have obtained the co-operation of the various companies who are under 
parliamentary regulation—water and railway companies—in their efforts to 
defeat so t an act of spoliation, and, as the result of a conference which 
they had Jast week with the Government, the second reading of the bill has 
been postponed, and will probably not advance a further stage until after 
Easter. You may be quite sure that the committee are fully alive to the 
dangerous principle involved in the bill, and that they are not likely to 
relax in their exertions in keeping up the opposition which has been excited 
against it throughout the kingdom. I dare say you have observed in the 
newspapers that an enormous number of petitions have been presented 
against it. I believe the effect has been to induce the Government to 
that they have ventured to meddle with the matter. At all events 
they find that they have roused an excitement against their proposals which 
wed not at all expected, and my own opinion is that they would be very 
glad if they could get clear out of the business. We have, therefore, some 
reason to hope we have succeeded, in a considerable degree, by calling 
attention to the iniquitous provisions of the bill, in inducing the Govern- 
ment to look upon the matter in a different light to that in which they 
viewed it at the outset. This is as much information of any practical value 
as I can communicate to you under present circumstances, and I will 
conclude by moving the adoption of the report and accounts. 

Mr. Gootp seconded the motion. 

Mr. SAMUEL said he understood, from the statements in the newspapers, 
that Sir Stafford Northcote had consented to withdraw the present bill and 
introduce a new one, and that the matter was only now waiting the sanc- 
tion of the directors of the several companies. He wished to know whether 
the cliairman could give the meeting any information respecting the pro- 
visious of the new bill. 

The CHarRMAN said the matter had not been accurately reported, 
wherever the honourable proprietor might have read it. No such bill 
existed. The real state of the matter was this: at an interview which a 
deputation from the companies had with the Duke of Richmond and Sir 
Stafford Northcote, about a week ago, an understanding was come to that 
the second reading of the bill should be postponed, so as to give the 
companies an opportunity of communicating to the Government such infor- 
mation as would enable them to comprehend what would satisfy them. 

Mr. SamvugEt said he understood the Government were prepared to make 
certain alterations in their proposals. 

A Proprietor said it was stated in the Times that a bill was to be 
introduced with all the figures left out. 

The CHArrMAN said the matter was altogether in abeyance, the second 
reading being postponed till after Easter, with the view of enabling the 
Government to consider the propositions made by the companies as to what 
they could consent to, and what would make the bill acceptable to them. 
At the same time he might say it was felt desirable by the companies that 
they should not be the moving parties in the preparation of a bill, inasmuch 
as they were already subject to the obloquy of being the authors of the Act 
of 1860, whereas they had nothing at all to do with it, except obtaining 
some modifications of its originally injurious clauses. The committee of 
gas chairmen were desirous on this occasion that the companies should not 
be subject to a repetition of that charge, and therefore they had declined to 
draw a bill; but they had thrown out some suggestions for the consideration 
of the Board of Trade, which, if so inclined, would enable that department of 
the Government to frame and bring in a bill of a more satisfactory character. 

A Proprietor asked whether he was not correct in supposing that 
Sir John Thwaites and the Metropolitan Board of Works were the great 
movers in this matter. Sir John had always been active in seeking to 
obtain reductions in the price of gas, and it might be well that the com- 
panies should put themselves in communication with him, in order to point 
out os by the present bill they would never be able to pay any dividends 
at all. 

The Cuairman said Sir John Thwaites knew that already; and it was 
no use making representations of any kind to a man who could sanction 
such a proposition as that companies already in receipt of a 10 per cent. 
dividend under the authority of Parliament, should, without any default 
on their part, be mulct of 40 per cent. of their income. Nothing could be 
- for by reasoning with such a man, 

Rev. Mr. ASPLAND wished to express his entire satisfaction with the steps 
taken by the directors for the protection of the property of the shareholders, 
and his hope that those efforts would be ultimately successful. He had 
himself petitioned Parliament against the Metropolis Gas Bill, and had pre- 
presented that petition through a member for a constituency in the north 
of England, who he supposed was friendly to gas companies. He dis- 
covered, however, that such was not the case. The honourable member 
was an advocate for “cheap gas,” a very popular cry now-a-days, and he 
intimated that, though he was willing to present the petition, he declined 
to support the prayer of it. He (Mr. Aspland) advised the honourable 
member to consider the question, and warned him that cheap gas did not 
necessarily mean good gas, and that it was quite possible he might not be 
advancing the interests of his constituents by the course he was adopting. 
But what he (Mr. Aspland) rose for the purpose of saying was, that he 
thought at the present moment the companies were in a very favourable 
position to impress members of Parliament with the importance of their 
case, the possibility of a general election being imminent, at which period 
honourable gentlemen were usually extremely courteous to their con- 
stituents, and much more likely to feel a special interest in their welfare 
than on ordinary occasions. He hoped the shareholders would bear this 





fact in mind, and bring their influence to bear in getting rid of the present 
unjust and confiscatory measure, as he had reason to believe that such 


communications were not without their immediate effect. Members of the 
House vf Commons ought to have it clearly represented to them that they 
could not support the bill without at least losing the confidence of the 
individuals addressing them. 

The motion was then put and carried unanimously. 

The CHAIRMAN moved—“ That the dividends on the first preference 
shares and stocks, and the dividends on the amount paid on the A pre- 
ference shares to the 31st of December last, and a dividend of £2 10s. per 
share, being at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum, upon the ordinary shares 
which were paid up in full at the 31st of December last, be paid on and after 
the 15th inst.” 

The motion having been seconded, was at once adopted. 

Mr. Curistie moved the re-election of Daniel Sprague, Esq., as a director, 
and referred to the valuable services which that gentleman had rendered 
the company. 

Mr. Ctowes seconded the motion, and inquired when it was likely 
another call would be made. 

The motion having been unanimously adopted, 

The Cuarrman said he felt extremely flattered by the kind reception 
given by the proprietors to the motion made by his esteemed friend Mr. 
Christie. As on many former occasions, he had only to assure them that 
any exertions he was able to bring to bear on the interests of the company 
should not be wanting. He had been now 20 years a director, and he 
thought he could truly say that his best services had always been at their 
command. In reply to the inquiry of Mr. Clowes, he might state that pro- 
bably one call would be made in July next, and another in the autumn. 

Mr. Ctowes: What will be the amount? } 

The Cuatrmay: £2 10s. I have much pleasure in moving the re-election || 
of Robert Henry Parkinson, Esq., as a director. . 

Mr. Hauuert seconded the motion, which was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Parkuysoy briefly returned thanks. 

On the motion of the CHArrMAN, seconded by Mr. Hall, the Hon. Arthur 
Kinnaird, M.P., was re-elected a director; and on the motion of the Cuarr- 
MAN, seconded by Mr. Gooxp, the retiring auditor, Mr. Deeley, was also 
re-elected. | 

A cordial vote of thanks to the directors followed, which was acknow-|! 
ledged by 

The Cuatrmay, who said it afforded him an opportunity of referring to 
a matter which he altogether lost sight of under the peculiar circumstances | 
in which gas matters were at present placed. The proprietors would hardly |’ 
be surprised that, owing to the anxiety he felt on that question, he had |} 
quite forgotten to allude to the regretted absence of their esteemed friend | 
the governor. He was sure it would be gratifying to the meeting, and 
especially to those of the proprietors who had been many years connected 
with the company, and, therefore, conversant with the great services ren- 
dered by the governor during its early history, to know that Mr. Hawkins 
was in a greatly improved state of health, and that a rational hope might 
be entertained of his being able again to appear amongst them. He was 
sure the shareholders would agree with the directors that, so long as there 
was a hope of Mr. Hawkins resuming his seat, they ought to afford him 
every indulgence they possibly could. During his absence, he (Mr. Sprague) 
would endeavour, to the best of his ability, to discharge the duties which 
fell to him; and for himself and colleagues he would assure the meeting 
that no exertions on the part of the board would be wanted to maintain the 
prosperity to which the company had now arrived. 

On the motion of Mr. Dixon Smiru, seconded by Mr, HAuuert, a vote 
of thanks was given to the auditors, which was acknowledged by Mr. 
DEELEY. 

Mr. Drxon SmirH moved a vote of thanks to the secretary, for the 
efficient and able way in which he had discharged his very onerous and 
important duties. He had known Mr. Hinde for many years, and believed 
he had so identified himself with the best interests of the company, that the |; 
proprietors might well look upon him as one of the most eflicient officers | 
any company ever possessed. 

Mr. Goo seconded the motion, which was unanimously adopted. 

The SecreTary said he was exceedingly obliged to the proprietors for 
the very kind manner in which they had received this proposition. He} 
was afraid he could hardly find words to express his own feelings on this || 
occasion. He had devoted himself, he might say for the last 32 years, to || 
the service of the company, and so long as he was considered worthy of || 
the confidence of the proprietors he should be happy to continue the course || 
he had hitherto pursued. He might be allowed to add that his labours) 
were very much lightened by the efficient assistance he had received from | 
the other officers, some of whom were now present, and he was quite sure | 
the proprietors would also appreciate their services. | 

On the motion of Mr. DEELEY, seconded by Mr. Druce, votes of thanks | 
were given to the engineer and accountant. | 
Mr. Watson and Mr. Dove briefly acknowledged the votes, and the “i 
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ceedings terminated. 





SURREY CONSUMERS GAS COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly General Meeting of Shareholders of this Company was i 
held at the Bridge House Hotel, Southwark, on Thursday, April 11—THos. || 
Pocock, Esq., in the chair. | 

The Secrerany (Mr. Boddy) read the advertisement convening the i| 
meeting, the minutes of the last meeting, and the following report of the} 
directors :— | 

The balance-sheet and accounts for the six months ending the 3lst of December 
last are herewith presented for the consideration of the shareholders. } 

The accounts, which have been duly examined, present a net profit of £9761 i0s.9d., 
out of which your directors propose and recommend that a cividend after the rate 
of 9 per cent. per annum for the half year, free of income-tax, be declared, payable 
on and after the 23rd of April. 

The diminished profits exhibited in this balance-sheet are occasioned chiefly by 
the reduction of 6d. per 1000 feet in the price of gas, but partly also by the increased 
price of coals, by an advance in the fate of wages, and by a diminution in the value 
of coke, and other residual products. These adverse causes have been eoncurrently 
in operation during the half year ending in December. When the directors al 
nounced the reduction in the price of gas, they expressed a hope ‘“ that the increased 
consumption will compensate the loss of direct revenue from the reduction in price, 
and they still adhere to this hope, if 4s. per 1000 can be maintained; but time must 
be given for the operation, and other items of income and expenditure, which fluce 
tuate, must be duly regarded. 

The agitation on the gas question has culminated in a bill which has been intro- 
duced into the present Parliament. This measure is promoted by the Metropolitan 
Board of Works and the City of London Corporation, who have openly threaten! 
the vital interests of the metropolitan gas. companies. A full investigation of the 
subject will, however, be obtained if the bill should pass the second reading, and gas 
shareholders have their.consolation in this fact:.The measure of justice which is 
denied to us by the local authorities will certainly be secured through the Legisla- 
ture, if a thoroughly impartial committee be constituted, which is all that the 
directors require. 
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The directors who retire at this meeting are Mr. Wm. B. James and Mr. Stephen- | the death of Mr. William Bagshaw, and it will be the duty of the shareholders to 
| son’Clarke, both of whom, —_— — offer themselves, and are recommended by - — ve . pean, o 
| the board of directors for re-election. Mr. Nathaniel J. Powell, your other auditor, retires by 
|| The directors have to announce a vacancy in the office of auditor, occasioned by | eligible, offers himself for re-election. 4 ee 
Dr. Balance-Sheet, to December 31, 1866. Cr. 
j To Capital— By Works, as per last balance-sheet . . . £242,869 18 1 
Qldshares . . . +. + « ~ £150,000 0 0 Ditto, amount expended this half year . 10,567 6 0 
New ditto. . . . « + « « + 50,000 0 0 £253,437 4 1 
— Due to the company for— 
200,000 0 0 Gas. . . ° ae ea a ee 
Lesscallsumpaid . . . 2. «. 2 0 Products , is eo ‘ 2296 9 1 
; £199,998 0 0 Sundries | | ae A ae re 
{ Giisa@iincivmte. . . . hieieinwis «o BO Coalsin stock. , Me + we igs. GORI frees 
| ee” re Cash balances— ” 
| Cee PONS... « + 0 tt te . 30,561 2 10 At bankers, generalaccount. . . £7,501 2 7 
EE a ee ee ° 105 16 7 Dividend account . "105 16 7 
Balance ofrevenueaccount . . ...... + 976110 9 Pettycashinhand., . ...., 3119 0 
7,638 18 2 
i 286,071 10 2 : £286,071 10 2 
; . 
Dr. Revenue Account, for the Six Months ending December 31, 1866. Cr. 
H RECEIPTS. EXPENDITURE. 
i Balance broughtforward . ..... + -«-. £641 3 8 | Directorsallowances . . . . a £750 0 0 
| Sale of gas— . | Salaries of secretary and clerks . a 569 10 0 
Common gas, at 4s. per 1000 cubic | Collectors cominissionand pay. . . . . 267 17 10 
6 Po ae | Stationery, printing, and general charges 417 17 6 
| Publiclighting andcontracts. , . 6,809 7 0 | Payment to auditors . ee Uy ge 3110 0 
| ——_—_—_—_ 9,538 2 7 ———— £2,036 15 4 
Sale of residual products— Manufacture of gas— . 
} Coke . i Oo £5,505 7 0 Coals carbonized. el £14,996 3 9 
a aa oe 341 9 7 Purifying materials , ee 562 10 0 
Tn em edge i 1,096 15 1 Supervision andlabour . . - 5,199 3 1 
0 a 394 1 6 | Toolsandimplements. . .. . 159 15 7 
| — — 7,337 13 2 | Ordinary repuir and maintenance of 
H i lr ne a a ne ie i ee ae ee 400 | premises and plant Se 1,077 12 0 
| Miscellaneous receipts . . . . . © «© «© © © « « 2% 7 9 | ——_ 21,986 4 5 
| | Distribution, including service-mains, pipes, &c.— 
| | Ordinary repair and maintenance £585 13 2 
| | Meters, restoring and replacing . 98 1 3 
| | Meters, additional ah 104 8 il 
788 3 4 
| Remin, cates, amitames . . 1 ew tw et tl tl tlk tw cw = AO OC 
| Bad debts and allowances . ..... £121 10 10 
| Discounts i: 2 eee 86 0 3 
| —_——___ 207 11 1 
| Interest . 2 6 8 ° °c 8 «© «= & & * 1,237 19 8 
Law charges . . , . ca ee SH wo 4198 2 6 
} Tialance . oe * + woe &. a o 9,761 10 9 
| £37,547 7 2 | £37,547 7 2 
The CuarRMAN, in moving the adoption of the report, said it wasa matter | insertion of the words objected to. The report did not say by whom the 
of very great regret to the directors that they were able only to recommend | bill was introduced. The language was, “this measure is promoted by the 
a dividend at the rate of 9 per cent. on the present occasion. Circumstances | Metropolitan Board of Works and the City of London Corporation,” and he 
over which they had no control—the recent reduction in the price of gas, the | had two facts before him which confirmed that statement—one was contained 
increase in the cost of coal and labour, and the decrease in the value of re- | in a letter signed by Sir John Thwaites, and addressed to Sir Stafford 
sidual products—were the causes which had led to a diminution of that | Northcote, the then President of the Board of Trade, giving his reasons 
dividend to which the promoters were justly and equitably entitled. And } why a bill to amend the Metropolis Gas Act of 1860 should be brought in 
in the face of this state of things a body of men had come forward to promote | this session, and also suggesting the terms upon which the bill should be 
a bill, the effect of which would be utterly to ruin the property of gas pees another and a stronger fact was, that the last clause of the bill 
companies. rovided that ‘‘all costs, charges, and expenses preliminary to, and of and 
r. BRUSHFIELD, asa member of the Metropolitan Board of Works, desired fneidental to the preparing, applying for, Sutalaien, and pease of this Act 
to call attention to a paragraph in the report just read. It stated that the | shall be paid by the Metropolitan Board.” This was about as strong a proof 
Metropolis Gas Bill was ‘‘ promoted”’ by that board. Now, he knew very | of promotion as could possibly be supplied. 


well that there were sins enough properly chargeable against the board, 
|| but, so far as respected this bill, there was no truth in the statement that they 
'\ had promoted it. They had put themselves forward in a very unseemly 

|manner upon the gas question, wanting to get the control of the supply, and 
'\he (Mr. Brushfield) had stood alone in opposition to the course they had 
|| adopted, but he believed they had had nothing to do with this bill. 
| he CHArrMAN said he had facts before him to prove that they were the 
authors of it. 
|| Mr. Brusurrexp said if that were the case he had no wish to screen the 
|; board, but he thought it would be well to lay those facts before the 
meeting. 

The UMATRMAN : Do you rise to second the motion for the adoption of the 
report t 

r. BRUSHFIELD: I could do so with a reservation as to this particular 
jpassage. I cannot, however, sit here and see the report adopted with the 
|| charge it makes against the Metropolitan Board of being the authors of that 
|| abominable bill, without contradicting the statement. 

Mr. BuaxEe: We have evidence in print of their constant communications 
with the Government on this matter. 

Mr. WrEN seconded the motion. 

Mr. B. Evans said before the question was put he must ask the meeting 
\to pause, and consider whether misrepresentation could possibly forward the 
|interests of the gas companies. He would ask the chairman the simple 
|question what evidence there was that the Metropolitan Board had intro- 
|| duced the bill referred to in the report. 
|| The CuainmMANn: We have printed evidence that it is promoted by them. 
|| Mr. B. Evans denied the truth of the statement, and said the directors 
|/must know that the bill emanated from the Board of Trade. The Metropo- 
|| litan Board disapproved of the bill, and were opposing it. 

‘| Mr. Duvati: We cannot believe that. 
t} The Cuarrman: I have brought the printed evidence with me, and you 
will have the opportunity of hearing me read it. 

Mr, B. Evans: That may be’ perfectly true as to the circumstances lead- 
ing to the introduction of the bill, but, as regards the clauses, the board 
knew nothing of them. 

Mr. BERESFORD said the real authors of the bill were the standing counsel 
of the Board of Trade, Mr. Wyatt, the parliamentary agent for the 
parishes in the “gas agitation of 1860, and Dr. Letheby, who, he believed, 
||was now ready to eat his head off for having made statements which he 
knew he could not prove, and which, in fact, had already been disproved by 
every practical man connected with the gas question. 

After some considerable interruption, Mr. Evans succeeded in again getting 
the ear of the meeting, when he asserted that the Metropolitan Board no 
more approved of the bill than the shareholders of this —— did. For 

own part, he looked upon the propositions it contained as monstrous, 
and he believed it would never be allowed to pass. He objected very 
strongly to the Metropolitan Board, of which he was a member, being saddled 
with the authorship of such a bill. 

Mr. Nicwoxson said Mr. EvANs was quite in order in taking exception to 
the language of the report, but he (Mr. Nicholson) stood up to defend the 


__ 

















Mr. Evans said the Metropolitan Board of Works particularly objected to 
that clause. 

Mr. NicHoLson was so far glad to hear that the board objected to portions 
of the bill, that it showed they began to be ashamed of the part they had 
taken in the matter. Indeed, the bill itself was far less oppressive and 
unjust than the orginal propositions of the board. 

After some further conversation, the motion for the adoption of the report 
was put, and carried with one dissentient. 

The CuarrMAN moved—* That a dividend after the rate of 9 per cent. per 
annum, clear of income-tax, for the half year ending 31st of December, 1866, 
be now declared, payable on and after the 22nd of April.” 

Mr. Duva.t seconded the motion. He regretted that the dividend was 
not higher, as it would have been but for the reduction in the price of gas, 
and the heavy taxation to which the company were subject. It had been 
said, and truly said, that gas could be manufactured cheaper than it now 
was, and he believed, had it not been for the continual clamour raised 
against the companies, and the heavy litigation and expense to which they 
had been subject in defence of their property, the consumers might have 
been supplied at a less price than the companies could at present possibly 
afford it. But so long as they were exposed to the attacks of needy men 
calling themselves engineers, who had been discarded from country works 
and had lost their occupation in the provinces, and of noisy agitators craving 
for position as Common Councilmen or members of the Metropolitan Board, 
he was afraid they would have to be content with the present state of things. 
The men who had agitated the question were, for the most part, men who 
had nothing to lose, and they were utterly indifferent to the fact that, if 
they succeeded in their designs upon the companies, they would be robbing 
the widow and the orphan of the interest upon their investments to which 
they were legally and justly entitled. 

_Mr. Lippzz said it would be very satisfactory to know the actual con- 
dition of the company’s works, amidst all the talk about the ruinous effect 
of the proposed legislation. He was not without hope that if they were left 
alone, seeing that their rental was increasing, they might be able still to 
realize the present rate of dividend. From his personal knowledge of the 
works, he believed they were in excellent condition, and capable of pro- 
ducing all the gas required for the wants of the district. 

The CuarrMan said it all depended upon whether they were left alone, as 
to their future position. The directors were most desirous that the consumers 
should have all the advantages which Parliament intended for them by the 
passing of the Metropolis Gas Act, but, on the other hand, they would not, 
unless forced into it, sacrifice one farthing of the 10 per cent. which that 
Act declared was the just dividend of the proprietors, If, however, the 
present bill before Pariiament were carried, des would not receive even 5}) 
percent. It was all very well for the corporation, who had the funds of the 
City of London to fall back upon, or for the Metropolitan Board, who could 
raise money by fresh rates, to foster the agitation; but in the case of the com- 
panies, all these expenses were so many deductions from the dividends of the 
shareholders. He was happy to state that, under the able ment of 
their esteemed engineer, the works of this company were in excellent con-. 
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dition, and the directors hoped that, if left alone, they would be able, in Mr. Lippe hoped that both Mr. Brushfield and Mr. Evans would move 
the course of a reasonable time, still further to reduce the price of gas. the Board of Works to repudiate their connexion with the bill, and also 

The motion was then put and carried unanimously, and the retiring | propose a vote of censure upon those who had, by urging it forward 
directors and auditor were re-elected. The vacancy occasioned in the | placed the board in so very unenviable a position. He pointed out the 
auditorship by the death of Mr. Bagshaw was filled up by the appointment | want of equity in many of the provisions of the bill, and concluded by sup- 
of Mr. Westcott. porting the resolution, which was unanimously adopted. 

The meeting was then made special, for the purpose of taking into con- Mr. BLakE moved—* That this meeting pledges itself to use every means 
sideration the provisions of the Metropolis Gas Bill, and to adopt such | in its power to defeat the said bill, and agrees to send petitions to both 
measures in reference thereto us the meeting might determine. Houses of Parliament praying for its rejection.” 

The CHAIRMAN at some length explained the provisions of the bill, and The motion was put and carried, and the petitions against the biil were 
pointed out the injustice they would inflict upon the companies, and the | signed by all the shareholders present. 
serious hindrance they would cause'in the prosecution of their business. | On the motion of Mr. FRaANKLAND, a vote of thanks was given to the 

After some remarks from Mr. Beresrorp, the following resolution was | directors, and the proceedings terminated. 
moved by Mr. NicnHotson :—“ That the bill introduced into the present Par- 











liament, called the Metropolis Gas Amendment Act, is a flagrant violation | 4 
of public faith, as regards gas proprietors, and so threatens the interests of METROPOLIS GAS SUPPLY. | 
other joint-stock companies, that it ought by every effort to be resisted.” City Court or Szewers, GuILDHALL—TvEsDAyY, Marcu 12. H} 


Mr. BrusHFI£LpD seconded the motion, in every word of which he agreed. 
Mr. James assured the meeting that the directors were using every pos- 


At the Meeting of the Commissioners of Sewers, held this day—Deputy || 
Warre in the chair, i 


sible exertion to oppose the bill, and his firm conviction was that it would | pr, Leruesy read his annual report upon the quality of the gas supplied 

never pass a second reading, as it was so repugnant to every constitutional | to the City, as follows:— 
principle, and involved the confiscation of an beanie ae amount of private | To the Honourable Commissioners of Sewers of the City of London. 
capital invested in joint-stock enterprise upon the faith of existing legisla- Gentlemen,—In the course of the last 12 months, there have been 2771 experi-|| 


tion. He believed, too, that if it were possible to suppose the bill carried, | ments made on the illuminating power of the gas supplied to the City of London; |! 
and the works in the hands of the Metropolitan Board, none more than the | 980 of the experiments were on the Great Central gas, 893 on the Chartered, and|/ 
consumers of gas in London would have reason to regret the circumstance, | 898 on that of the City of London Company. The gas has in every instance been | 
They would find themselves at the mercy of irresponsible paid officials —-. ee pag agemen neg dh og mee ~~ _ ed A wees the | | 

i i ‘liation: < i g beer . Mr. Sugg, whic Pons || 
with no motives for economy or conciliation ; the cost of making gas would sumption of 5 feet of gas per hour, and.with a 7-inch chimney, gives, es I have|| 
be so enhanced that the board would soon be unable to pay the interest on | ajready stated, about 11 per cent. more light than the old brass burner. Lastly, I | 
the capital raised, and the consumers would find that they had exchanged | should say that each experiment is the average of 10 observations. ie 
King Log for King Stork. ! ‘The following are the quarterly results of the testing of each company’s gas:— _|| 








——_--_____________| 





ILLUMINATING POWER IN SPERM CANDLES OF 120 GRAINS CONSUMPTION PER HOUR. 






1866-7 Great Crentrran Gas. Cuarrerep Gas, Crry Company’s Gas. HT 


QUARTERS ENDING 


No. of No. of : No. of lf 
Experi- Max. Min. Average. Experi- Max. Min. | Average. Experi- Max. Min. Average. 
ments. ments. | ments. | 
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These results show that the average illuminating power of the Great Central gas } As regards the chemical quality of the gas, the results are not so satisfactory, for, 
has been equal to 13°77 standard sperm candles, that of the Chartered gas to 13°83 | excepting the City of London Company’s gas, the purity has not been equal to the 

candles, and that of the City Company’s gas to 13°99. The average power of the | requirements of the Act of Parliament. : | 
gas, therefore, supplied to the City has been from 15 to 16 per cent. above the The proportions of sulphur in the gas during the successive quarters of the year | 
standard of the Act of Parliament. have been as follows :— 





| 
GRAINS OF SULPHUR PER 100 CUBIC FEET OF GAS. 


| 
| 





Great CentTRAL Company. CHARTERED CoMPANY. 


Ciry Company. | 











| | | 





QUARTERS ENDING i No, of | , No. of | : No. of 
Experiments. Experiments. | Experiments. 
| j 
- Max. Min. |Average : Max. Min. Average Max. Min. (Average | 
’ Whenin iets Whenin trogen) . Whenin | 1} 
Total. Excess. Total. Excess, Total. Excess. | } 


| | | 
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The quantity of sulphur in the Great Central gas has ranged from 14°79 grains | consented to bring forward the bill, a pledge was made that if its provisions: 
per 100 cubic feet to 29°93, the average having been 21°39 grains; in the Chartered | were satisfactory to the Gas Committee the Government should have all the 


gas it has aw — ae grains to 27°80 grains, the average having been 17°77 
grains ; and in the City Company’s gas it has ranged from 7°12 grains to 24°97, the | ° . 
average being 17°23 grains, ~_*s a ~— 3 | therefore, be necessary at once to do something to — the bill. He); 
It will be seen also, that of the 230 examinations of the Great Central gas for sul- | would not trouble the court by explaining the various details of the mea-'| 
phur during the year, 169 were in excess of the quantity sanctioned by Parliament; | sure, but he might just state generally the nature of it. It provided that) 
4 i. 240 a of the Chartered gas, 69 were in excess; and of the 228 of | the gas which had been supplied to the public for some years past, an was- 
zee oak SS See aeons. called 14-candle gas, should be in future supplied at 1s. per 1000 cubic feet 


The quantity of ammonia in the Chartered gas has constantly been excessive, and . ‘ . A | 
for some months past it has also been excessive in the Great Central gas. : Jess than the price at present charged, supposing the + pes continued 
Lastly, I have to report that the gas of all the companies has been always free | make the present dividend of 10 per cent. If they did not supply 14-cand®, 


support which the corporation were able to give them. He thought it would, | 


from sulphuretted hydrogen.—I remain, gentlemen, your obedient servant, gas at 33., but chose to charge 3s. 6d. per 1000, they would then be en} 
Guildhall, March 12, 1867. Hy. Lerneny. titled to a dividend of 7 per cent. only. Then if they desired to supply £* 
hee of a better quality—18-candle gas—they were to be allowed to charge the 

Court or Common Councit—Tuurspay, APRIL 4. present price, viz., 4s. per 1000, and take a 10 per cent. dividend; or they |} 
_ At the Meeting of the Court this day—the Right Hon. the Lorp Mayor | might at their option supply gas equal to 18 candles at 4s. 6d. per 1000, 
in the chair, 4 . but in that case they could only take a dividend of 7 per cent. These were 
_ The Town-CLERK reported the introduction of the Metropolis Gas Bill | the main provisions of the bill. There were others for regulating the 

into Parliament by the Government. testing of the gas, auditing the accounts, and regulating the capital 0 


Mr. Bonteas, the chairman of the Gas Committee, said this bill required | companies. He thought they would all see that the bill was one in the 
to be treated differently than by a mere reference to the committee. It was | interest of the public, and he believed they would agree with him that, 
a bill brought in by the Government at the express desire conjointly of the | having asked the Government to proceed, it was their bounden duty to 
corporation, the Metropolitan Board of Works, and the delegates of the | support the second reading of the bill. They would have seen by the news 
different vestries of the metropolis, and it stood for a second reading in the papers of that day that the gas companies were making very strenuous 
House of Commons for the next day (Friday). When the Government | efforts to oppose the second reading, and it behoved those who b taken 
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behalf of the public, to avail themselves of 
to petition nie ee - “tae ' the _ 

e@ wo ow suggest that the corporation should decide in the first place 
. ain ie Aron of the bill, and that the sheriffs should be requested to 
attend at the bar of the House of Commons on the next day, and present 
the petition. He might just mention that a mistake had been made in some 
of the papers that day, it being stated that Mr. Crawford had given notice 
of his intention to move, on the second reading of the bill, that it be read 
that day six months. It was not Mr. Crawford, the member for the City of 
London, but Mr. Craufurd, the member?for the Ayr burghs. He begged to 
move—‘t That the court do petition in favour of the second reading of the 
bill, and that such petition be presented by the sheriffs to the House of 
Commons, and that it be referred to the special Gas Committee to take such 
steps in reference to the bill as they may be advised.” : 

Mr. E. Dresser Rocers seconded the motion, and expressed his regret 
that the corporation had not decided to petition in favour of the Govern- 
ment bill long before. The tactics of the gas companies in this matter, he 
did not hesitate to say, were of the most suicidal kind with regard to their 
own personal interests. The corporation had decided to assist the Govern- 
ment in what he believed to be an honest attempt to provide gas for the 
consumers, of a good quality and at a moderate price. They (the corpora- 
tion) had been frustrated in their designs to bring about this state of things, 
because an adverse course had been taken by some members of their own 


‘proceedings in this matter on 
the short time allowed them 


tion, wnich was promoted for the purpose of securing the citizens a supply 
of good and cheap gas. They had already expended a large sum of money 
in endeavouring to obtain this great boon for the citizens, and he thought 
the members of the court, on such a question, ought to be of one mind. 
He hoped the sheriffs would be requested to attend the House of Commons 
and present the petition in support of the Government bill, and he hoped, 
too, they would be accompanied by the Lord Mayor. 

The Lorp Mayor (Alderman Gabriel) : Mr. Rogers should know that I 
canno‘ attend, as I have no right to be there in my official capacity. 

Mr. Warron said it must be recollected that many shareholders in gas 
companies had purchased their shares at a large premium, and 6 or 7 per 
cent. was but a small return for their outlay. 

Mr. Bonrems said he might mention to the court that, whilst the shares 
of the Great Central, City, and Chartered Companies, which charged 4s. per 
1000 for their gas, were at £2 and £3 premium, the South Metropolitan, 
charging 3s. 4d. per 1000, was getting for its shares a premium of £22. 

Mr. T. B. Simpson observed that those shares had recently fallen as much 
as 20 per cent. 

The motion was then put and carried. 

DeEPUTATION TO THE BoArRD OF TRADE. 

On Thursday, April 4, a deputation from the gas, water, and railway 
companies of the United Kingdom waited by appointment upon his Grace 
the Duke of Richmond, the President of the Board of Trade, on the subject 
of the Government bill for the amendment of the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860. 
His grace was accompanied by Sir Stafford Northcote, the late president, 
and was attended by Mr. Farrer, under-secretary of the board, and Mr. 
Wyatt, the parliamentary agent for the parish delegates at the time of 
the passing of the Metropolis Gas Act. The deputation was accompanied 
by the following members of Parliament—Sir John Johnstone, Mr. Adair, 
Mr. Paull, Mr. Russell, Mr. Clay, Mr. Benyon, Mr. Watkin, Mr. Packe, Mr. 


Marshall, Mr. Leeman, Mr. Goodson, and the Hon, Arthur Kinnaird. 

Mr. Apatr: I believe, your grace, it devolves upon me to state to you 
and to the Secretary of State for India the reason why the representatives 
of the gas companies, and, as I am instructed, some representatives of the 
water companies and railway companies, have sought an interview with 


you on the present occasion. The companies which we represent, and 
which I have mentioned, are under the impression that there are provi- 
sions in the bill introduced into Parliament by the Government for the pro- 
posed amendment of the Metropolis Gas Act which seriously affect their 
interests; and Mr. Baxter will state more particularly to your grace and to 
Sir Stafford Northcote on what points we think and hope the Government 
will make some alterations and such amendments as will enable us to 
concur in the bill, and thus avoid any further discussions or any amend- 
ments being moved on the bill passing through the House. 

Mr. Baxter: The inquiry which took place on the subject of gas in the 
last session of Parliament quite prepared the gas companies to expect that 
there would be some legislation in the present year, and with regard to 
any inquiry into the price and illuminating power, or as to the method of 
distribution, the gas companies of the metropolis do not in the slightest 
degree shrink from going before a committee of the House of Commons; 
they are quite prepared for it, and it is not upon that ground we should 
have troubled your grace and Sir Stafford Northcote to-day. The first 
point in the bill to which they wish to draw your attention, and respecting 
which they think the Government must be quite mistaken, is,that it simply 
by enactment confiscates more than £150,000 a year of realized income 
which the gas companies have been enjoying for years past. No one better 
than your grace knows that the standard of remuneration fixed by Parlia- 
ment under the Gas-Works Clauses Act is this. That Act says: “ All the 
profits up to 10 per cent. may be taken by persons carrying on the under- 
taking, and when the profits get up to 10 per cent. they may appropriate a 
certain amount to form a fund to meet contingencies, after which they 
must reduce the price of gas; for which purpose it is provided that the 


gas should be reduced.” The water companies, in a similar manner, 
are, under the Water-Works Clauses Act, entitled to all the profits they 
can make up to 10 per cent., after which a reduction of price must be made. 
The railway companies, under the Act of 1844, as your grace remembers, 
are in this position: as soon as they realize 10 per cent. the Board 


upon the legislation which has been carried out for the last 30 years— 
because the first Acts did not limit the profits—private enterprise has been 
enlarged, and more than £500,000,000 of money have been laid out under 
the guarantees given by these Acts that the companies might, if they could 
make it, divide £10 per cent. among their proprietors, The gas companies 
of London have made it and have been dividing it for the last three or four 
years, and this bill simply cuts this down to 7, and thereby confiscates the 
difference between 10 and 7, which, represented in figures, is more than 
£150,000 a year. Now the companies do not think, and the members 
of Parliament here do not think that it ever was the intention of the Board 
of Trade to do an act like that, because it never has been in the history of 
legislation ye-—and I appeal to one who is deeply versed in legislation— 
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3 : | there is a clause providing that if they reduce the price to 3s., or 
body, who, having a pecuniary interest in certain gas companies, had used | 
their influence in opposing them, and in defeating the bill of the corpora- | 


Court of Quarter Session may intervene and appoint a person to examine | 
into their accounts, and prescribe arbitrarily to what extent the price of | 


of Trade may intervene, and reduce the rates in any manner they | 
please'so as not to reduce the profits divided by the companies; so that | 
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under any circumstances to interfere in this way with realized profits. If 
Parliament were to choose to say that upon capital to be hereafter laid out 
the companies shonld not be allowed to divide more than 7 per cent., 
parties would know very well the terms upon which they would have to 
invest their money, and could not possibly complain of it. But here the 
money is laid out, the income is realized, the parties are in the enjoyment 
of it, and this bill simply proposes to cut down the,10 per cent. to 7. Last 
year an inquiry took place, and your grace is not, perhaps, so conversant, 
nor Sir Stafford Northcote either, with the progress of that inquiry. The 
point last year was, to what extent the gas companies were willing to 
reduce their price. By the Act of 1860 they were allowed to take 4s. 6d. as 
the price of their gas in the town districts, and in the country districts 
they were allowed 5s., 5s. 6d., and 7s. 6d. for cannel gas. These were their 
maximum prices. Last year they showed the committee of the House of 
Commons that they bad voluntarily reduced the price of their gas from the 
maximum of 4s. 6d. to 4s., so that the public were benefited to the extent 
of £350,000 a year by the reduction in the price of gas. This bill proposes 
to make the maximum price of gas not 4s. 6d. but 3s. 6d. per 1000 
cubic feet. Now every 6d. represents 4 per cent. in dividend, so that 
1s. 3d. will represent the whole 10 per cent. received by the companies. 
But this bill provides that, when they are charging 3s. 6d, they 


shall not divide more than 7 per cent. I am quite aware that 





give a greater amonnt of illumination, their dividends may be increased. 
But they are impossible conditions—they never will be realized; therefore 
what we say upon this topic to your grace and Sir Staffurd Northcote is 
this: we think it is a mistake—it could not be intended to confiscate pro- 
perty actually realized and in possession, to interfere with the legislative 
basis upon which capital has been laid out for the last thirty years. The 
railway companies are here to remonstrate, the water companies are here 
to remonstrate upon the same footing ; they think it is a mistake and was 
never intended. Those are the two first points. The only other point 
upon which I need trouble you is this: the bill gives power to the Metro- 
politan Board of Works, and to the corporation of London, under the name 
of the Commissioners of Sewers, to buy up the works of the gas companies. 
Now I think your grace will probably remember the controversy in 
Parliament on the passing of Public Health Act in 1856. Sir Benjamin Hall, 
now Lord Llanover, attempted to get power for all the boards of health in 
the kingdom, and for corporations if boards of health—and it is generally 
the case that where there is a corporation they constitute the board of 
health—in a town to manufacture gas and supply water. The matter was 
debated, and clauses were introduced by Sir Benjamin Hall ; but those 
clauses were afterwards withdrawn, in consequence of the remonstrances 
from the country and the state of feeling excited on the subject. Such 
provisions have never been allowed to go into Acts of Parliament, unless in 
very exceptional cases. There is the case of Manchester, where the cor- 
poration supply the whole city; but to allow acorporation, who fight with 
public rates, to come in and compete with capital furnished by private 
enterprise, seems to us a perfectly new idea. And I think your grace and 
Sir Stafford Northcote, when you come to consider it, will be of the same 
opinion, and will see with us that it is not fair to subject capital found by 
private enterprise to competition with a public body who fight with the 
public rates, and are always able to make up any loss from lowering the price 
of gas too much, by imposing a fresh rate upon the inhabitants. Upon these 
points we think there has been a misconception and a miscarriage, 
and therefore it is that we trouble you to-day. There is no wish on 
the part of the companies to shrink from going before a committee. | 
I will only say, upon the provisions of the bill, they are the newest} 
I have ever seen. What is here drawn up consists of the theories 
which have been floating about for the last 16 years. I have met with 
them again and again in committees, but, whenever they have been put for- 
ward, they have always been disputed, and, except in one case, they have 
always been rejected. Those who have had the construction of this bill 
have embodied here all those theories on the gas question; but upon these 
points the companies are quite ready to go into committee, for they are} 
satisfied that, when evidence is brought forward to prove the basis of the 
bill as proposed, that evidence will break down. The companies are quite 
satisfied to meet those points in committee, but they press upon your grace 
and Sir Stafford Northcote the consideration of the other points. It is be- 
cause of them that they seriously object to the second reading of the bill, 
because, if they were allowed to pass without comment, it might be sup- 
posed that they gave their sanction to the principle of the bill. This might 
be supposed to be the principle of the bill, and, if so, they consider it very 
unfair to them, and therefore they press very strongly and earnestly upon 
your grace and Sir Stafford Northcote that these matters may be withdrawn. 
It appears to us that the simplest plan would be to withdraw the present 
bill, and bring in another with those clauses left out, if you do not think, 
upon consideration, that the other parts of the bill ought to be altered. I 
will mention to your grace and Sir Stafford Northcote this fact: in 1860 
we were before a committee, presided over by Mr. Sotheron Estcourt, when 
the question was most fully inquired into. That committee reported to the 
House that they thought it right to reduce the rate of dividend from 10 to 
8 per cent. When the matter came before the House the bill was sent back 
to the committee, recommitted upon that very topic; and, on the recon- 
sideration of the bill, the 8 was altered to 10. So that then there wasa 
solemn adjudicatiow by the House itself that the companies were entitled to 
ask for 10 per cent. 


Mr. Burke: Will your grace allow me to point out anillustration of how 
this bill would work? I have been for many years a director of the largest 
gas company in London—a company which supplies one-fifth of the metro- 
polis; and one feature of the Metropolis Gas Act to which Mr. Baxter has 
not referred is this: it was a novel principle, introduced then for the first 
time, that every company should be obliged to supply gas within the dis- 
trict assigned to them. It was not to be voluntary on their part, as it had 
hereto‘ore been, but, districts having been assigned to particular companies, 
it was d-finitely provided that all public bodies and private consumers in 
those districts might compel the several companies to cover the whole of those 
districts with mains and supply gas. The company of which I am a director, 
finding that their capital was insuflicient for the purpose, in order to meet their 
obligations came before Parliament, and obtained, after more than oneeffort, 
power to raise an additional capital to the extent of £350,000. At the 
same time the works which they had contemplated were not allowed to 
procee', but we were remitted to another session to introduce another 
bill in order to meet our obligations. On that occasion Parliament in its 
wisdom thought fit to declare that the new capital raised by us should be 
limited to a7 per cent. dividend. We were in this favourable position 
with regard to raising that capital, though we were doubtful of being able tc 
do so, that our other shares were paying 10 per cent., and therefore we 
could offer the new shares to the public on these terms, that so long as the 
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shares that were paying 10 cent. were receiving as much as 7 per cent. 
the new shareholders should receive 7 per cent. It was more in the nature 
of a preference share; but yet I can assure your grace we have been unable 
to place that capital. We are now in Parliament to raise still more capital, 
without which we cannot fulfil our obligations—it is not @ voluntary thing 
on our part. Well, if this bill passes, where shall we be? —fI point out to 
your grace, as I do, distinctly, that we have not been able to raise this 
7 per cent. capital with all the advantages we now enjoy, charging 4s. for 
our gas,and authorized to charge 4s. 6d. and to makea 10 per cent. 
dividend, which we are now doing, and which is a security for the 7 per 
cent., how will it be possible hereafter to raise new capital when this 
10 per cent. is reduced to 7 per cent.? The shares we have issued have not 
been taken up by the public; we have issued a portion which have been 
taken up by the directors and shareholders so as to keep the company 
| going. Om these shares £3 have been paid up, and they are now selling at 
| 10s. discount. Now, I need hardly observe that the money market is 
as fair a test as you can have. You cannot by possibility form a new 
trading company with 7 per cent. and with all the obligations imposed 
upon the gas companies. I think that which I have stated will show 
that it is impossible. And now comes this bill, which declares that 
not only new capital, but positively the capital already paying 10 per cent. 
shall be reduced to 7 per cent., simultaneously with a reduction in the 
price of gas to such an extent as will effect a reduction in our income of 
£50,000 per annum. And let me point out that every reduction of price 
falls entirely upon the profits. The working expenses remain the same, or, 
rather, they are increasing de anno in annum; but still they remain— 
say, they are now two-thirds of the revenue; the reduction, therefore, falls 
altogether upon one-third, and the provision of the new bill is this. I 
should tell you that at 4s. we are not making our dividend; our last half- 
year's report will show that we are nearly £8000 short of the authorized 
amount at the price of 4s. In this state of things the bill comes in and 
declares that we should reduce our price 6d. Now, 6d. on 4s. is 12 per 
cent., and as it affects merely the profits, it is 36 per cent. upon the profits 
at once. We are now, as I stated, not able to make up our authorized divi- 
dend, and here comes a law which declares that we shall reduce our price 
to the extent of 36 per cent. upon our divisible profits, and at the same 
time increase the illuminating power of our gas to the extent which the 
bill provides, and which it declares to be worth 6d. more, for every addi- 
tional candle it states is worth 3d. 

Mr. Lerman: I wish to say one word on behalf of the railway interest. 
We look with great alarm at the precedent which would be established if 
this bill were to pass, for though we may be very far off the consummation 
of a 10 per cent. dividend, we think such a measure as this would very 
much damage all statutably created securities with the public. The public 
mind is already sufficiently agitated and alarmed at what has taken place 
with regard to debentures, and any addition like this to the sense of alarm 
which would be felt, in dealing as proposed with securities created by sta- 
tute and by Parliament, must have a most pernicious influence. Upon this 
point the railway companies express a very strong opinion, and desire that 
the Government would reconsider the proposed measure, and, if they do 
determine to go on with it, they will so alter the dividend clause as to 
make it apply to newly created stock. 

Mr. Burke: With reference to the price of gas, I may just be allowed to 
remark that the Board of Works and the corporation of London have been 
in communication with the Board of ‘Trade unon this subject, and they have 
laid a statement before the board to this effect—that they are willing to 
buy up the gas companies upon the terms of a guarantee of 6 per cent. to 
the proprietors who are now dividing 10 per cent., because they say that their 
6 per cent. bonds would be equivalent to the present 10 per cent., coupled also 
With the power we now enjoy of laying by 10 per cent. for the purpose of 
maintaining that dividend. They say, in fact, the business is so risky, 
that their 6 per cent. is equivalent to our 10 percent. This bill, after re- 
ducing our 10 per cent. to 7 per cent., authorizes them to buy us up. It is 
certain, therefore, that if when we are entitled to 10 per cent. they offer us 
6 per cent., when we are reduced to 7 per cent. they will think 4 or 5 per 
cent. is an equivalent. Can this in the slightest degree be consistent with 
justice? Another feature is this: the bill proposes that the same price 
shall be charged for gas all over the metropolis. Now some companies can 
afford to sell it cheaper than others. Some companies are charging at the 
rate of 3s. 4d. per 1000 in very dense districts, but the company which I 
represent covers a great suburban area, and it would be impossible for us to 
supply that suburban area at the same rate we charge to persons living in 
densely populated localities; and would it be just to say that the same low 
price which might be profitable in one district should be applied to another 
where it must result in a loss? I am sorry to occupy the time of your 
grace with these things, but the companies have considered the matter, and 
| without wishing to raise any captious objections, they feel that the bill 
| is so inconsistent with every principle of justice that they can only ask for 
its withdrawal. It is in principle so bad, if I may say so without offence, 
and so very unworkable in detail, that they see nothing for it but to ask 
you to withdraw the bill. 

The Prestpent of the Boarp or Trape: I have been so short a time 
in this office that I do not know the details of the measure. Sir Stafford 
Northcote, who has taken it up, will perhaps state his view respecting it. 

Mr. Ciay (on behalf of the water companies): I would just observe that 
we concur in the objections felt by the gas and railway companies to this 
measure, and I would urge upon your grace this consideration, not as apply- 
| ing merely to gas, water, or railways, but a matter of general policy :—lIs it 
| advisable that companies of this kind, started by private enterprise, should 
| be subject to such legislation as this bill suggests? There might with some 
justice be proposed that after undertakings of this kind have been started, 
and fresh capital required,a limit should be put upon such new capital as to 
|the rate of dividend receivable. It has been done, although not success- 
fully, in some cases, because the capital required has not been raised on the 
terms which Parliament has laid down. But, as a matter of policy, can it 
be right to subject enterprises of this kind to so low a rate of interest? I 
believe, though I cannot speak so positively for railways and gas com- 
panies as I can for the water companies, that, with the exception of 
the New River Company—which, coming down from the days of Sir 
Hugh Myddelton, is no criterion of what we have to expect at the pre- 
sent time—there is not a water company in London which, if you take it from 
the commencement, has paid 5 per cent. It is a matter of every-day know- 
ledge that the early history of all these companies was one of disasters and 
very small dividends, or no dividends at all. I am old enough to recollect 
when the Grand Junction and West Middlesex Companies shares were for 
many years worth little more than waste paper—they paid no dividends, 
That being so, is it at all likely that, if Parliament lays down the principle 
that 6 or 7 per cent. shall be the maximum dividend, any gentlemen will 
emvark their capital in these undertakings, or that they will ever be com- 
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be it gas, be it water, be it railways, be it anything elsee—knowing that for 
some time his capital would be wholly unremunerative in all human pro- 
bability, and knowing that after all the outside he could ever reach would | 
be 7 per cent. He would seek other channels of profit, and private enter- 
prise in this country would be at an end. 

Sir Joun Jonnstone: I do not know whether Mr. Clay is correct about 
the New River Company having paid a large dividend from the commence. 
ment, but I believe I may say that upon the capital which was acknow- 
ledged to be capital we are only dividing 54, certainly not 6 per cent. With || 
reference to the bill of the Government, I merely go on the general prin- 
ciple—that it is a species of confiscation of private interests which is 
involved in it. I have a perfect recollection, when a member ef the com- 
mittee, that when measures were before us for enabling public bodies like 
corporations to buy up private companies, the principle was acknowledged 
that they should be bought up at something like their dividends, taking an 
average of three years, and it was hardly thought necessary to insert a 
clause in the bill to that effect. Believing that a very dangerous princi 
is involved in the present bill, I have en the liberty of accompanying 
the deputation. 

Mr. RussEtu: Iam the chairman of the Western Gas Company, and I 
may say that our dividends since the commencement, in consequence of 
our disasters at the outset, have not been more than £4 19s. per cent. Our 
shares, which were selling at £18, have, through the continued agitation, 
gone down £13 10s., though we are paying 10 per cent. upon them. 

Sir Srarrorp NortucoTe: I am sorry that members of Parliament are 
obliged to go away, because, as this matter stands, there is a great deal of mis- 
conception about it. Mr. Baxter said he thought there had been some miscon- 
ception on thepart of the Board of Trade, and I am convinced, from what 
has passed to-day, there is a misconception somewhere. This bill has been 
represented as a measure of confiscation—what is called a parliamentary 
guarantee of a maximum of 10 per cent. to a maximum of 7 per cent. 
Well, you say it is so, and no doubt if it were, it would be a measure of con- 
fiscation. It would be an extraordinary thing for any Government to 
propose, or to take part in proposing, a matter of that kind; and I think, and 
no doubt other members of Parliament would feel, that no House of Commons 
would listen to a proposal of the kind. But certainly, if I understand the 
question, that is as inaccurate a description of the bill as could possibly be 
given. What I should like to say, in the first place, with regard to these 
companies is, that nearly all, if not all of them, were established before the 
legislation of 1860. Well, when they were established they were established 
under the Gas Clauses Act, or at all events they had this held out to them 
that they might make a dividend up to the amount of 10 per cent. ; but 
believe they had no monopoly at all—they were subject to competition. Well, 
in 1860 an Act of Parliament was passed which altered the footing upon 
which they stood, and instead of leaving them open to competition as before, 
it gave them a monopoly of certain districts, and said no other company 
should interfere with them, and that no new company should be formed to 
come in. This being a great advantage to the companies, of course it was 
required, in behalf of the public, that there should be some limitation of 
price, and some regulation as to the quality of the gas supplied by the com- 
panies. Certain provisions were therefore made, and the act worked for five 
or six years. Last year the City of London came forward and said: ‘This 
Act has worked extremely favourably to the companies. The provisions put 
into it, by which their dividends were limited to 10 per cent., have not failed 


menced? Noman of sense would embark his capital in an undertaking— 











to benefit them. They have largely risen under the Act, but the public”— 
I am only stating what was alleged by the City of London here—*‘ have not 
gained a proportionate advantage; in fact, they do not get gas so cheap and | 
so good as they ought; therefore, we—the City of London—cédme forward, || 
and ask Parliament to give us power to make gas ourselves.’’ Their bill was}| 
opposed, and it was referred to a select committee, and the general question| 
of the supply of gas in the metropolis being raised in the House, that also 
was referred to the same committee, with instructions to consider how the) 
Act of 1860 was working. That committee took evidence, and they came to! 
the conclusion and reported that the Act of 1860 was not working satisfactorily, | 
that the safeguards were not sufficient, that the public did not get gas of a| 
roper quality, and that they were not charged a reasonable price.| 
They recommended, therefore, that the price should be reduced and the} 
standard of illuminating power raised, and there they left the matter, | 
although there were some other suggestions. This was the case as it, 
was presented to us by the report of the committee of the House of | 
Commons. The Government were asked by different parties, especially by | 
the representatives of the vestries, to bring in a bill founded upon the 
report of this committee. The Government could not, as they thought, | 
altogether ignore the report of the committee, and they put themselves in| 
communication with the gas companies and others. When the gas companies || 
came to us, they said that they were not properly heard last year; that they || 
were under the impression .the committee were satisfied with what they || 
stated, and therefore they did not bring forward any evidence. They accord- || 
ingly challenged the report of the committee. Under these circumstances, 
what were the Government to do? They had no interest in the matter, but 
they thought it was not desirable this question should go on as a simmering 
trouble, and that there should be a continual sore between the Metropolitan 
Board of Works, the vestries, the City, and the gas companies, and that we 
should have Parliament continually invoked by private legislation. They 
said: “ We are anxious to lay the foundation for a furtherinquiry. Let the 
gas companies tell their story, and let it be inquired into by a committee. 
‘They could not undertake themselves to hear all the evidence to be brought 
forward. It was not possible for them to do the work of a committee ; there- 
fore, all they said was: ‘* We will bring in a bill, and lay it before Parlia- 
ment.’ With regard to the figures in that bill, they are put in, if I may 
so say, provisionally. We are perfectly ready—in fact, it was so intimate 
to the’gas companies—that if they asked us, we were quite ory | to bring mm 
the bill with all the figures left out altogether. ‘That request has not been 
made, and therefore we did not think it respectful to do so. Then there 
were changes in the Government at the time, and I was not able to attend 
to the matter ; but as far as we are concerned, the Government say: “ We 
don’t care one farthing what figures are put into the bill; the committees 
quite free to deal with all the questions of price and everything else, accord- 
ing to the evidence brought before it.’ With regard to this question of the | 
dividend, the mode in which the matter was presented to us was this: it 
was said the provisions made in the Act of 1860 to secure the public have | 
been inoperative, because the mode by which it was proposed to work —— 


was by penalties, and penalties are of no avail whatever, because, a8 the) 











companies are allowed to accumulate a considerable surplus fund, they cam 
pay these penalties out of that surplus fund, which is really out of the charges 
made to the public; that in point of fact no real pressure was placed upon 
the companies to keep up to the standard prescribed in the Act. It was also 


put to us, and it was suggested by gentlemen interested in the companies 
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themselves, “‘ We have no motive to economize our production, because, as 
we cannot make more than 10 per cent., and we know we can make 10 per 
cent. very well now, we have no motive to make gas cheaper. Therefore, 
we proposed, as a principle, to substitute something of a sliding scale for 
the principle of a maximum. But when it is said that we propose to cut 
down the present 10 per cent. to a maximum of 7 per cent., that is not true, 
We take off the maximum of 10 per cent. and we propose to have a sliding 
scale, going up to 12 per. cent., if you can get it. I see Mr. Baxter smiles, 
and I dare say he would say it is absurd to suppose on this principle the 
companies would get 10 per cent. Very likely; if so, you have only to prove 
that to the committee, and they will alter the figures and enable you to 
make a larger profit. But upon that matter I really feel that we do not 
need to say very much. Now with regard to this matter. I do not know 
what the companies desire. Do they desire that we should withdraw the 
bill, and leave the matter to take care of itself? Because that is the course 
which Mr. Craufurd’s motion would originate. If the bill is rejected, of 
course the Government withdraws from the field, and it is for the com- 
panies to say in what position they would be placed. 

Mr, Apair: I may inform your grace and Sir Stafford Northcote that the 
motion of which Mr. Craufurd has given notice is entirely without the 
knowledge of the gas companies. He so expressed himself to me, and he 
will so express himself to the House. It is a motion proprio motu, without 
the companies having anything to do with it in any way. 

Mr. Russe. (to Sir Stafford Northcote): Have you any objection to give 
instructions to the committee that the figures themselves in the bill are not 
approved and binding ? 

Sir Srarrorp Nortucore: There is no objection to that course, but it is 
a surplusage. 

Mr. Burke: With great deference to you, Mr. Adair, and I dare say you 
have stated what Mr. Craufurd informed you, I think it is only honest in 
me to state that my friends are desirous that the bill should be rejected on 
the second reading. 


Mr. Aparr: Quite so; but I understood from Sir Stafford Northcote that 
he considered Mr. Craufurd was the exponent of the companies, which he 
is not. 

Mr. Ricnarps (Imperial Gas Company): Mr. Craufurd is largely in- 
terested in the gas companies in the provinces, and he told me yesterday that 
he should proceed on his own foundation. 

Mr. Baxter: When at the Home Office I ventured to remind Sir Stafford 
Northcote that when the compromise took place in 1860, it wasthe end of a 
three years controversy carried on against the companies by the parishes, 
who held meetings and raised funds for the purpose. They applied to Sir 
Cornewall Lewis to bring in the bill, but Sir Cornewall Lewis said, ** That is 
your business, not mine.’’ I ventured to suggest that tothe Home Secretary, 
as it appears to the gas companies that the Government are in an invidious 
position in bringing in a bill at all. Doubtless the companies would prefer 
that other parties should bring in the bill, without the Government being 
pledged to any measure. 

Mr. Russeti: There is only one point I want to mention. In 1860, when 
the Metropolis Gas Bill was passed, the interests of the companies were not 
considered alone in the districting, but the great inconvenience which arose 
from the constant opening of the thoroughfares. It was not to give a mono- 
poly to the companies, but to protect the public. 

Mr. Ciay: I say that that bill contains no provisions giving the companies 
amonopoly. There is no protection given by it, nor should there be, to my 
mind. 

The Presipent of the Boarp or TrapE: But surely the effect is to 
prevent other companies coming in. 

Mr. Ricnarps: Except by permission of the Secretary of State. 

Mr. Apa: It is quite competent to the Secretary of State, on the repre- 
sentations of a certain number of householders, to introduce another company. 
I submit to your grace that long before the Act of 1860, in order to consult 
the convenience of the public, and to get rid of the nuisance of breaking up 
the streets and interfering with the thoroughfares, the companies came to 
arrangements among themselves that each company should have their own 
district, and, unless my memory deceives me, Sir Cornewall Lewis said that 
one of the best features in the Act of 1860 was the recognition of the dis- 
tricting principle. 

Sir Starrorp Nortucote: When the City were here last year they 
made the statement that there had been a violation of the Act of 1860. 

Mr. Gray (City Gas Company): As the representative of a large com- 
pany in the City, I may state that the districting arrangement was forced 
upon us in 1823. Sir William Congreve at that time made a representation 
to the Government, at the head of which was Sir Robert Peel, to the effect 
that the plurality of mains in one district was not only a great inconveni- 
ence, but was attended with great danger to the public. We did not concur 
with his statement, and we resisted the proposed. arrangement as long as we 
could, until we received a letter from Sir William Congreve, telling us we 
must submit to it, or he would take power to compel us. We therefore 
thought that of two evils it was better to choose the least, and we consented ; 
but in doing so the rights which we possessed under our Act of Parliament 
were considerably abridged. We were forced into a district not more than a 
quarter of the size we were authorized by our Act to light. But the basis 
of Sir William Congreve’s proposition was that we should have the district 
undisturbed. We placed confidence in that statement; but subsequently 
another bill was brought in, which rendered us liable to competition. So 
recently as 1849 the Great Central Gas Company came into the City, and 
the effect was most injurious to our dividends. I am quite sure it is not the 
intention of the Government to do anything which would confiscate the 
property of parties who have invested their money on the faith of an Act 
of Parliament. Itis not improbable that representations have been made 
to the Government, and that they are placing more faith in them than I had 
hoped they would do, and therefore this bill has been brought in. The 
—_ I expressed to Sir Stafford Northcote last night I see no reason to 
alter; according to my judgment, no alteration in that Bill will reconcile 
me toit. Itisa bill of pains and penalties and confiscation. I said to Sir 
Stafford Northcote last night that it had produced a most lamentable effect 
upon gas oy ay * I take upon myself to assert, without fear of contradic- 
tion, that it has brought down gas property in London, and confiscated it 


to the extent of fully £160,000. You may easily understand the injury 


inflicted upon those who have embarked their property in these under- 
takings, feeling confident that it could not, and would not, be confiscated. 
From 1849 to 1859 our dividends just averaged 4 per cent., with gas at the 
price of 4s. In 1860 the price was raised 6d., and then our dividends in- 
creased. The public, it is said, have derived no benefit from what is termed 

the monopoly. Why, we have made a reduction of 6d. per 1000 feet, which 
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effects a reduction in the profits of the companies of fully £250,000 a year. 





And my opinion is, that if these agitators would only keep quiet, and save 
us from the expenses to which we are periodically exposed, they would soon 
have a further benefit. By the Act of 1860 the gas companies have the 
power to raise the price to 5s. 6d., depending upon the price of coals; but 
no price is fixed in this bill, and if coals go up to 20s., we are confined to 
a7 per cent. dividend. With regard to Sir Stafford Northcote’s statement 
that, by raising the illuminating power of the gas we can increase our divi- 
dends, I told him last night that, in order to raise the illuminating power 
so as to be entitled to get an extra 3d. in price, we must incur an expense of 
6d. or 9d. in the higher cost of coal, because, to increase the illuminating 
power beyond a certain extent, we must have coal of a different description 
—the use of Wigan coal must largely enter into the manufacture. At Man- 
— they pay 14s. or 16s, for that coal; here we should have to pay 30s. 
or 32s. 


Sir Starrorp Nortucotre: I am now going down to the House, anda 
question is to be asked me to-night about this bill. I think we had better 
say that we shall not proceed with the bill to-morrow, but put it off fora 
week. Perhaps by that time I may ascertain the feelings of the gas com- 
panies. Of course, if the Government are to deal with the matter, they 
ean only do it upon principles which they think reasonable and fair. They 
are perfectly ready to proceed, and to say that the figures are not theirs, or 
rather, that they are figures put in provisionally, and subject to correction. 
I would go even further, and say that if the companies like we will with- 
draw this bill and introduce another in blank, on the understanding that it 
is practicable for us to pass the second reading and get the bill into com- 
mittee. But I would not do this without your considering it. 


Mr. Russet: There is a want of elasticity in the bill. You confine the 
companies to a special price under all circumstances. 


Sir Srarrorp Norrucore: I think that might be arranged in com- 
mnittee. 


Mr. Ricnarps: The sliding scale is totally unworkable. 
Mr. Aparr : I think I may tell your grace—— 
Sir Srarrorp Nortucote: I think you had better consider the matter. 


Mr. Apair : I was going to say that if you imagine the gas ro, Soe 
would accept the bill in blank with any proposition to deal with the 10 per 
cent., it will be a mere waste of time. 


Sir Stafford Northcote here withdrew. 
Mr. Ricuarps: The sliding scale is totally unworkable. 


The Present of the Boarp oF Trape: Consider the matter, and let us 
know in a week. 


Mr. Burke: The companies last year said they would take 4s. as a maxi- 
mum, and give 14 candles instead of 12, and the committee then said they 
were satisfied. There was also to bea tribunal for examining the gas. Now, 
if it will suit your grace, we have no objection to prepare a bill ourselves in 
accordance with those suggestions, which were then thought reasonable and 
fair, and submit it to the Board of Trade. 


Mr, Aparr: The measure now before the House goes far beyond the 
recommendations of the committee last session. The gas companies have no 
objection to go before a well-selected committee on the question of supply 
and price, but there is a great principle involved in this bill which we 
cannot in any shape or form approve, and that is the alteration of the 10 
per cent. 


Mr. Beck (Chartered Gas Company) : There is not one single clause in 
the new bill which is favourable to the gas companies. 


Mr. Apatr: It is a hostile bill altogether. It is unjust as regards the 
10 per cent., and it is unworkable as regards the sliding scale. We know it 
as practical men; you have only had unpractical men to do with. What we 
maintain is this : it is a principle that does not concern gas companies alone, 
but applies to all money invested on the faith of an Act of Parliament. 
We can admit of no compromise whatever, 


Mr. Farrar: Can you point out any way by which, at the present time, 
when the companies reach 10 per cent., the price of .gas can be reduced ? 


Mr. Becx: The Act of 1860 has clauses for that purposes. 
Mr. Farrar: They are simply ineffectual. 


Mr. Breck: The only case in which it has been tried to put the Act in 
force was before an alderman, who could not hear it because he was a Com- 
missioner of Sewers. 


Mr. Farrar: Supposing all the technical difficulties were cleared away, 
and the companies are making 10 per cent., and the profits at the fixed price 
are such as would pay more than 10 per cent., it is quite evident that any 
penalties the companies might have to pay would come out of the pockets of 
the consumers, and not of the companies, 

Mr. Burke: I gather from Mr. Farrar’s remark that, whenever the 
maximum dividend is reached, he thinks:it expedient for Parliament to in- 
terfere and reduce the dividend. 

Mr. Farrar: No; let me put it in another way. I say that the prin- 
ciple of a maximum dividend is wrong altogether. You may make 20 per 
cent. if you can, but let the consumers have some benefit. I say the prin- 
ciple, whether for gas or anything else, is wrong. 

Mr. Aparr: It is the principle which has been decidedj upon considera- 
of the House of Commons. 

Mr. Farrar: Show me where is the machinery by which the price can 
be reduced. 

Mr. Ricnarps: My answer to that is, that, in fact,fthe price has been 
reduced under the existing law. 

Mr. Farrar: Since the City began to agitate ? 

Mr. Ricuarps : No; long before. 

Mr. Jounson (Phoenix Gas Company): Let me say one word. I joined 
the gas world 30 years ago. The gas companies were then paying dividends of 
33 Pa cent., and gas property was at 50 per cent. discount in the market. The 
companies were in pt x nay and I induced four of them to meet together 
and see whether we could not make some arrangement which would be 
beneficial to us. We tried districting three or four years before the other 
companies in London joined in it, but it was found to be so beneficial that 
they eventually entered into districting arrangements, which were — 
by Act of Parliament. From the commencement of the districting the com- 
panies began reducing the price of gas, and I may state that we (the Phenix 
Company) supply Mitcham and other outlying places. Your notices in- 
cluded all the metropolitan area, taking in, on our side of the water, Wands- 
worth, the Crystal Palace district, &c.; but the companies supplying those 
suburban places memorialized the Serena: oS yng are excluded from 
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the bill. The provisions made in the Act of 1860 fo’ country districts of 
the metropolitan companies are also not in the bill. I may say that we 
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Mhave gone on decreasing the price of gas, and I hope we shall continue to do 
so; but these reductions have not been brought about in consequence of 
the agitation in the City—they were commenced long before that. “ 

Mr. Burke: The remarks of Mr. Farrar show where his information 
comes from. 

Mr, Farrar: It is derived from Dr. Letheby’s evidence given last year. 

Mr. Ricuarps: Long before the action of the City we commenced re- 
ducing the price. When you speak of there being no machinery for bring- 
ing about a reduction, I may say that any vestry can put the Act of 1860 in 
motion. 





The deputation, having thanked the President of the Board of Trade for 
his courtesy in receiving them, withdrew. 





THE METROPOLITAN GAS BILL. 
[From the Times.] 

Whatever may be the fate of the Metropolis Gas Bill, which was shortly 
discussed on Thursday night, the extraordinary nature of its proposals 
ought not to escape public animadversion. It is promoted by the Metropo- 
litan Board of Works, with the laudable object of improving the quality and 
diminishing the price of the gas supplied to the metropolis. Complaints 
have been made of late years, perhaps on good grounds, that the gas con- 
sumed in London is at once worse and dearer than that manufactured in 
other cities; and, accordingly, the corporation of London applied to Parlia- 
ment two years ago for powers to manufacture gas for themselves, The 
hint was taken by the Metropolitan Board of Works, who appear now to 
be eager to assume the duties of a universal sedileship, and the result is the 
present bill, which is equally in the interest of the City and of the Metro- 
politan Board, the privileges which the bill proposes to confer being equally 
‘vested in the two authorities. We quoted on Monday some very just criti- 
cisms on the proposal from the columns of a contemporary, but it will not 
be amiss if we present our readers with a succinct account of the position of 
the companies and of the main provisions of the present measure. 

Under the existing law the gas companies have a monopoly in their 
several districts, subject to certain restrictions in the interest of the public. 
The gas, for instance, is required, under penalties, to be of a specified de- 
gree of purity, and must be supplied with regularity. But the only condi- 
tion of this sort we need specially mention relates to the illuminating 
power and the price. The gas must give a light equal to that of 12 candles, 
and, under ordinary circumstances, it must not be charged at a higher 
rate than 4s. 6d. for 1000 cubic feet. Another important restriction re- 
lates to the profits of the companies, and the manner in which they are to 
be applied. The companies are allowed to earn a maximum dividend of 
10 per cent. All profits above this are to be applied in the first instance to 
form a reserve-fund, which may be applied in two ways—either to meet 
any exceptional necessity, or to make up any deficiency in the dividends 








of previous years below the prescribed rate of 10 per cent. It will be seen, 
therefore, that by the concession of a monopoly the companies obtained a 
parliamentary guarantee of 10 per cent., provided the profits of the under- 
taking were sufficient to earn that dividend, and the terms upon which 
these profits might be earned were prescribed. In a word, the companies 
were allowed to charge 4s. 6d. for 12-candle gas, and if they could make 
10 per cent. profit out of this business they had a parliamentary title to 
the permanent enjoyment of it. In almost every case this profit has been 
attained, and gas shares have been regarded as a safe and satisfactory 
investment. At the current price of shures during the last few years in- 
vestors have obtained from 7 to 8 per cent. for their money—a moderate 
remuneration as compared with the returns of unrestricted business or of 
speculative risks. ‘he capital of the companies was recently worth 10 
or 11 millions, and large investments have been constantly made since the 
passing of the last Act in 1860. 

Such is the existing arrangement, and the proposal of the present bill 
may now be shortly stated. First, as a check upon the impurity of the 
gas, a gas board is to be appointed by the Board of ‘Trade, which, so far as 
we can see, is to have absolute power to prescribe any degree of purity it 
may think proper, and which is to conduct allits operations at the expense 
of the companies. This appears sufficiently arbitrary, but it is nothing to 
what follows. Without a single hint of compensation for the alteration of 
existing conditions, it is summarily provided—first, that the illuminating 
power is to be no longer 12, but 14 candles; secondly, that the maximum 
price for gas of this quality is to be 3s. 6d. instead of 4s. 6d.; and, above all, 
that the maximum dividend to be earned at this price is to be 7 per cent. 
instead of 10 per cent. Now, it needs no argument to show that, as Mr. 
Craufurd said on Thursday, this is simply a proposal for confiscation, No 
excuse can make it anything else than taking 3 per cent. per annum out of 
the pockets of the shareholders for the benefit of the public. In plain 
language, which it seems necessary to use, it is an act of extortion to be 
performed by the Metropolitan Board for the benefit of their constituents. 
As Mr. Craufurd said, it is just the same as if the Government were sum- 
marily to propose to pay 2 instead of 3 per cent. on the public funds. It is 
almost an aggravation of such a proposal deliberately to plead the interests 
of the public in excuse of it. No doubt it is very desirable that London 
should have good gas, and that it should have it as cheap as it ean profit- 
ably be made; but it is not desirable, because it is grossly unjust, that these 
ends should be obtained at the sacrifice of pledged faith and the rights of 
individuals. There is no way to obtain a commodity so cheaply as to steal 
it and this is what the bill of the Metropoiitan Board proposes to do with 
the gas. 

From the explanation of Sir Stafford Northcote on Thursday, it is evident 
that he is well aware of the uselessness of proceeding with so iniquitous a 
scheme. He proposed to postpone the second reading until after Easter, 
intimating that the gas companies had made some proposals to the Board 
of: Trade, and that during the recess it was probable that some agreement 
,would be come toon the subject. Mr. Craufurd proposed, on the other hand, 
to throw the bill out at once, and the debate was at length adjourned. The 
only plea offered by Sir Stafford in defence of his proposal consisted in a 
round assertion that “nothing was more untrue” than the allegation that 
“the bill reduces a guaranteed dividend of 10 per cent. to one of 7 per cent.” 
He avers that it simply establishes a sliding scale; that it abolishes the £10 
limit, and allows the companies to go to any extent they please, providing 
only that after a certain amount is reached both the companies and the 
public should be the gainers. We will not retort the form of Sir Stafford’s 
contradiction, and will say, on the contrary, that the plea rea!ly tends to 
exculpate him, because it confirms the supposition of Mr. Wyld that he can 
hardly have read the bill. We have the bill now before us, and it distinctly 
states that so long as the price charged is “ the maximum price chargeable 
according tothe prescribed scale of illuminating power and price, a divi- 
dend may be paid at arate not exceeding 7 per cent. per annum.” It does, 
indeed, proceed to establish a sliding scale, and states the condition under 





which a higher dividend may be declared; but this condition is that the| 
price should be reduced below the maximum—that is, below 3s. 6d. For} 
every reduction in price of one penny,. an extra dividend may be paid of aq} 
half per cent. It is evident that this does not alter the proposal. The| 
maximum price is, as we have said, altered in a manner highly disadvanta. | 
geous to the companies; but, even supposing it had been left the same as it || 
is now, the bill plainly enacts that the maximum dividend corresponding to || 
that price shall be reduced from 10 to7 percent. Sir Stafford ought, cer- || 
tainly, to have been better acquainted with the bill; but we are glad that || 
he should have displayed this ignorance of its provisions, for it would have | 
been in the highest degree discreditable if such a measure had been pro. | 
posed with the deliberate consent of a Government. We may hope that)! 
the Board of Trade wiil succeed in the mutual arrangement which is 
contemplated. We presume the gas companies have received some such | 
proposal, as they had previously offered to increase the illuminating | 
power and to make a moderate reduction in price. We are by no means 
denying that some such concession to the demands of the public is to 
be expected, but we must protest against the first instance in our legis- 
lation of a deliberate proposal to confiscate private property without com. 
pensation for the supposed benefit of the public. It must be remembered that 
property is none the less private because it is absorbed in a vast company, 
and that public faith is none the less sacred because it is pledged to an 
impersonal corporation. The former consideration does, indeed, suggest a 
peculiar point of cruelty which would be inflicted by any such measure as 
the present. A company may seem a scarcely sentient body, but it is eom- 
posed of individuals who have often staked their fortunes and the happiness 
of themselves and their families on the security of their investments, 
Where they have done this on an open risk, they must be prepared to take 
all consequences; but where they have only made a prudent investment on 
what seemed almost a parliamentary title, it would be a crnel and unpar- 
donable injustice if Parliament were itself to confiscate their property, 
Moreover, nothing will be gained in the end by violating any such public 
pledge. No Metropolitan Board will ever supersede the necessity of joint- 
stock enterprise, and joint-stock enterprise will receive a fatal blow in the 
day when the public, for selfish interests, violate legislative engagements 
into which they have deliberately entered. 


[From the Saturday Review.]} 

The Government, at the instigation of the Metropolitan Board of Works, 
has introduced a Metropolitan Gas Bill which is unprecedented in England 
as a measure of legislative confiscation. The second reading of the bill has, 
in deference to the unanimous remonstrances of all persons interested in 
similar undertakings, been postponed for a week, and Sir Stafford Northcote 
will perhaps discover in the interval how grossly he has been misled by the 
real promoters of the measure, Its efiect, if it were passed in its present 
form, would be to deprive the shareholders in the gas companies of the 
whole of their porperty, which two years ago might have been sold for 10 or 
11 millions. Almost any one of the principal clauses of the bill would, by 
its separate operation, reduce the income cf the companies by a third. It 
is difficult to attribute to the Government any motive for sanctioning a 
shameless act of plunder, except a desire to conciliate the metropolitan 
members by offering a bribe to their constituencies. The tolerant levity 
with which the project is sometimes discussed in society is more excusable. 
All London householders are gas consumers, while few are gas proprietors; 
and brighter lights or lower rates offer an attractive project when they are 
to be attained at the expense of joint-stock companies. ‘That property 
invested in associated enterprise is as sacred as if it were employed in 
private undertakings is apparently a truth too recondite for popular appre- 





hension. The case of the gas companies may be intelligibly stated in a few 
words. By the general Gas Clauses Act of 1847, the maximum dividend of 


10 per cent. was allowed to all companies adopting the provisions of the Act, 
and they were further authorized to make good deficient back dividends by 
the establishment of a reserve-fund. Nearly every provincial gas company; 
in England is now governed by the Gas Clauses Act. In 1860 the 
Metropolitan Board of Works procured the passing of an Act by which the 
10 per cent. maximum was retained, while the application of the reserve- 
fund was limited to a period of three years. The illuminating power was 
fixed at 12 candles, and the maximum price at 4s. 6d. for a thousand cubic 
feet. The companies were allowed the exclusive possession of their respec 
tive districts, and they were compelled to provide gas on demand within 
their boundaries. When the Act was passed, some of the companies were 
already paying 10 per cent., and the rest immediately afterwards attained 
the maximum dividend. The surplus being applicable to the reduction of 
the price of gas, the charge has since been altered from 4s. 6d. to 4s., with 
a saving to the consumers of nearly a quarter of a million. No complaints 
Were made against the companies, except in the City of London, where the 
price remained at 4s. 6d. Two years ago the corporation applied to Parlia- 
ment for powers to manufacture gas in the City, and it invited the other 
metropolitan districts to join in the agitation. The whole question of gas 
supply was consequently referred to a select committee of the House of 
Commons, which rejected the Corporation Gas Bill and closed the inquity 
before the case of the companies had been heard. In its report the com- 
mittee irregularly and improperly sanctioned some of the imputations which 
the companies had not had an opportunity of refuting; but no attempt was 
made in 1866 to impeach the parliamentary contract under which the pro 
rietors received their dividend. ‘The companies agreed to increase the] 
illuminating power from 12 candles to 14,and the maximum price Was 
reduced to the actual standard of 4s. for 1000 feet. | 
During the seven years which have elapsed since the passing of the), 
Metropolitan Gas Act, many hnndreds of thousands of pounds have bee | 
invested in gas shares on the faith of Parliament. The price of £50 shares || 
in the principal companies varied from 83 to 87, so that investors obtaine¢)| 
about 74 per cent. for their capital. At the present moment, in consequence} 
of the agitation, the shares are unsaleable ; and if the bill is passed in It) 
integrity their value will be absolutely annihilated. It is proposed that the| 
maximum price of gas shall be 33., and that the dividend shall be limited | 
to 7 per cent., except when the price is reduced below the absurd limit fixed) 
in the bill. Neither the Board of Works nor the Government has investi-) 
gated the cost of manufacture, or the possibility of complying with the terms 
of the bill; yet the accounts of the companies are legally open to the fullest) 
investigation by the consumers, and they prove that it is barely possible at) 
the present price to pay the authorized dividend. Increased consumption) 
may gradually raise the profits, and consequently diminish the price; U 
on the other hand, gas coal has risen in price for ten years at the average 
annual rate of 10 per cent., and the cost of labour in all departments OF) 
industry is notoriously increasing. Power is to be given to the Boar he 
Works to purchase at the value which will have been reduced by its 0 - 
proceedings; or, in other words, Parliament is asked to allow a buyer | 
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for years paid 10 per cent.; and if their present application were granted, 
they would offer for the depreciated property a proportionaily inadequate 


dividend from 10 per cent. to 7. A bill for paying the holders of Three per 
Cent. Consols at the rate of 2 per cent. would be neither more nor less 
honest than this bill. The manufacture of 14-candle gas at 3s. would 
not only absorb the profit, but would leave a considerable loss, so that the 
clause which limits the dividend is rather a shameless avowal of disregard 
for public faith than a separate measure of repudiation; but the promoters 
ean scarcely have expected to carry their bill, as a whole, and in the anti- 
cipation of partial failure, they have provided several strings to their bow. 
If the nominal dividend is untouched, they hope to render it impossible to 


a reasonable price would be rendered nugatory by the confiscation of 3-10ths 
of the authorized dividend. The real value of investments in gas shares 
has been lately subjected to a practical test. The Imperial Gas Company, 
which is the largest of the metropolitan undertakings, lately took powers 
to issue additional shares with a maximum dividend of 7 percent. Their 
representatives had in vain urged upon Parliament the expediency of 
allowing a larger margin, and their foresight has been justified by the result. 
A considerable portion of the new capital is still unplaced, and the 7 per 
cent. shares which have been issued are at present at a considerable dis- 
count in the market. The bill, as it is printed, actually proposes to place 
on the same footing- the 10 per cent. and the 7 per cent. shares which have 
been deliberately distinguished by previous Acts of Parliament. The pur- 
chasers of old shares who invested thcir capital at prices which paid them 
from 7 to 8 per cent. appear to have made a reasonable, and not extrava- 
gantly profitable bargain. Foreign gas shares, returning the same dividend, 
and lying out of reach of the corporation, the Board of Works, and the Board 
of Trade, are at this moment worth about 30 per cent. more than shares in 
the metropolitan companies. 

The pretext of regard to the public interest of gas consumers affords no 
excuse for the measure. The transfer of several millions of property from 
the owners must necessarily be profitable to the recipients. Theft is the 
most gainful kind of commerce, but it has not been generally considered a 
creditable source of profit. When spoliation is effected by an exercise of 
legislative omnipotence, the fraud is the more offensive because it admits of 
no | redress. Michigan, Florida, and Mississippi derived much advan- 
tage from their refusal to repay the loans which had been advanced on 
reliance on their honour; and two or three years ago the state of New York 
completed an operation worthy of the Metropolitan Board of Works by 
paying off its foreign creditors in greenbacks worth less than half the 
capital sums which had been borrowed. Arm Act of Parliament ought to be 
the best of title deeds, and if a parliamentary concession requires, in the 


pensation. It is not alleged that the gas companies have failed to perform 
any of the conditions of their bargain. Capitalists, generally of modest 
means and unambitious dispositions, have become proprietors on the faith 
of a public contract. They incurred the risk of failing to earn the maximum 
dividend, but all the other terms of their enterprise were apparently free 


one-sided report of the committee of last year, and it has speculated on the 
countenance of a reckless Government in search of support. If the attempt 
succeeds, the sufferers will have the gloomy satisfaction of knowing that 
the process of confiscation will not end where it began. All shareholders 
in undertakings sanctioned by Act of Parliament will find that the contracts 
on which they have relied will be liable to revision on the demand of 
customers and consumers. When a supply of water, of gas, or of railway 
communication is required, joint-stock enterprise is eagerly welcomed as 
furnishing the only means of supplying a public want. It is only after the 
outlay has been undertaken that the stipulated payment is grudged; and if 
the dishonest experiment of the Board of Works succeeds, half the municipal 
bodies in the kingdom will apply for boons to be granted at the expense of 
public companies. Nor will the disregard of proprietary rights terminate 
with the confiscation of associated capital. Fundholders are interested in 
the observance of parliamentary faith, and landowners are popularly 
accused of possessing an invidious monopoly. During the Reign of Terror 
a French Revolutionary Court gave judgment for a plaintiff in ejectment 
on the evidence of the defendant. The owner of the farm which was 


that his father and grandfather had possessed it before him. The court 
replied that the family had owned the land long enough, and that the plaintiff, 
especially as he was a sound patriot, was entitled to his turn. The not less 
(patriotic Board of Works considers that the gas companies have enjoyed 10 
per cent. so long that they ought to be content with 7, or, under the 
machinery of thie bill, with nothing. Even in the soundest state of society 
there is always an undercurrent of envy against the rich, and a company 
with three or four millions of capital is thought an almost legitimate object 
of spoliation. The individual owners of hard-earned savings, the widows 
and the helpless families who live on their dividends, are lumped up and 
blurred together in the fiction of a collective or corporate existence. If the 
gas bill passes, many helpless persons will be reduced to undeserved poverty 
e, a lawless combination of local agitators with an unscrupulous or careless 
fGovernment. 





THE GAS QUESTION IN DUNDEE. 
THE QUALITY OF THE GAS SUPPLIED TO THE TOWN. 


At a Meeting of the Dundee Lighting Committee, held on the 1st inst., 
og — read the following Report and Letter from Professor Heddle, of 
‘St. Andrews :— 


Report as to the Illuminating Power and Purity of the Gas supplied to Dundee 
by the two Companies, called the ‘‘ Old’”’ and the “ New.” 

Acting upon instructions received from the Lighting Committee of the Police 
Commissioners of Dundee, I went to that town on the 8th of February, 1867 ; tested, 
on the premises in the Police Chambers, the illuminating powers of the gas sup- 
Plied by both companies ; and took samples which were immediately analyzed and 
€xamined in my laboratory in St. Andrews. 

As it was the desire of the committee that every justice might be done to the 
oy a in the way of testing their gas on different days, I also went to Dundee 
on the 8th of March, on which occasion the gas was also fully tested, and samples 
‘gain removed to St. Andrews and examined. 


On the 8th of February the gas was tested after the pressure was fully on, that 
the illuminating power was tested 
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impudently asked for power to buy at 6 per cent. undertakings which had 


price. No excuse is alleged in the preamble for the arbitrary reduction of 


earn the amount; and, on the other hand, they know that the concession of 





281 


hour from a “‘ No.3” burner. The results given are the average of numcrous 
experiments. 
Old gas company’s gas, equalto. . .« . . 16°66 candles, 
New ” ” ” eotaVss ww ” 
Old gas company’s gas analyzed in St. Andrews— 
The specific gravity found to be 516 air—equal to 1. 
The carbonic acid, equal to 1°6 per cent. 
The ‘illuminants” condensable by bromine, equal to 9°0 per cent. 


On the 8th of March. 


Old company’s gas,equalto . . . . . « 16°93 candles. 

New ,, ” ” ‘2 © s&s @ 22°83 ” 
Ovp Company’s Gas. 

ree. 6 tk ee Se eee *505 

Carbonic acid,equalto. . . . . . . . I*d5pereent, 

Illuminants condensed by bromine,equalto . 7°5 ” 
New Company’s Gas. 

Specific gravity,equalto . ..... « *485 

Carbonic acid, equal to . dics : wi vdeo @ “34 per cent. 

Condensed by bromine . . . 22 tn), ae ow 


Both the “ Old” and the “‘ New”’ gas was found to be purifte@ up to the standard 
required by the Metropolis Gas Act, as regards sulphuretted bydrogen and am- 
monia; the “ Old,’’ however, showing traces of ammonia. 

Both contain a considerable quantity of the vapour of the bisulphide of carbon, 
phd other sulphur compounds, yielding on combustion sulphurous and sulphuric 
acids. 

It is thus seen that the average value of the ‘* Old” gas is less than equal to that 
of 17 candles, while that of the ‘‘ New” is equal to about 234 candles. 

From these results I have to report that the gas supplied by the old gas company 
is of very inferior quality, being both essentially low in illuminating power, from 
absence of a sufficiency of light-giving ingredients, and having its illuminating 
power still further reduced by a large quantity of carbonic acid—an evidence of 
careless purification. 

Of the gas supplied by the new company, I have to say that, while it is marked 
by superiority in both of these respects to that of the old, especially as regards 
more thorough purification, still that it is not of such illuminating power, or, in 
other respects, of such a character as should be supplied to a large city like 
Dundee, where the health of the numerous workers in manufactories depends in a 
great measure upon the absence of sulphur compounds from the gas supplied to 
them. M. Forster Heppie. 


St. Andrew's, March 30, 1867. 

My dear Sir,—I am in receipt of yours of yesterday, on which day I forwarded 
my report on the gas. 
I must say that I am astonished at what you tell me of the gas company’s pro- 
posals. The idea of 18-candle gas in Scotland seems to me little short of prepos- 
terous. It is, I believe, now universally admitted that 20 candles for cannel gas 
is much too low a standard to be fixed by any Act. It is quite true that in London 
they sometimes use 14-candle gas; but it is to be remembered that that is common 
coal gas, consumed from Argand burners, which use a very large quantity, and but 
seldom introduced into private houses. Fishtail burners, as used in Scotland, are 
not adapted for, and cannot give a proper light with a low gas. 
From 25 to 28 candles is given forth as the average of Scotch gas. You yourselves 
can, however, determine whether an 18-candle gas will satisfy you. I understood 
that there had been dissatisfaction with the gas in Dundee. My report showed that 
one of your gases gave nearly 24 candles. You can yourselves judge as to whether 
you can rest contented with a gas nearly one-third worse than that which has 
already given rise to complaint. 
In a word, my opinion is that you should oppose these bills out and out, unless 
they fix the standard at 30 or, at least, 28 candles. You may then, perhaps, be 
supplied with, on the average, a 27-candle gas. 
Now is the time for action in the direction of improvement in your gas, which, 
next to proper ventilation, pure water, and good drainage, is the most important 
question which can come under the consideration of the commissioners. 
I cannot too strongly recommend your being firm as to requiring a high standard 
for your gas, and I would earnestly recommend your taking counsel of some other 
chemist in the matter. Dr. Penny, of Glasgow, a man of great experience, may be 
mentioned, and a copy of my report should be forwarded to him. 


Truly yours, M. Forster Heppie. 
St. Andrew's April 1, 1867. 


Dear Sir,—Since writing you I have ascertained the illuminating power of the 
gases supplied to the following towns. These powers are, I believe, properly 
authenticated :— 


Bdinburgh . . 2 1 © 0 28 0 2 28 candles. 
hie @¢ Ria el ems eS a me ee ” 
ts +s + + 6 @ 6 «6 «6 ” 
RS ce 6 a ee Me ° 28°5 yy 
0 ee ee ee 30 Cl, 
ae Sere - 2 


TIE ths: doce in As. aishacen 20) eed ee 
This gives an average of 29°26 candles as the value of the gas voluntarily supplied 
by the gas companies to these towns, and will, I hope, show that if you are to be 
tied down by an Act, the standard which I advised you to assume—namely, 30 
candles—is a fair one. Truly yours, M. Forster Heppie. 


From the minutes it appeared that the treasurer was authorized to pay 
Professor Heddle’s account for his two visits to Dundee and analyzing the 
gas, and his expenses and report, on this resolution being passed by the 
board—amount, £17 17s. It appeared that the amount due to the Dundee 
Gas Company for public lamps for March was £154 1s. 11d. 

Mr. Mackay said that, as the board were aware, many complaints had 
been made in regard to the quality of gas supplied in Dundee by the gas 
companies, and a report, furnished by the Lighting Committee, had been 
refused. The subject was remitted back to the committee with powers to 
take what advice they might think necessary, and to report on the matter 
at a subsequent meeting. The board wanted a complete and exhaustive 
report which would satisfy the public and show the real state of matters. 
It was resolved to take the best advice and assistance that could be pro- 
cured, and accordingly Professor Heddle, who was thoroughly acquainted |' 
with the subject, had been requested to report. That gentleman had made || 
gas his special study for several years, and was well qualified to give an 
opinion. He was told that a fair report was only desired, and that the gas 
companies should be treated with every justice. The report was now on 
the table, and it would be for the commission to decide on the steps 
they would take regarding it. After it was received, the gas companies 
bills were brought before the committee of the council, and then he (Mr. 
Mackay) had written the professor, and taken his opinion on some other 
points which had not been aay pee touched. He thought when they 
had such a report that there could only be one opinion about the propriety 
of the council taking over the gas-works forthe community. They had 
been told that the community did not go along with the council in the 
matter, but if that was the case, he thought the report read would open 
their eyes, as it would show them the sort of gas with which they had been 
supplied was far from being what it ought to be, He did not think the 
directors of the gas companies would become “ Pritchards” by supplying 

















that of a properly weighed and adjusted standard sperm candle burning 
grains per hour, the gas being allowed to issue at the rate of 5 cubic feet per 
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slow poison to the community instead of pure gas for the sake of increasing 
their dividends. Professor Heddle told them their photometer was an 
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excellent one, and only wanted an adition of one or two improvements to 
make it an excellent one, and these would be made. It would not test 
exactly, but they would know the -illuminating power of gas at any time 
within a candle or acandle and a half. The professor had also compli- 
mented their inspector, who managed the business very expertly. 

Bailie Foceir said the report they had just received would open the 
eyes of the public on the gas questicn. Though they were fixed to the 
seven towns average clause, that clause gave 29 odd candle gas, and they 
would have to pay for that quality when in reality they were only getting 
1164-candle gas. That was most preposterous, and should not be allowed. 

The public had all along complained, and knew that the gas they were get- 
jting was not the reat substance at all, It was just the same as a gentleman 
|buying canvas cloth, and who got jute instead of flax. 

Mr. Bucnan said it was provided by the Dundee Gas Company’s Act 
jthat the community were to obtain the best gas in Scotland, for which they 
jcould only be charged the price of the average of seven towns. Now, the 
|price had been up to the seven towns, but why should they pay equal to 
|the seven towns, and ouly.receive half value—viz., gas at 16 candles? The 
question came to be—Could gentlemen enforce the account in a court of 
law? If a merchant took in hand to supply a certain article at a certain 
|price and of a certain quality, he was bound todo so, He thought, seeing 
|this was a statutory matter, it would raise a very nice question—whether a 
party could enforce a price for a quality of gas which was not that they 
| bound themselves to supply? ‘The commission had not been getting value 
|for their money, and he could say personally that he had suffered very 
|much in consequence of the bad quality of the gas supplied. His hall, al- 
|though fully lighted, was not in such a state as enabled him to conduct his 
| business as he liked; and he believed his was no exceptional case. Gentle- 
jmen throughout the town had similar complaints to make, and he thought 
jit was a serious matter that the quality of gas should be so bad. He 
|thought Mr. Mackay wonld require to give some explanation why all the 
|tests furnished to the Police Commission were of the new gus company’s 
\article, and not of the old. They had never had a test of the old company’s 
|gas; it was always the new. 

Bailie Hay: Is that the fact? 


Mr. Bucnan said no doubt that was the way the new gas company’s 
| Shareholders had been receiving less dividend than the old. 
| Stated in committee that that was the fact. He hoped it was not; but if it 








town council had been. ontwitted by the clever directors of the old gas 
company, but he did not think that was so much to be wondered at, for 
three directors of the old gas company had outwitted the clever directors 
of the new gas company. He thought the report would doa great deal of 
good, and he was of opinion that they should not pass the account until 
they saw better about it. 

Mr. Mackay said that he was not aware till Professor Heddle came to 
Dundee that the gas of both companies could be tested. 


the gas was tested, there was always some mistake made with the photo- 
meter or with the candles. He believed that the old company’s gas had 
been tested too, but these mistakes had always been made. 


Mr. Bucuan: If the old company’s gas was ever tested, was any report 
of it ever brought before us? I do not believe there ever was. 

Mr. ALLAN said he had never heard of both companies gases having been 
tested before. 

Pn Mackay said he did not think the old company’s gas had ever been 
tested. 


that good quality, they were to receive the average price of the good gas of 
these towns. For the first time it had now been shown that, instead of 
giving gas equal to the other towns, the condition on which they were 


equal toa little more than 16 candles, instead of 28 or 30 candles. Really 
| that was a strange position to be placed in. A‘s to the reports to the board, 
it was strange if they had reports of gas that the public were not burning. 
He always understood that the gas reported on was the gas being used by 
the public. If it was not that, it was a delusion on the board. It was now 
proposed by the bills at present in Parliament to retain the right to charge 
the high price, but to restrict the quality to 18 candles—in other words, to 
charge pretty well on to double price for the inferior gas. He did not know 
what to say of such a proposal, and he thought that if the public, or the 
representatives of the allowed such a proceeding it would bea strange 
state of matters indeed. The council came toan agreement to gonext year 
to Parliament to ask power to take over the works, and they agreed that the 
companies money bills might go on just now, but most distinctly it was 
| understood that these bills were restricted to money bills only. It was no 
| part of the agreement that the town council should allow these additional 
/clauses as to the quality and the price of gas to be introduced, and be made 
law, whereby the public would be so clearly injured. A new state of 
}matters had arisen. They must, he thought, deal with these bills. having 
|zaqned to the law and obligations on the companies as at present. ‘They 
did not know what might occur next year as to their own bill; and, if the 
present new bills were passed into law, the public would be at the mercy 
of the companies without their former criterion for the supply of good gas. 
Mr. Nicoxt said that though they had hitherto considered themselves to 
be walking in the noonday sun, it really turned out that they had been 
under the light of the moon all the time, and looking over their shoulders 





and that they had been paying for what they had not. consumed, was the 
most extraordinary confession he had ever heard at that board. He was of 
opinion that before paying the year's account, they should bring the matter 
under the notice of the old gas company. They should intimate to them 


which they ought to have been supplied. Surely there must be some 
mistake about the matter, and it should be brought under the notice of the 
gas companies, ‘The works of both companies were under the same 
engineer, and they could not give credence to the report. He thought the 


fair that the matter should be brought under the notice of the directors of 
the old company. 

Mr, Mackay said that Professor Heddle, in his report, had said nothing 
that was not in terms.of his instructions. So far from being a partisan, the 
professor was most anxious and careful that the companies shonld get 
every justice when the gas was being tested, and seemed afraid. lest he 





Mr. Scorr said there was a mistake in the matter altogether. Though | 
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t had been | 


was, they would require some explanation. It had also been said that the | 


Bailie Hay said that the point brought out by Mr. Buchan went deeper | 
than the payment of the present account. By their Act the gas company | 
were bound to give a gas equal to the best in Scotland, and, in return for | 


j 


entitled to make the average charge, the quality had been stated to be only | 


at their own shadow. But then to be told that the gas had been tested, | 


| also to that condition, which should have beenexpunged. When the parties 
that this test had been made, and that they were not getting the gas with i vishe, mm 


professor was somewhat of a partisan, and he would say that it was only | 


| large town in Scotland, being less than 17 candles, while in Edinburgh, | 
5 , o ’ ’ 


should make a report unfavourable to them. Regarding Mr. Nicoll’s 
remarks about the testing of the gas by the commissioners themselves, the 
commissioners had said that the gas with which they were supplied by the 
new gas company was at the rate of 22 candles, and Professor Heddle had 
found it to be considerably higher than that. 

The Provosr said that the report by Professor Heddle seemed to bea 
very regular and proper one. He might have intended the letter to Mr, 
Mackay as a private letter, but it was a little out of his way to give the 
Town Council advice regarding their conduct in the matter. 

It was then decided that the payment of the gas account should, in the 
meantime, be reserved, and the matter dropped. 





[From the Dundee Advertiser. ] 

Talk of returning to the dark ages, what a revelation of civic wisdom was 
made yesterday at the Police Commissioners meetirig in Dundee! A grand 
photometer was erected some years ago at the police office to test the gas 
supplied to the public Jamps. The photometer has been regularly used 
from that time to this, reports have been regularly presented to the com- 
missioners of the quality of the gas, and lately the Lighting Committee 
specially attended to watch the operation of the apparatus, with which they 
expressed themselves highly satisfied, when loand behold! it turnsout that 
they were all the time testing the wrong gas. The gas burnt in the public 
lamps is supplied by the o/d gas company, and the commissioners were 
always photometering the gas supplied by the new, which Professor Heddle 
declares to be nearly 50 cent. better than that of the old. 

We were always doubtful regarding the illuminating power of the gas in 
Dundee, of which our friends, the gas companies, have been accustomed to 
boast, but whenever we expressed our incredulity they always had the 
ready resource for silencing us and other sceptics by deelaring that their 
photometers showed the Dundee gas was what is called from 24 to 28 candle 
gas. Now, photometers are rather uncommon scientific instruments, and |) 
are not like pint measures, easy to be found on ordinary premises. The}; 
only one in Dundee besides those at the gas-works is at the police office, || 
and, singularly enough, it has always registered a fair quality of gas. Still,|| 
wherever one has gone this winter the cry has been, “ How bad the gas is;”|| 
and, as we lately remarked, the scientific photometers and the eyes of the || 
public did not agree. At this point the Town Council resolved to find out || 
which was right, by calling in an eminent gas doctor, in the person.of Pro-|| 
fessor Heddle, of St. Andrews, who eame over and tested the products of| 
both the gas companies, also bottling off specimens of the manufacture of the 
old gasand the new, which he has carefully analyzed in his laboratory, with | 
results nota little startling tothecommissioners and the gas companies. First 
of all, the learned professor shows that the greater part of the gas burned in| 
Dundee—that supplied by the old company—is the worst supplied to any 








Glasgow, and Greenock the quality is equal to 28; in Hawick and Paisley, 
to 30; and in Aberdeen, toas high as 35 candles—being more than double 
the illuminating power in Dundee. Then, to the astonishment evidently || 
of the police commission, the new gas company—poorest and weakest of | 
the two companies—has been supplying an article about 50 per cent. better) 
than that issuing from the works of its old, wealthy, and powerful rival.| 
This report, astonishing to the commission, is, we understand, still more 
astonishing to the directors of the old gas company. They cannot com-| 
prehend it. The registers at the works of the two companies, as we are 
informed, show that the qualities of gas made at both are as nearly as | 
possible the same. The gas is made under the same manager, generally from 
the same coal, mixed in the same proportions, and the processes of manu-| 
facture are identical. How, with all the elements and conditions being alike, | 
the results are so unlike, the directors cannot understand. But there must!) 
be something in it. Professor Heddle can have no object in representing | 
the gas of one company as inferior to that of the other unless it is | 
so. He has no interest in running down the old company. It is said | 
that there are ways of diluting or be-deviling gas with common air. Has such | 
a process ever been heard of in the old company’s works? It is also said that | 
for years a much larger proportion of gas has been made by the old company, 
relative to the consumpt of coal, than by the new. Is this a fact? If 
either of these statements had any truth in them it would account 
for the difference of quality between the gas of the two companies as 
described by the professor. Then, as to the qualities in other towns, it is | 
not understood that Professor Heddle has tested them for himself, and it is 
just possible that, were his tests applied to them, be might reduce their repu- 
tations very considerably, as he has done those in Dundee. In the mean- 
time, the Town Council seem to have been a little hasty in repudiating 
their last gas bill account, simply because of Profeseor Heddle’s report. Gas 
doctors, like all other doctors, differ, and it may be the easiest thing in the 
world for the gas companies to find another learned alchemist who, using 
another pair of eyes, and another photometer, and another set of jars and 
bottles, will give the Dundee gas a better character than it has lost. If the 
commissioners had complained of the gas when they were using it, they 
might have had a case; but in point of law, as well as in equity, they can- 
not refuse to pay for an article of which they took delivery without. a | 
murmur. | 
Professor Heddle’s report will no doubt lead the companies thoroughly | 
to ascertain what qualities they are supplying. We are only afraid that | 
the refusal of the commissioners to pass the old gas company’s account may 
be regarded as an act of hostility which, along with the resolution to oppose | 
the bills in the House of Lords, may lead the gas companies to say that the | 
Town Council have broken the agreement which was entered into for the 
sale of their works to the town. The great error made by the council was 
in permitting any departure in the money bills from the principle of supply 
hitherto in operation in Dundee—viz., THE AVERAGE QUALITY AND PRicS 
IN THE SEVEN TOWNS. It seems to have been overlooked, however, that 
those money bills, when introduced into Parliament, fixed the quality of 
gas at 14 candles, and the agreement of the council to support them applied 





went before Lord Redesdale, the council simply wished the average price 0 

the seven towns inserted, to which the gas companies were opposed. Lord | 
Redesdale, however, thought it well, in the public interest, following English 

precedents, to fix the price of the gas in proportion to the quality, and he 

proposed 14-candle gas at 3s. 6d. per 1000 feet. This the representatives of 
the council were willing to accept, and give up the average clause; but, 
curiously enough, just when they surrendered it, the representatives of a 
gas companies became enamoured of it, and the result. was the compromise, 
in which council now say they were outwitted—viz., 18 candles in quality, | 
with the average price of the seven towns. Taking the-statement we pub- 
lish this morning on behalf of the manager of the gas companies, that the 
average quality of the old company's gas is 27 candles, there isno doubt 
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the effect of the agreem 


same price for it. 

It humbly appears to us that, i i is 1 f 
lthe gas pre on the other, are sincere in their desire—the one to ac- 
| quire. and the other to dispose of their works at a fair price—they will settle 
the difference between them here in Dundee, on the understanding that gas 


’ . It cannot be expected by the companies that the com- 
predarmag n B to pay the average price for a quality—we allude 
to the 18 candles in the bill, not to Professor Heddle’s report—50 
per cent. below the average. That would be so unreasonable, that 
the directors of the companies could not hold up their faces for it. 
On the other hand, the town council should think twice before they 
incur the cost of opposing bills which they are bound by written agree- 
ment to support. Their opposition would be a very expensive opposition, 
and there is some danger that theyymight have to pay the expenses on 
both sides. As we have said, if both parties are in earnest—the gas com- 
panies to sell and the council to purchase the gas-works at the end of the 
present year—there is no need for angry disputes over arrangements that 
are only for a few months duration. There will be little if any chance for 
the town acquiring the supply of gas if the present agreement 1s departed 
from or overturned. The gas companies say that the bills were not altered 
by them but by Lord Redesdale, and that the representatives of the town 
assented to the alterations. Lord Redesdale understood all parties were 
| satisfied, and he will be surprised at either of them seeking to change what 








bills in spite of the opposition of the council, they would declare the 
agreement of the council with them had been violated, and would not sell 
their works, in which case the last estate of the gas consumers would be 
worse than the first. The case is one in which discretion would certainly 
ba the better part of valour, to resolve on abiding by the agreement entered 
into with the gas companies (on the understanding that during the year 
the average quality and price shall be maintained) better than to fight 
them. 
QUALITY OF GAS IN DUNDEE. 
In reference to certain statements which have appeared respecting a 
report said to have been obtained from Professor Heddle, of St. Andrews, we 
have been requested by the manager of the gaslight companies to state that 
they are incorrect. According to a register ae by him of the illuminating 
power of the gas produced at the works of the Dundee Gaslight Company, as 
tested by a fishtail jet consuming 5 cubic feet of gas per hour, with a 
standard candle, the gas being taken from the main supplying the town, 
betwixt the hours of eight and nine in the evening, the following result is 
shown :— 
On March 5, it was equal to 27 candles. 
” ? ” 27 ” 
22 26°5 ,, 
39 97 
” we = ” 
April 1, - 28:8: » 
The inequality of the illuminating power betwixt the gas of the Dundee 
Gaslight Company and that of the Dundee New Gaslight Company, the 
manager declares, is simply impossible. Coals of the same description and 
quality are used at the works of both companies; and the produce of the 
coal cannot be different to any perceptible degree. It is, however, quite 
possible that atmospheric air may have found its way into the pipe from 
which Dr. Heddle drew the gas of the old company tested by him, and this 
may account for the result of his experiments. ‘The proper course would 
be for him to visit the works of the companies, and test the quality of the 
gas as it is supplied through the distributing-pipes for the consumpt of the 
town. The directors of the gaslight companies will take measures to 
remove any impression from the public mind that the gasin Dundee is 
inferior to that of any of the other towns of the kingdom. 





CoMPOSITION AND QUALITY OF THE METROPOLITAN WATERS, IN 
Marcu, 1867.—The following are the returns of the Metropolitan Asso- 
ciation of Medical Officers of Health :— 

















Tot. solid 7 oc. bw Oxidizable Hardness. 

Names of Water Companies. | Matter , nition®, OTsanic /[porengay ee 
per gal. , 8 Matter.+ | Before | After 

| Boiling. | Boiling. 

Thames Water Companies. Grains. | Grains. | Grains. | Degrees.) Degrees. 
Grand Junction . . . . .| 22°21 O75 =| 0°56 14°0 4°0 
West Middlesex . . . . 21°21 1°00 | 0°56 13°0 4°0 
Southwark and Vauxhall , 20°07 1°00 | 0°56 | 13°0 4°0 
PB. we ee ee op ree | S| Os | 16 4°0 
Memboth 4... 2's 22°33 | 0°80 | 0°56 | 13°5 4°5 

Other Companies. 

Kent .. .- -} 25°99 | O°75 | 0°12 15°5 7°5 
ET. + + « «+ + «| ae 0°75 0°44 12°0 3°5 
EastLondon . ... . | 21°84 0°85 | 0°60 13°0 3°0 








Hy. Leruesy, M.B. 


* The loss by ignition represents a variety of volatile matters, as well as organic 
matter, as ammoniacal salts, moisture, and the volatile constituents of nitrates and 
nitrites. 

+ The oxidizable organic matter is determined by a standard solution of perman- 
ganate of potash—the available oxygen of which is to the organic matteras 1 isto 8 ; 
and the results are controlled by the examination of the colour of the water 
when seen through a glass tube 2 feet in length and 2 inches in diameter, 


Dr. Wuitmorer’s REPORT ON THE QUALITY OF THE GAS SUPPLIED IN 
§t. MARYLEBONE, IN Marcu, 1867:— 








| Mean Pressure in 


| Illuminating Power in 
| 10ths of an inch, 


Sperm Candles. 

















Marcu. *Mean of! | 
|26 Obser-| Highest.) Lowest. Highest.| Lowest. 
| vations. | | | 
Tmperial Company’sgas..../| 14°39 15°28 13°80 18°22 8°25 
Chartered Co.’s common gas. .| 12°51 13°43 12°05 32°41 13°56 
Chartered Cos cannel gas. ..| 21°00 | 22°08 | 20°17 | 28°81 | 11-60 














* Each observation consists of 10 readings of the photometer. 
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ent would be that the companies could supply gas 
50 per cent. inferior in quality to what they are now doing, and charge the 


f the commissioners, on the one hand, and 


shall be supplied during the current year of the average quality and price of 


| was agreed upon. Then, if the companies should succeed in carrying their | 
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illuminating power. The mean intensity of light given by the gas of the 
Imperial Company has been equal to that of 14°39 candles, or 2U per cent.|? 
| in excess of what the law requires; on one occasion it exceeded 15 candles, 
; and once only it fell below 13 candles. The pressure was generally good. 
The common gas of the Chartered Company gave a mean light equal to 124 
candles; three times it was in excess of 13 candles, The pressure was 
always very good. The cannel gas of the same company gave a mean light. 
of 5 per cent. in excess of the standard. The pressure of this gas was good,. 
although sometimes unsteady. In neither of the gases was sulphur found 
in excess, whilst, with regard to sulphuretted hydrogen and ammonia, no. 
trace of the former was ever detected, but always some traces of the latter. 
The above results are obtained from the gas manufactured by the Imperial 
Company, at their Fulham works, and from the Chartered Company's gas, 
manufactured at their works, Horseferry Road, Westminster. 
Dr. Wurrmore’s REPORT ON THE QUALITY OF THE WATER SUPPLIED 
IN St. MARYLEBONE, IN MARcH, 1867 :— 





l Nl 
| Total Solid Matter in de-|* Loss by Incineration of 











Mancn grees or grains per Solid Matter in pre- | Am- . 
e Imperial gallon. vious column. | monia. 
bis |March. 1866.|March, 1867. March, 1866./March, 1867. 
Distilled Water . . | 0° | 0° | ue | 0° i 
West Middlesex water 19°68 19°60 1°56 | 1°16 -e 
Grand Junction water 20°68 18°16 1°52 1°28 — 


* The loss by incineration represents the amount of organic and other volatile- 

matters contained in an Imperial gallon (70,000) grains of water. 
During the past month I have examined water obtained from some of the 
parish pumps, which have been closed since the outbreak of the cholera in 
; the summer of last year. In each case water has been pumped out for 12 
| hours previously to taking a sample for analysis. At present, my examina- 
| tion has extended to water taken from the pump in Oxford Street (near 

Bond Street), from the pump in Wyndham Place, from the pump in New 
Cavendish Street, and from the pump in Bryanston Square; and I propose 
continuing the examination until the Water in all the parish pumps has- 
been tested. The results so far are,I regret to say, unfavourable. In all 
the waters, the quantity of solid impurity is considerable, whilst the organic 
and other volatile impurities appear in no degree diminished since last 
summer. The water from the Bryanston Square pump appears to be un- 
usually impure. In each gallon of this water I found 90-08 grains of solid 
matter, of which 4°80 grains were dispelled by incineration. The quantity 
of ammonia in a gallon amounted to +323 grains. The water from these 
parish pumps may be made available for street watering, for the flushing of 
sewers in dry seasons, and for some other useful and sanitary purposes; 
but never, in my opinion, will it again become potable. i 

PRESENTATION OF A TESTIMONIAL To Mr. R. Doucias.—On Saturday, 
April 6, the employés at the Vauxhall station of the Phoenix Gas Company 
presented their late superintendent, Mr. R. Douglas, with a handsome silver 
tea-service and butter-cooler, which had been subscribed for by them, as a 
mark of their respect and esteem, on the occasion of Mr. Douglas leaving 
these works and accepting an engagement at Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Tue Iste or Tnanet Gas Company.—A meeting of jthe shareholders:| | 
of this company was held last week, when a dividend of 10 per cent. was-| | 
declared. Evan liughes, Esqg., was elected a director, to fill the vacancy | | 
occasioned by the. eath of the late Joseph Box, Esq. The direetors are’ ! 
about effecting extensive improvements in Margate, in order that the 
supply may keep pace with the increased requirements of the town. 

Tne FoLKestonz Gas Company.—The half-yearly ordinary meeting of 
the shareholders in the Folkestone Gas and Coke Company was held in the 
board-room of the new works, on Friday week, when the report of the- 
directors was received and adopted, and a dividend at the rate of 7 per cent.. 
declared for the past half year. } 

TuE WATER Surriy Question AT CANTERBURY.—The long-vexed ques- 
tion of water supply in the city of Canterbury has at last terminated, the 
directors of the local gas and water company having, at a meeting recently 
held to discuss the subject, determined on taking advantage of the in- 
creased powers conceded to the company by a recent Act of Parliament, and 
| on carrying out the work themselves. We learn from our correspondent 
that some members of the local board now regret having been parties to 
the offer of the gas and water company to sell the right of supplying the 
city with water, being rejected in so summary a manner; but nothing can 
now alter the existing state of matters, and we would suggest that, as the 
best mode of showing that their repentance is real, they should now 
exert themselves by helping others to carry out that which they declined 
to undertake. 

SALE OF THE DARtForRD WaTER-WorkKs TO THE Kent WATER Com- 
PrANy.—The Dartford Local Board have made an arrangement with the 
Kent Water Company for the sale of the main-pipes laid down by them for 
the supply of the town with water from works on which £6500 is stated to 
have been expended, but which have never been completed. The sum to 
be paid for the mains is £3000, with £250 towards the expenses of an Act 
authorizing the sale by the board. 

THE ConTINENTAL PLAN or DETERMINING A GAs ConcEssIon.—The 
municipal authorities of Pont Audemer, in Normandy, have followed the 
example of the authorities of Marseilles, in severing the trunk-main of the 
gas company, on the termination of the concession for lighting the town 
with gas. The company have under consideration a plan for supplyin 
their consumers with portable gas, manufactured at.their now unoccupie 
works from cannel coal or petroleum. 
On A New Serres or Hyprocarsons.—Schorlemmer has discovered 
among the products of the distillation of cannel coal, besides the homo- 
logues of marsh gas and benzole, other hydrocarbons attacked by concen- 
trated sulphurous acid. When the oil, after treatment with the acid, is 
distilled, the oils of the benzole and marsh gas series pass over first, and 
there remains a black tarry mass. If this mass be distilled, a thick brown | 
liquid with an offensive smell ‘passes over between 300° and 400°. By re- 
ated distillations with caustic, alkali, and with sodium, a series of car- 
urets may be obtained with the general formula (C, Hyn—2); of these 
the author describes C,. H,,, C,, H.,, Cy, Hy; These are all colourless, 
oily, highly refractive liquids, having a faint peculiar smell, resembling 
that of the carrot or parsnip root. These oils unite with bromine to form 
colourless heavy liquids, easily decomposed by heating. A molicule of oil 
takes up two atoms of bromine. Strong nitric acid dissolves the oils, form- 
ing nitro-compounds which, with tin and chlorhydric acid, give organic 
bases, With sulphuric acid and bichromate of potash the oils yield car- 
bonic, formic, acetic, and perhaps other acids. The author considers it 


























Tn no instance during the month has either of the three gases consumed in 
parish been found to fall below the parliamentary standard, in regard to 
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certain that the oils of this series are polymers of the acetylene series.— 
Annalen der Cliemie und Pharm. 
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CASTINGS.—Per Ton. 


Average Weight of Cast-iron sade tes per Yard. 


lg in. | 2 in. | 2}in. | 3in | 4in. | Sin. | 6in. | 7 
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Retail a 10 percent. Lendon. | Glasgow. Newcastle] 





14 and 2-inch Socket-pipes.. 
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ee ere 


| Ditto, 2nd ditto, cold ditto .......+. 
Tank-plates, § thick and above..... 









£. 6. d.|£. 4. 4.\& 

Pig Iron, No.1 (g.m.b.).-sseseses-} 3 15 0/2 13 0/2 
ooo} 7 10 016 0 O16 

Mseccsstacescsoel’ © ©1989 8 618 

4 and 56-inch ditto ......... eee} 6 10 0/)5 10 0/5 
upwards ditto........56 5 91/5 00/5 
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7 00/5 15 0/5 

6 10 0/5 10 oie 
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WROUGHT-IRON TUBING, 
Subject to 50 per cent. Discount. 
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Newcastle.—Unscreened:— 
East Castle, Haswells, Nettlesworth 


Primrose, and South Pelaw ..... 7s.6d.! 


Felling, North Pelton, Redheugh 
Main, Walker's Primrose, West 
Wear, and Whitwell Primrose... 7 


Burnhope, Craghead, Charlaw, Der- 
went, Edmondsley, Eighton Moor, 
Hartlepool Pelaw, Holmside, 

Gas. Pe- 
— Medomsley, Mickley, New 
Pelaw, Pelaw Main, Ravens- 
worth, South Moor Pelton, South 
Leverson, Townley Main, Tyne 
Main, West Pelaw, Wearmeuth 
Hutton,and Witton ....ssseseee- 8 

Peareth, Ravensworth Pelaw, Wal- 
dridge, West Garesficld, and West 
Pelton. cecesseceseers cccccccccese § 8 

Brancepeth, Dean's Primrose, New 
Pelton, Pelton, South Peareth, 
Stella, Urpeth, Washington Hut- 
ton, and West Leverson.......... 6 

Ramsay's Newcastle Cannel... 


Wigan Cannel (at Liverpool).....,+. 17 











Scotch Cannel :— 
Boghead (at Leith).... ce.ccsccsces 55 
Kirkness, best (at Burntisiand). cooce 28 
Capeldrae, Ist quality (at _— cooe 98 


Ditto, 2nd ditto (at ae coves 38 
Cowdenbeath .....+-+00+ ee 32 
Lesmahago (at Giasgow) . enssceupees OO 
Ditto (at Granton)..-cesscceceseses 30 
APNISTON.... cocccccseccsecccccsese . 2 
WEMY8S .ccccccccccccccccccccccs +» 20 
Haywood, Wilsontown (at Granton). 23 
- 

23 

23 








Advertisements. 


lAmount Div. Amount! Div. | é A | Div, | 
Nauz paid per Price paid | per Price | No. |e Nanz Pan oa \ 
cr up Cent. | r up Cent. per of 1223 oF Cent. j 
ComPpanr. r per | Share. rr | per Share. [Shares] 2 = Company. per 
Share. Annum! Share. | Annum. issued.| 4 3, Siete. Annum.| 
£ sdik£ sdl fs \g sdi£ sd£ sda | s £ sdf sais sa 
Anglo-Romano, ./10 00/9 0 0/ 11tol 50 00/10 0 0) 66 to68 | 12000) 5 |Malta& Medit.(L.)| 5 0 0} 3 00) 3) tea 
20 |Bahia(Limited). .|20 00] 4 0 0) 16 10 Do., new shares.|25 0 0/10 0 0) 33 to34 6000} 5| Do., preference .} 4 00/7 00) 4 00 
Do., preference ./20 0 0/10 0 0! 27 10 European ( (Lim.) .|10 0 0/10 0 0| 13 to 13$f 30000! 5 {Oriental, Caleutta| 5 9 0) 8 10 O| 5} to 5p 
Do., do.,redeem./10 0 0/10 0 0) 12 100 Do.,new shures.| 5 0 0/10 0 0) 6} to64 [| 30000 5] Do.,newshares.| 1 0 J 8100) 1tol 
Bombay (Limited).} 5 0 0/£5intr.| 4) to 4} Boulogne, Amiens,| 10000} 5 |Ottoman (Limived)} . 0 0! | 14to 2 
Do., third issue .} 4 0 0/£5intr. 34 to 34 Caen,| 10000; 10 |Para (Limited) . 110 00| 6 00) 9 tod 
‘British, Limited |]20 0 0/10 0 0/274 to 283 Havre,& Nantes.) 7000| 20 | Phenix .... ‘lap 00,10 0 6)25to2 
(Norwich, me . 20000} 10 |Gt.Cent.Gaz Cons.'10 0 6/10 0 0} 12}to13 36001100 Be, new . 25 00) 7 10 0} 24025 
Tunstall &' 8h eiton 5000] 10 |Hong Kong (Lim.)|10 0 0 8 tol0 144000! Sk, » . « (100005 0 0) 73 
Potteries}, T 26000} 50 |Imperial, old sh.|50 0 0/10 0 0} 641065 | 5000) 20 Ratelif’ * Ter 20 OOO 0 0) 22 to2t 
ridgecmttoly wcll.) a Ray’ 10 0 0/175 to 180) 20 |Rio de Janeiro (L). 20 0 0/10 00; 2 
.|25 0 6959; 5 |Singapore(Lim.) .| 5 0 0) 3 10 0 
Chartered... .j5% © 0] 8 10 0) 51 to52 0 |\Impl. Continental43 15 0:16 0 0) 94 to 95 2000! 5 Do., preferenc> . 5 0067100 
Do... .. . .{385 00) 8 10 0| 35 to36 (Amsterdam, Berlin; Shanghai. . . | 
0 | City of London, Hanover,| 4800) 50 | Sth. Wrtvapeittes 50 00/80 00) 70to72 
Ashares!20 00/8 00) 23 » " 5 Rotterdam,| 15000) 10 |Surrey Consumers|10 0 0} 9 © 0} 13 to 134) 
Do., Bshares!i0 00/4 00 Aix - la - Chapelle, 10000} 10} Do.,new... .|5 0019 00 7 to7y | 
Do.,new shares.|10 0 0| 8 0 0/11 to 123 pee Ng 9000, 4 |United General: || 4 00 
City of Moscow(L) 25 0 O|£7intr.| 14 1016 Frankfort-on - M.,; (Limerick) 
Commercial , 25 0010 0 0} 32 to34 Haarlem, Stolberg,| 1000€; 10 Victoria Docks. .|5 00};6 00 
Continental Union.|20 0 0 8 00) 14told Toulouse, & Vienna) 3006/.10 | Wandsworth ¢§ 
Do. -/15 00} 8 00} 9tol0 Impl. Mexican (L.)|75 0 0 | ee 10 0 0] 7 10 0} 13} t014) 
Do., preference ./20 00/7 00 140 00/10 0 0) 53t056 | 20000; 10 |Western (L.}Ash./10 00/10 0 0/135 t0l4| 
County & Gen.{L)i 5 00) nil. .110 00) 5 00} 7to9 | 10000 10] Do., Bshares.| 5 0010 00) 6ito 
Do., preference .| 5 0 0] nil. +|12 10 0 7 10 0) 13 to14 | 10000, 10 Do., Cshares.| 4 0 0/10 6 0) 54 to: 
a Foubroke, «» -/50 0 0/10 0 0} 60 to6: | 20000 10 | Do.,_ Deshares.| 1 0 0,10 @ 0) 14 to2 
Northfieet, wal: .|25 00) 6 00} 25to27] 8000) 5|West Ham... .|5 00/7109 
.|50 0016 00 6000' 5 | Do.,newshares.| 3 @ 0| 7 10 0 
petal "Pal. Dist. 10 0 0/fo 0 0) 13 tol4 {50 00|'6 00 551) 10 | WestLondon Junc- 4 
4 preference .|10 06) 6 0 0:12} to13 » ist pref. sk| 6 00, | tion (Lim.). .{10 00) 6 0 0} 
Bo. ..... | 2100}7 00; 24to3 Do. ” ond pref. sk! 5 00) 520,10} Do., preference ./10 00) 6 00 
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GAS COALS.—Per Zon. 


FREIGHTS. 
Coastwise—Newcastle.—Per Ton:— 
Saat and Rochester 5 
Dover, Folkestne, & Ramsgate ....... 6 
bliin 0. cccccece Or ccercece 9s. 6d. to 10 
eis. eercccscrecsecsecess 9 
Ipswich ...... .* 
London (from Leith) ° 
London (Pool) ...+.-.0+0+ 
Lowestoft and Yarmouth ... 
Portsmouth & Southampton 
Plymouth... .ccccc-coccess 























Shoreham . “Reena 6 
Whitstable. . -58.6d.to 6 
Weymouth = 


—* —Per Keel: _ 
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| Stettin.. 
Trieste .. 
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SUNDRIES. 

Rest Nstle.Fire-bks.,p. 1000, £2.10s.to £2 I 
Cliff’s Fire-bks. (at ortley), p. 1000. 
Ingham’s ditto (at Wortley), p. 1000.. 
Fire-clay Retorts, p. ft. run, 5s. wee to 
Tough Cake Copper, > sa seseeee 
— Pig Lead, p 

Welsh Bar Iron fin Piaeieakes P. t 
Foreign Spelter,p.ton ... 
English Block Tin, p. ta: 
Banca, p. ton....+++ 
Tarred Rope Yarn, p. 




























WILLIAM & BENJAMIN COWAN, 


(ESTABLISHED 1827,) 


WET AND DRY 


GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 


BUCCLEUCH STREET WORKS, EDINBURGH. 
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Works. 


'|Tank at Devonport; a 90-foot at Torquay, &c. &c. 
He also begs particular attention to his Improve 


JOHN VICKARY, 


GAS ENGINEER AND CONTRACTOR, IRON AND BRASS FOUNDER, 
WORKS—EXE ISLAND, EXETER, 


Tenders his best thanks to the various Gas Companies in England, Ireland, and Wales, for the very liberal and 
kind support he has received for the last 22 years, during which period he has erected and extended above 200 Gas- 


| In addition to the numerous towns wherein he has been engaged, he begs reference to the following testimonial :— 


Plymouth and Stonehouse Gaslight and Coke Company. 
Sir,—I have much pleasure in testifying that the 100-foot Telescope Gasholder and Cast-Iron Tank, erected by you for this Company in 1862, 
| has given the highest satisfaction, and never required the slightest attention or adjustment since its completion. 


| He has also erected a 100-foot Gasholder and Cast-Iron Tank at Exeter; an 80-foot Telescope Gasholder and Iron 
| 


RETORTS, DIP & ASCENSION PIPES, HYDRAULIC MAIN, CONDENSERS, PURIFIERS, 
STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, VALVES, and GASHOLDERS, 


Of any size, and every description of article required in Gas-Works. 
Mains, Tees, Connexions, and Syphons, from 2 to 12 in., always in stock, and supplied at Scotch prices. 
Clay Retorts and Fire-Goods of every description. 
Gas-Fittings of the most modern designs. 
Iron Pipe and Fittings, Service Cocks, &c. 
Plans, Specifications, and Estimate for the erection of New Gas-Works of any size furnished. 


At either of those works satisfactory references can be made. 
d Gas-Meters, either Wet, Dry, or Compensating, 
the materials and workmanship of which guaranteed of the very best description, and which has gained for his Meters so 
excellent a reputation for these last 20 years. 


(Signed) Perer Apams, Chairman. 











of any magnitude. 


Cc. & W. WALKER, 


Manufacture and Erect GASHOLDERS, TANKS, BOILERS, CONDENSERS, SCRUBBERS, and IRON ROOFS 
They also invite special attention to their 


GAS-VALVES OF EVERY KIND 
IMPROVED ECONOMICAL SYSTEM OF PURIFIERS, with DRY CENTRE-VALVES 
AND SIMPLE CONNEXIONS; 
WOOD PURIFIER GRIDS. 


MIDLAND IRON-WORKS, DONNINGTON, NEWPORT, SHROPSHIRE. 





& DESCRIPTION ; 





TO GAS-WORK MANAGERS. 


| 

WANtreD, two reliable Working 
MANAGERS » emall works, where the 

whole of the duties wil: wave to be performed by the 

person appointed, exe: ting only for three or four of 

| the winter months, during which a night man will be 

jallowed. Wages 20s. to 22s. per week, with house, 

| coal, and light free. Applicants must have had the 

entire management of small works, and be well recom- 

mended by previous employers. 

| The undersigned will only answer those applicants 

who are likely to suit. 

Gro. Bower, St. Neots, Hunts. 











TO GAS ENGINEERS & MANAGERS. 


| NK7ANTED, to place a Youth, having 
some business experience, as INDOOR PUPIL 

for 3 or 4 years, where he will have good opportunities 

of learning the practical and theoretical part of the 

| business. 

| Address A. Perry, Stationer, Dartford, Kenr. 


= : Rm 
WANTED, in a Gas-Work, producing 
| about 60 million feet annually, a steady Man 
||a8 FOREMAN, who has a practical knowledge of the 
|| Usual routine of a Gas- Work, also of gas-fittings. 
|| Apply by letter, stating wages required, with refer- 
— to M., 271, Oxford Street, Lonpon. 








Hl TO FOREMEN OF GAS-WORKS. 
ANTED, a Man in the above 
| capacity for the Ryde Gas-Works, where the 
|Make is about 25 millions per annum. House, coal, 
|and gas will be provided free. 

Apply, stating age, experience, wages required, 
references, and full particulars, to Mr. Geo. GARNETT, 
GE., Ryde, IsLe or WicHr. 





TO GAS COMPANIES, METER MAKERS, &c. 


| WANTE D, by a young Man, 
| EMPLOYMENT. Thoroughly understands 
848 manufacturing, meter making, measuring, &c. In 
town or country. 
Address A. L. C.,1, Seymour Place, IstincTon. 


THE Directors of the Bingley Gas 

Company are in want of an experienced Person 
4s Manager and Secretary for their works, 

Applications, stating salary required, to be addressed 

¢ CuareMAN of the Directors, Gas-Office, BINGLEY, 

ie sent in not later than Thursday, the 25th 


——— 
Wes 














REAT CENTRAL GAS _ CON- 
SUMERS COMPANY. 

NOTICE is hereby given that the THIRTY- 
SECOND HALF-YEARLY ORDINARY MEETING 
of the SIIAREHOLDERS of the above Company, will 
be held at the London Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, on 
FRIDAY, the 26th of April, 1867, at Six o’clock in 
the evening precisely, to receive the Directors Report, 
to declare a Dividend for the half year ending the 31st 
of December, 1866, and to elect two Directors in place 
of those retiring by rotation, who, being eligible for re- 
election, offer themselves accordingly. 

The Books of the Company will be closed for the 
Transfer of Shares from the 15th of April to the 27th. 

R. M. Massey, Secretary. 

28, Coleman Street, London, Apnil 6, 1867. 

AHIA GAS COMPANY, 
LIMITED. 

NOTICE is hereby given that the ORDINARY 
HALE-YEAKLY MEETING of this Company will be 
held at the Offices of the Company, 3, Cloak Lane, 
Cannon Street, E.C., on TUESDAY, the 30th day of 
April, 1867, to receive the Report of the Directors, 
the Balance-Sheet approved by the Auditors, and for 
general purposes, 

The Cuair will be taken at Three o’clock precisely. 

By order of the Board, 


ARTHUR CLARKE, Secretary, 

April 2, 1867. 

SURREY CONSUMERS GAS 
COMPANY. 

At_a SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING of the 
SHAREHOLDERS of this Company, held at the 
Bridge House Hotel, on the 11th instant, 

Tuomas Pocock, Esq., in the Chair, 
It was moved by C. Nicholson, Esq., seconded by 
Thomas Brushfield, Esq., and resolved unanimously— 

** That the Bill introduced into the present Parlia- 
ment, called the Metropolis Gas Amendment Act, is a 
flagrant violation of public faith, as regards Gas Pro- 
prietors, and so threatens the interests of other Joint- 
Stock Companies that it ought by every effort to be 
resisted.”’ ; 

It was moved by Henry Blake, Esq., seconded by 
William J. Wood, Esq., and resolved unanimously— 

“‘ That this Meeting pledges itself to use every means 
in its power to defeat the said Bill, and agrees to send 
Petitions to both Houses of Parliament praying for its 
rejection.” W. P. Boppy, Secretary. 

London, April 12, 1867. 








ITY OF MOSCOW GAS COMPANY, 
LIMITED. 
NOTICE is hereby given that the BOOKS for the 
TRANSFER of SHARES in this Company will be 
CLOSED from TUESDAY, the 16th, to SATURDAY, 
the 27th instant, both days inclusive. 
By order of the Board, 

H.C. Wiss, Secretary. 

26, Great St. Helen’s, April 10, 1867. 








LISBURN GAS-WORKS. 


ANTED, on the Ist of July next, a 
MANAGER for the above work. He will be 
required, besides taking the general management of 
the works under the Chairman and Directors, to keep 
the accounts and take the indication of the meters, but 
not to collect the gas-rents. He must be competent 
to superintend alterations and additions to the works 
when needed. 
Security to the amount of £200 will be required for 
the due discharge of the duties of the situation. 
Salary £100 a year, with a residence, office houses, 
and gardens, 
Applications, with testimonials as to character, 
ability, and experience, to be forwarded to “ The 
Chairman of the Lisburn Gaslight Company, Limited,” 
before the lst of May next. 
Lisburn, Co. Antrim, Ireland, 
March 1, 1867. 


TOWN COMMISSIONERS OFFICE, BANDON. 


(HE Town Commissioners of Bandon 

will at their Meeting, to be held on Monday, the 
6th of May next, proceed to appoint a MANAGER of the 
Gas-Works. ‘The person elected must be competent to 
manufacture gas, put up gas-fittings, lay mains, take 
meters, set retorts, and perform all other duties apper- 
taining to the office. 








Applications, panied by testi ials, will be 
received by me on or before the above day. 
By order, 


8. R. Trestman, 
Clerk to Commissioners. 
Bandon, April 4, 1867. 








GASHOLDERS FOR SALE. 


NE, 40 ft. diameter and-16 ft. deep; 
Four, 40 ft. diameter and 13 ft. deep; One, 28 ft. 
diameter and 8 ft. deep. All quite new. 


For particulars apply to Tuos. Piocorr & Sox, 





Swallow Foundry, Spring Hill, Biamincnam. 
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TO GASHOLDER MAKERS, 


[HE Directors of the Whitworth Vale 

Gas Company are prepared to receive TENDERS 
for the supply and erection of a GASHOLDER, 100 ft. 
diameter and 22 ft. deep. 

Plans and specifications may be seen at the Gas 
Company’s Offices, Bridge Mills, near Rochdale. 

Tenders for the work must be delivered on or before 
the 29th of April next. 

By order of the Board, 
April 5, 1867. Cuartes Lorp, Manager. 





GAS TAR.—AMMONIACAL LIQUOR. 


HE Directors of the Borough of 

Ty th Gas Company are prepared to receive 

TENDERS for the purchase of the whole of the TAR 

produced on their works at the Low Lights, North 
Shields, for one or more years. 

The Directors are also prepared toreceive TENDERS 
for the whole of the AMMONIACAL LIQUOR pro- 
duced on the works for one or more years, the Pur- 
chaser removing the same from the works at his own 
cost. 

Tenders will be received for the above, together or 
separately, up to the 16th of May next. 

The Company will not be bound to accept the lowest 
or any tender. . 

North Shields, April 4, 1867. 


=. 








TO COAL MERCHANTS & SHIPOWNERS. 


[HE Torquay Gas Company are 
desirous of receiving, on or before the 26th day 
of April instant, TENDERS for the supply of about 
4000 tons of Waldridge, Pelton, North Pelton, New 
Pelton, Pelaw Main, or Peareth COAL. About 600 
tons per month to be delivered during June, July, 
August, and September, and the remainder at the rate 
of about 400 tons a month during the four succeeding 
months. 

The Company to have the option from time to time 
of taking either of the Coals above specified, and also 














WOLVERHAMPTON RETORT WORKS. 
ESTABLISHED 1840. 


JOHN EUNSON AND SON, | 


GAS ENGINEERS, AND MANUFACTURERS OF CLAY RETORTS, 
AND FIRE GOODS IN GENERAL, | 


WOLVERHAMPTON. 
Retort Mouthpieces, Bolts, Nuts, and every description a7 Wrought-Iron Work, 


DR. NORMANDY’S 
PATENT PIPE-JOINTS, 


(A ————_—__ 


: yt 
ze een 4 
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| 
| 






SOLE MANUFACTURERS— 


A, NORMANDY and CO., Engineers and Ironfounders, 


HOLLY BUSH PLACE, BETHNAL GREEN ROAD, LONDON, NE 
Also Sole Manufacturers of the Patent Marine Aérated Fresh-Water Apparatus, Steam Pump 























application to— 


ALEX. Mc 








Me DOUGALL’S 


HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON. (ff & 


renewing. It readily takes up sulphur, revivifies rapidly, and lasts longer than any other Oxide in the market. Prices ® 


} 
| 
LONDON—l1, Arthur Street West, London Bridge, E.C.; MANCHESTER—Riga Street, Shudebill. | 





of tie same being delivered at Torquay, Paignton, or : 
Dartmouth. Steam Winches, &c. : . | C 
Payments by cash for freight on delivery, and by These Joints have been in use nearly three years on gas-mains, and are still perfectly sound. They 
two months bill for the Coal. have also been proved quite sound under a pressure of 680 feet head of water. | 
P | agg to — ey price of hee Gate = the The advantages which these Joints offer are economy, perfect soundness and durability, eae 
cos gt ort «Bye Be mm untied rapidity of application, use of perfectly plain pipes, so that a tight Joint may be made with) 
By wae, cut pipes, even though the ends do not come close together. Any ordinary labourer is capable of 
J. Kitson, Secretary. securely fixing them. i : ; : : 
Torquay, April 8, 1867. These Joints are particularly applicable to gas, water, and suction pipes, and remain permanently _ 
sound ; they are cheaper than the socket-joint, as they save the lead, the gasket, the iron forming the | 
GAS OF HIGH ILLUMINATING POWER. socket (which in a 3-inch main amounts + hod as and “4 fire oa melting = lead. There is aw 
ini considerable saving of time, more than four Joints being made in the time required for making only om! 
WP RE Trinid at Powelen rj Company, of the others, and by unscrewing the bolts, a pipe can be removed and replaced with the greatest facility 
PITCH for gas purposes of 11b. each free of charge, By means of these Joints, which are made of all sizes, pipes made of either wrought or cast ira, 
or samples of 1 ton or upwards at 45s. per ton, deli- | copper, lead, tin, earthenware, glass, bitumen, gutta-percha, suction-hose, &c., may be rapidly aul 
vered on to the’railway at Silvertown, on application soundly united, and taken apart with facility. 
being made to their Szcrerany, at the Offices of the , 
Company, 110, Cannon Srreet, E.C. . 
TENDERS FOR CANNEL. SAMUEL CUTLER & SON, = 
HE Bolton Gas Company is requirin . ‘: 
T TENDERS for cane roe he 9th a May. s CONTRACTING GAS ENGINEERS, &c., 
Engen GaseWorke Bowron, Lanmsox Vaevens, |W ANUFACTURERS OF GASHOLDERS, TANKS, PURIFIER, 
TO METER MAKERS. AND ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF GAS-HAKING AI PARATUS. | 
PARTIES disposed to supply the Iron Roofs, and General Iron Work. Mains Supplied and Laid. Mar 
York United Gas Company with METERS, may | § ©, & Son supply every requirement for a Gas-Work, and keep in stock Retort Lids, Coster 
Ofee, York, before Wednesday, the 24th inst Barrows, Scoops, Bolts and Nuts, &e. &c. a Old 
The quantity used is about 500 yearly. 
aprts,1s67, 22 °S"Zasopocx, crrk, | PROVIDENCE IRON-WORKS, MILLWALL, LONDON, — 
& J PEARSON tf 
E. J e ° % i: 2 
> | 
wT 
DELPH & TINTAM ABBEY FIRE-CLAY & BRICK-WORKS, 
| 
STOURBRIDGE ia 
+] | i] 
PROPRIETORS OF | 1- 
BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY; | | Basu 
MANUFACTURERS OF | ‘of a 
| i| 
GLASS-HOUSE POTS, CRUCIBLES, GAS-RETORTS, & FIRE-BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. | ‘ful 
| Sper 
He 
ECONOMY IN GAS PURIFICATION. = 
| 








||Thave f 
. . : : . “1: . . H j/find j 
This Oxide is now well known, and has commended itself for efficiency and durability. It is free from any mixture of sawdust, | paying i 
° . : : . . . : Tes || a 
or other material, every particle being available for use, thus causing the Purifiers to work double the time before it requ —_ 
i Mes 


DOUGALL, Manufacturing Chemist, = 
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FRASER’S PATENT RETORTS. 


THE RIBBED IRON RETORTS 


Have now been in use about three years, and continue 
to give satisfaction, The 


PATENT CLAY RETORTS 


Will work off the Gas from the Coal in less time, and 
Carbon does not form in them so freely, nor adhere so 
firmly, as to Plain Retorts. 


Further particulars and prices on application to 
Mr. A. C. FRASER, Engineer to the Gas Company, 
COLCHESTER. 


JAMES MILNE & SON, 

GAS ENGINEERS, 
Gas-Meter, Gas Apparatus, and Gasfittings Manufacturers, 

EDINBURGH, ayn 


KING EDWARD STREET, 
} NEWGATE STREET, LONDON. 














>» 








Station-Meters, Governors, Consumers Meters, Gas Lustres, Chandeliers, Brackets, &c., and every 
description of Gasfittings and Gas Apparatus. 





MAR TIN’S 
LEE MOOR PORCELAIN FIRE-BRICKS, 


Containing no Lime, and only *45 of Oxides, resist the strongest heats, and will last for Gas-Works 
longer than any others. 


Samples and prices sent, and the highest references given, on application to 


MARTIN BROTHERS, 
ST. AUSTELL, CORNWALL. 


WALTER FORD, 


159, GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON. 


MANUFACTURER OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, 
GOVERNORS, &c. &c. 
Sole Manufacturer of PADDON’S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, for insuring 


any required consumption. These Regulators are in general and increasing use, and references can be given to 
Gas‘Compani+s ‘who use them for every Lamp. 











JOSEPH BOULTON, 
80, KING’S CROSS ROAD, xp 
10i, GREAT PERCY STREET, CLERKENWELL. 


Manufacturer of the Patent Dry and Improved Unvarying Water-Line Gas-Meters and Station-Meters, 
Governors, Experimental Meters, and Pressure Gauges, on the most improved principle. 


Old Meters thoroughly repaired, and altered to meet the requirements of the Act of Parliament. 
ALL METERS WARRANTED. 
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ENDERS are Wanted by the 
Directors of the Aldershot Gas and Water Com- 

y, for the PURCHASE of the almost new manu- 
facturing plant of a small Gas-Work, capable of 
making 3,000,000 feet annually. 
A preference will be given to any one taking the 
whole, which can be seen by applying at the Office, 
Bank Street, ALDERSHOT. 


OR SALE, a set of 4 Cast-Iron 
Dry-Lime PURIFIERS, 10 ft. square and 3 ft. 6 in. 

deep inside, together with hydraulic centre-valve for 
10-in, connexions, and 2 sets of cast-iron girders, 
46 ft. 3in. long, with lifting crabs. 
Also a 30,000 feet per hour BEALE’S EXHAUSTER, 
with 8-in. Walkers’ valves. 
A 12-in. PARKINSON’S STATION-GOVERNOR. 
Allin excellent order, and sold in consequence of 
larger being substituted. 
Application to be made to the MANAGER of the 
Leicester Gas-Works. 











BODMIN GAS CONSUMERS COMPANY, 


LIMITED. 
GASHOLDER. 


TENDERS are requested for en. 
larging one of the GASHOLDERS at the works 
of the Bodmin Gas Company. 
Full particulars may be obtained, and a specification 
of the work required may be seen, on application to 
Mr. JAmMes Tnomas, the Manager at the Works, or to 
the undersigned, to whom sealed tenders, stating the 
lowest price for which the work will be done, must be 
sent before the lst of May next. 
By order of the Directors, 
Preston WALLIS, Secretary. 
N.B.—The Directors do not bind themselves to ac- 
cept the lowest or any tender. 
Dated Bodmin, March 22, 1867. 


OR SALE.—A Condenser, consisting 

of 24 12-in. pipes, 20 ft. high, with bridge pipes, 

7 boxes at bottom, with syphons, cleaning-doors, and 

4 12-in. valves. The whole complete and in perfect 

order (castings by Cochrane, Grove, and Co.). 

May be seen, and particulars obtained, by applying 

at the Gas Company’s Offices, 26, Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton. By order, 

Joun ANNAN, Manager. 








BALANCE-SHEETS AND REVENUE ACCOUNTS, 


FIRM of Accountants, much 


engaged in the preparation of Gas Companies 
Accounts, are open to contract for the keeping, 
balancing, or auditing the books of other Companies, 
which, from their experience, they are enabled to do}{ 
on moderate terms. 
Address, SANDELL & MADDERS, Accountants, 4, || 
Skinner’s Place, Size Lane, Lonpon, E.C. | 
| 








(jA8T- IRON Retorts, Socket Pipes, 


with Syphons and all requisite Connexions, Lamp 
Columns, W: ought Iron Tubing, Valves,Street Lamps, 
Sight Holes, Furnace Doors, Ash Pans, Charging ana 
Coke Shovels, Iron Pails and Coke Barrows, Cross || 
Bars, Fire Pots, Pumps, Iron Borings. 
PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, and SCRUBBERS 
erected complete, or the materialssupplied; with every | | 
description of goods in use by Gas-Works, in stock, on | | 
wholesale prices, at 

Mr. LYNCH WHITE’S, | 
Old Barge Iron Wharf, Upper Ground Street, | 
LONDON. 





PATENT ECONOMIZERS, 


ADAMAS-POINTED, 


ery Ty 
i 





Union Economizer, 
1-10th real size of Flame. 








Bat’s-wing Economizer, 
1-10th real size of Flame. 
||Ensure a large, well-shaped, steady flame. . The aperture never wears out, thus attaining uniformity of 
consumption, great brilliancy of light, freedom from roaring, flickering, or waste of Gas, and no smell 

ofsulphur. One gives more light than a triple-branch ordinary burner. 


| At the Expense of not quite One Penny for full five hours, a most cheer- 
| ful light is obtained, surpassing the illuminating power of Twelve best 
Sperm Wax Lights. 


| ° : .. * : . . 
eat The combustion is perfect; there is no escape of carbonic acid, carbon (or Soot), to discolour the 
\/$eiling, or injure the furniture. ‘ 
les All sizes kept in stock, suitable_for cannel, mixed, and common gas, plug or taper screwed, to take 
|| he place of any old burner. 

TESTIMONIAL, 

Gas- Works, Portsea, Ji 

| Dear Sirs,—I cordially respond to your invitation to give my opinion of your “'Economtzen.” Den 
not less than 8000 in use, all of No.8 size, bat’s-wing and fish-tails; and in no single instance have they failed to 
Sive a brilliant light, well-formed, and unaltered from day to day, with a mini ion of gas. Every 
| ga8 engineer, who has had to struggle with the complaints of his customers, knowing them to arise solely from 
|Imperfect combustion of the gas for light-giving purposes, should introduce these burners, and he will find what 
||Thave found, universal satisfaction, in place of a great deal of discontent. On the other hand, the consumer will 
|| find it to his advantage to ConsuME his gas through this burner, as he will really get the value of what he is 
paying for. 1 can affirm with perfect confidence that this Company’s consumers who now use this burner would 
hot part with it if it cost six times as much.—I am, dear sirs, yours Very truly, 


, 

J. Douetas, Superintendent and S 
|| Messrs. Lambert Brothers, Walsall. - 
‘ 





Portsea Island Gaslight Company. 





\LAMBERT BROTHERS, Tube Mills, Gas-Fitting Manufactory, 
WALSALL. 


UCHINHEATH, Lesmahago, Gas)! 
COAL, known in the market for the last fifty 
years as a first-class gas coal, 


| 
JAMES FERGUSON and CO., 
Sole Lessees of the Auchinheath Coal-Field, are pree 
pared to ship the above at Glasgow, Greenock, and || 
Ardrossan, on the west coast of Scotland; and at 
Granton or Leith, in the Firth of Forth, on the east | 
coast. Also to forward them to any railway-station in } | 
Scotland or England. 
Price and other particulars may be learned by 
a ldressing 
JAMES FERGUSON and CO., 
Gas Coat WorkKs, 
LESMAHAGO. 


THOMAS LAMBERT & SON, 


SHORT STREET, LAMBETH, LONDON. 





CARTER’S SAFETY GAS-VALVES, 
Made to suit every Description of Fittinys, 
Section of Valve open, 








Manufacturers of 


WROUGHT-IRON PIPES AND FITTINGS 
SLUICE-VALVES anp STOP-COCKS, 


STOCKS, TAPS, & DIES, 
CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, &c. 








Agents supplied with Show-Cards and Tables of Consumption, 





PATNET MERCURIAL GAS-REGULATORS. 














Sa ee 


erase 


2 


5. 


| 
| 
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THE 


GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, 


A. ANGUS CROLL, C.E., Chairman. 
GEORGE RAIT, Manacine Director. T. G. BARLOW, C.E., Consuttinc ENGINEER. I 


CROLL’S DRY GAS-METER, | 


(Invented and Patented in 1844, since which time 200,000 of these Meters have been 
manufactured by Mr. CROLL,) ! 
Obtained PRIZE MEDALS at the EXHIBITIONS of London, 1851, of New York, 1853, and Paris, 1855. 


IMPROVED in 1858, | 
And was awarded at the INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION of 1862, the PRIZE MEDAL for 


“GOOD CONSTRUCTION and SOUND WORKMANSHIP,” 


Now manufactured by the GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON; and, for the) 
purpose of obtaining greater accuracy in all its parts, the most perfect machinery has been adopted, ‘‘ By which the construction 
of the Meter is much simplified, while its liability to get out of order is diminished.” (See report of T. G. Bartow, Esgq., CE) 


LLOYD AND LLOYD, 
ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, 
PLAIN, GALVANIZED, & ENAMELLED, for Gas, Steam, and Water, from 3 in. to 6 in. bore. 


STOCKS, TAPS, and DIES, GUN METAL GLAND-COCKS, WATER-GAUGES, & 
PATENT LAP-WELDED IRON TUBES 


For Locomotive and Marine Boilers, &c, 


LONDON WAREHOUSE—-N? 66, QUEEN STREET, E.C. 


PATENT ANTIMONY PAINT. 


MADE ONLY BY 


GEORGE HALLETT & CO., 


296, ROTHERHITHE, LONDON, S.E. 




















le 














} 
This Paint having been in general use over four years (especially in some of the principal Gas- Works), and proved itself the best light-coloured Paiat|| 
produced for resisting the influence of vitiated atmospheres, it is important that its qualities should be more widely known. 
It is not discoloured like white lead in a sulphuretted atmosphere, nor washed off like white zinc; and its light colour reflecting heat, produces much | 
less expansion of gas in holders painted with it than with dark colours, besides rendering them much more sightly. Its specific gravity is so much below) 
white lead that the same weight will cover one-third more surface, while it is equal in body; and its price being about the same (28s. per cwt.), it is actually 
one-third cheaper. From experience, its manufacture is greatly improved, and it is quite suitable for all purposes in which white lead is employed. | 
Reference is kindly permitted by the. Engineers of the City of London, Commercial, London, and Surrey Consumers Gas Companies, who pronounceit 
the best Paint known for their purposes, 





N.B.—Antimony Paint, COVERING SO MUCH MORE WORK, costs under 20s. per ewt., as compared } 
with White Lead at 28s. per cwt. 


| ORLANDO BROTHERS’ 
SELF-ACTING DISTRICT GOVERNOR. 


Prices, according to size, can be obtained upon application to 


Mr. WILLIAM ARCHER, 


METER COMPANY'S WORKS, OLDHAM. | 


———— ae 








KROMSCHROEDER AND (0C0,, 


GAS ENGINEERS, 


PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF | 


WET AND DRY GAS-METERS: 


IMPERIAL METER-WORKS, | 
KING’S ROAD, CAMDEN TOWN; | 
LONDON, N.W. 
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KizE woop CANNEL COAL. 


js Coal is largel, used in the Gas-Works at 
ly Paisley, Port Biasgow, Edinburgh, Leith, 
and many other towns throughout Scotland. It yields 

10,648 cubic feet per ton; illuminating power, 27°55 
‘| standard candles; coke per ton, 9 cwt. 83 lbs. Railway 
|! communication from the pits (at Coatbridge) to all parts 
slof the country; ports of shipment in Firths of Forth 


or Clyde. 
Fou quotations, St apply to Mr. JoHN MACDONALD, 


68, St. Vincent Street, GLASGOW. 











FIRE-CLAY GAS-RETORTS, &c., CANNEL 
AND STEAM COALS. 


IAM FRASER, Inverkeithing 
(owner of the Works at which Fire-clay Retorts 
|| were first made), having greatly enlarged his works, can 
\\gupply retorts and other fire-clay goods to any extent. 
\\ References can be given to managers of above a 

hundred Gas-Works whom he supplies. 

!) Wretiam Fraser ships COWDENBEATH PAR- 
|'ROT COALS at Charlestown and Burntisland at lls. 
| per ton; and HALBEATH STEAM COALS, on Navy 
| List, at 8s. 6d. per ton. 
1} 
{ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





JAMES OAKES and CO., 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 


AND 

WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, 
Beg to inform Gas and Water Companiesand the public, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINCS 
in general use in Gas and Water-Works, including 
Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes, Fends, 
Branches, and Syphons of all sizes, Lamp Columns, 
&c., &e. 

N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Celumns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 
ate attention. 

CHARLES Hors ey, Agent. 


XIDE OF IBROYNM, 
We are prepared to supply, on moderate terms, 
HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON (BOG OCHRE, 
Same quality as supplied by us to several of the most 


extensive Gas Companies, and which has given entire 
satisfaction. 


FRANCIS RITCHIE & SONS, 
BELFAST. 











INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
1862, CLASS X. 


PRIZE MEDAL 
For excellence of Fire-Clay Gas Retorts, and 
“ HONOURABLE MENTION ™ for 
geod quality of Fire-Bricks. 
ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, 
THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


THOMAS CARR & SON, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES. RETORTS, 
ScoTSWoOD FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 


BLAYDON-ON-TYNE. 


ARRIS and PEARSON 
PROPRIETORS OF . 
BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY 
MANUFACTURERS OP 
PIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &C, 
AMBLECOTE Fizz CLay AND Brick Works, 
STOURBRIDGE. 
Late in the occupation of I. and W. King. 
Originally J. Pideock, Esq. 

NB A quantity of best Clay Retorts in stock, viz.— 
Circulars, 14 inches, 15 inches. 16 inches, 


D's, 1612, 15x14, 2016, 1618. 


ANCOCK’S INDIA-RUBBER 
GAS-TUBING. 
All sizes, from } in. to 4 in. diameter and upwards. 











Also, 

HORSE SINGEING APPARATUS, best make, with 
Gas-Burners, Coss, and INDIA-RUBBER TUBING, 
all complete. 

INDIA-RUBBER BAGS for Gas-Matns. 

WASHERS for Gas and STzAM JoINTs. 

VALVES (pure solid Rubber) for STrEAM-ENGINES, 

PACKING (Elastic) for STEAM-ENGINES. 


FLANGE TUBING, for a P 
A Yy 
Ofommmm™ 


Draughts and Dust throug 
Winpows, Doors, and Gass 
Caszs. 
Section. 
Illustrated Price Lists om application. 
JAMES LYNE HANCOCK, 
Vulcanized India-Rubber Works, 


GOSWELL MEWS, ann 266, GOSWELL ROAD 
LONDON, E.C. 














Trade Mark. THE MEDAL FOR 1862. 
2 Tuz ONLY PRIZE MEDAL awarpED 
ror TUBES anv FITTINGS. | 
CROWN TUBE-WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE. 
WarEHOUSE—81, UPPER GROUND ST., LONDON. 


JAMES RUSSELL & SONS, 


Patentees and First Makers of Wrought-Iron Tubes. 





R.G. W. STEVENSON, C.E.,F.G.S., | 


(for the last 10 years Engineer to the Corpora- | 
tion of Halifax), may be consulted upon all matters | 
connected with the construction of gas-works, and the | 
manufacture and supply of gas; also upon the con- | 
struction of water-works and the supply of water to 
towns; and also in respect to the sewerage of towns, 
and sanitary works generally. 


OrFice: 14, Park Street, WESTMINSTER. 





ALFRED PENNY, Gas and 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
WENLock IRON Works, | 

21, WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 


Mr. Penny having had a large experience in the 
construction, alteration, and management of Gas- | 
Works, begs to inform the Directors of Gas Companies 
that he may be consulted on all matters appertaining 
thereto. He also manufactures Gasholders, Purifiers, 
and all the various apparatus used in Gas-Works, and | 
keeps in stock Retorts and Mouthpieces, Socket-Pipes, | 
Bends, Branches, T-pieces, &c. &c. | 


Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. | 


W. J. HOLLANDS, 


IRON MERCHANT, | 
$1, BANKSIDE, LONDON, 5.E. 


Socket, FLraner, HoT-WaTeR PIPges, AND ALL 
CONNEXIONS; Retorts, HyDKAULIC MAIN, LAMP- 
CoLumns, &c.; AND EVERY DESCRIPTION oF CasT- 
INGS AND WrovuGutT-IRoN- Work For Gas AND | 
WaTER-WorkS, STEAM, AND GENERAL PURPOSES. | 

N.B.—All goods kept in stock, and supplied at 
wholesale prices. Estimates given, and orders by post 
punctually attended to the same day. 





| 





BristLey IRON WORKS, | 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, | 
DURHAM. | 
Manufactory for every description of Casting and | 
Machinery for Gas-Works and Water-Works. 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- | 
nexione of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, | 
Bankside, Seuthwark. | 
= ties in London, Mr. E. M. Perkins, 78, Lombard | 
et. 





BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 
SUGG and CO., late ALBERT | 


J. KELLER, Ghent.—The removal of the import | 
duties on Earthenware permitting the entry of Clay | 
Retorts into England, Messrs. Sugg, of Ghent, beg to 
draw the attention of the Gas Companies of London, 
and other Cities, to the very euperior uality of the 
RETORTS manufactured by them. They can be 
made of any size, in one piece, and of any form. The 
price will be in proportion to the weight, and very 
moderate in comparison to their value. 

Communieations, addresssed to J. Suc@ and Co., 
GHENT, will receive immediate attention. 


D. BRUCE PEEBLES, 
Gas-Meter Manufacturer, | 


FOUNTAINBRIDGE 
EDINBURGH. 
A DD 


ISON POTTER, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 


WILLINGTON QUAY, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks, and every | 
description of Fire-Clay Goods. | 


BEST AND HOBSON 
LATE , 
ROBERT BEST, 

100, CHARLOTTE STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 
Manufacturers of 
CHANDELIERS, PENDAN TS, BRACKETS, 
Brass and Iron Gas-Fittings, Steam and Water-Cock 
&c., &c. 

Also, 
PATENT WELDED IRON TUBES, 
For Gas, Steam, Water, and other purposes. 

GAS APPARATUS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
High-pressure Water-Valves and Cocks, &c., &. 
Plumbers Brassfoundry, 

Brass, Corren, Composition, aND LEAD TusEs. 
Works: Birmingham, and Great Bridge, Staffordshire. 




















D. GRANT & CO., 
GAS*METER MANUFACTURERS. 





STATION-METERS ANY SIZE, 
PHOTOMETERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, | 
PRESSURE-GAUGES, &c. | 

Price List on application. | 
GAS-METER WORKS, CROSSCAUSEWAY, 
EDINBURGH. 





"STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY WORKS. 
E. BAKER & CO., 
| 





24 WHARF, HARROW ROAD, PADDINGTON, W. 





FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, SQUARES, and TILES 
of all dimensions. 

GAS-RETORTS always in stock. 

GARDEN EDGINGS of various patterns. 

ORNAMENTAL BUILDING BRICKS. 

GRATE BACKS in various designs. 

Contracts evlered into to set Retorts, erect Fur- 
naees, &c. 

Shipments on the shortest notice. 





AMES NEWTON & SONS, 
(Established 1820,) 
FIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANTS, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 anp 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON, &8.E., 

Derét for STOURBRIDGE anp NEWCA8TLE 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and FIRE-CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 
B CARPENTER’S Improved Wood 
t 


SIEVES for Gas-Purifiers. 
Works: 14, John Street, Pentonville Road, Lonpon, N. 








The above sieves are used by the principal gas com- 
panies in London and the country. Their utility, 
durability, and cheapness combined, render them su- 
perior to all others. 

Testimonials from & engineers who have tested 
their qualities forwarded on application, 

All orders punctually attended to, and estimates 
given if required. 


J. T. B. PORTER & CO., 
GAS ENGINEERS, 
MANUFACTURERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR GAS-WORKS 
Of any extent at Home and Abroad, 

GOWTS BRIDGE an LINCOLN, 





A 
JOHN STREET, ADELPHI, LONDON, W.C. 


OBERT MACLAREN and CO, 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGUW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
animproved Patent. General lronfounders, Gas En- 

gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. 


JAMES M‘KELVIE, 
CANNEL COAL MERCHANT, 


HAYMARKET, 
EDINBURGH. 











Established 1840. 


WALTER MABON & CO., 
Engineers, 


ARDWICK IRON-WORKS, 
FAIRFIELD STREET, MANCHESTER, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
IRON TANKS, GASHOLDERS, 
GAS APPARATUS, 
PIPES, VALVES, IRON ROOFS, 
WROUGHT AND CAST-IRON GIRDERS. 


DESIGNS, SPECIFICATIONS, & ESTIMATES 
FURNISHED. 


TO INVENTORS AND PATENTEES. 


1 be W. H. BENNETT, having had 
considerable experience in matters connected 
with Gas, Water, and Sanitary Improvement, begs to 
say that he continues to assist Inventors in the perfee- 
tion of their designs, and to obtain for them PROVI- 
SIONAL PROTECTION, whereby their invention ma: 
be secured for Six Months; or LETTERS PATENT, 
which are granted for Fourteen Years. 

Patents leted, or pr ded with at any stage, 
thereby rendering it unnecessary for persons resident 
in the country to visit London, 

Patents procured for Foreign Countries. 

Information as to cost, &c., supplied gratuitously 
upon application to the advertiser, 42, Parliament 
Street, WusTMINSTER. [Office of the JouRNAL OF 
Gas LIGHTING, &c.) 
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GAS AND WATER PIPES. | 











CLARIDGE, NORTH, & CO., 


BIirLSs Tron. 


IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, 
FOR TOWNS, VILLAGES, &e., | 
INVENTED AND MANUFACTURED BY 


W. C. HOLMES & CO, 


WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD. 
WILL BE SENT ON APPLICATION :— ; 
Pians, Specirications, and Prices of GAS APPARATUS; | 
Puans, Specirications, and Estimarxs of the requisite BUILDINGS for each size of Apparatus ; 
Prans of the IMPROVED ANNULAR CONDENSERS; 
Puans of the COMBINED PURIFYING APPARATUS, so eminently adapted for Exportation. 











LONDON OFFICES—56, GRACECHURCH STREET, CITY. 
*,* Please address letters to the London Offices. 


NOTICE OF REMOVAL. 


THE BUSINESS OF 


WILLIAM SUGG, | 


GAS ENGINEER, | 


is removed to his New Factory, 


VINCENT WORKS, VINCENT STREET, 


I 
REGENT STREET, WESTMINSTER. ! 


WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, | 


ri ih = ———— 























W. INGHAM and SONS, having for maay years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 
RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY 
beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 
CRACKS and the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 
‘The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 


Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 
A large stock of Fire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & co.— 
Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &zc., may be obtained. 
N.B.—Zaport orders continue to have prompt attention. 


KING BROTHERS, 
STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 


HEAD on MOUTH PIECE 











° E 

KING BROTHERS beg especially to can the attention of Gas Companies to the superiority of their Retorts, whicr are made from the celebrated sTOUBBRIDG! 

FIRE-CLAY. Mr. King has patented a Kiln for burning Retorts, by which Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus renderin thee jan, 
FROM CRACKS AND CORRECT [MN FORM. By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning, a VERY SMOOTH SURFACE ia 


rendering them less liable to carbonize. 
Retort Ovens, Fire-Bricks, Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are all Manufactured of the same quality of Clay. 
Every Retort and Brick is branded ‘‘ King Brothers, Stourbridge.’ —— 
—— 
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NOTICE OF REMOVAL. 
NEW CITY SHOW-ROOMS AND MANUFACTORY, 147, HOUNDSDITCH. 


10 GAS COMPANIES & THE TRADE. oo Crystal en J. DEFRIES & SONS 


o—————- 


J. DEFRIES & SONS, 


GAS ENGINEERS, 
AND MANUFACTURERS OF 














& r, Beg most res a to inform Gas Companies and 
y Z ad Poth rade that their , 


NEW ciry SHOW -ROOMS 


Are now oe a with every description of Lighting 
Mediums, including Registered Designs of Medizyval | 
Gas-Fittings, Crystal, Bronzed, Ormolu, and Electro- 






















a 
Vr a Plated Chandeliers, Brackets, Vestibule - Light 
CRYSTAL, BRONZED, & ORMOLU Tice $ Svenned and Gilt Statuettes. : . 
bea Special Designs prepared in a accordance 
CHANDELIERS; i with architectural arrangements. Estimates furnished 


for the Lighting and Fitting up of Theatres, Music- 
Halls, and Public or Private Buildings with Gas. 


GAS MOONS of the Newest Designs. 

THE PATENT GAS-REGULATOR & PURIFIER 
Reduced to 6s. 6d. per Dozen. 

Pattern Books of Gas-Fittings, Crystal and 

Ormolu Chandeliers for 1866-67, are now complete. 


WORKS: 
LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, & PARIS. 


IMPROVED CRYSTAL STAR 
SUN LIGHTS; 
VESTIBULES, 


s oF eas-rirtmas. I fam Wit: 
EVERY DESCRIPTION OF GAS- FITTINGS. ee Ee! 







Rn enn nm 





WORKS: 
LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, & PARIS. 








ROTATORY AND DOUBLE-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 


with many recent improvements, from 1500 to 150,000 cubic feet per Hour. 


JAMES BURTON, SONS, & WALLER, 


MAKERS OF ENGINES, MACHINERY, and IRONWORK for GAS-WORKS, 
efficient and durable TAR, LIQUOR, and SYPHON PUMPS, 
GAS-VALVES, with or without Wedges, worked with powerful Worm and Rack, 
SELF-ACTING BY-PASS VALVES, with Lid and Relieving Lever, 
ROTATORY, TUMBLER, and CAPILLARY WATER DISTRIBUTORS for SCRUBBERS. 
* SMALL-SIZE EXHAUSTERS KEPT IN STOCK. 


JOHN'S PLACE, HOLLAND STREET; SOUTHWARK, LONDON, §8.E. 















iGQAS AN D CONS ULTIN G ENGINEER. 








of Works. 





GEORGE ANDERSON, 


OFFICES REMOVED TO 


19, NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, CHARING CROSS. 


Mr. ANDERSON advises Companies on all matters connected with the manufacture of Gas and the construction 


PATENTEE & MANUFACTURER of the following Inventions :— 











RETORT SETTINGS, heated by tar without the production of smoke. 
STEAM-ENGINES and EXHAUSTERS, separately or combined. 
FOUR-WAY VALVES, one of which is equal to three ordinary Valves. 
STATION GOVERNORS in which the Gasholder cannot tilt and cause accidents. 


A Pamphlet containing Eighteen Illustrations of the foregoing, with letter-press on the construction of Works, 
post free, 2s. 6d. 


“ The Author is well qualified to speak authoritatively upon the important subjects to which his pamphlet refers.” —Antizan. 








CLIFFS PATENT 
EL LED — CLAY RET 





J OSEPH CLIFF & SON, 


THE ORIGINAL 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS. 
Near LEEDS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 
FIRE GOODS, and SALT-GLAZED DRAIN-PIPES, 


Lonpon AGENT: 


MARCUS BOURNE NEWTON, 
Wharf No. 4, inside Great Northern Goods Station, King’s Cross Cross, |} 











Where is —— kept a Stock of Retorts, Fire-Bricks, Terra Cotta Ware, and 
Drain- Pipes, 
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PARIS UNIVERSAL EXHIBITION, 1867. 


BRITISH SECTION, CLASS 53. 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, 


Of LONDON, DUBLIN, & OLDHAM, | 
Exhibit, in the above Class, | 

| 

| 











MODELS OF STATION-METER AND GOVERNOR, A TEST GASHOLDER, 
WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, AND LIQUID. METERS; 


Principally in Glass, working daily. 

Friends and Patrons will find the above well worth a careful examination, as none of the articles have been exhibited] 
before, the whole having been designed and manufactured specially for the above Exhibition. 
GEORGE RAIT, Manacine Director, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON. 


B. BRADSHAW, 
Representative of the Gas-Meter Company at the Exhibition Building, or at the =|, 
HOTEL BUCKINGHAM, RUE PASQUIER, PARIS. 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT & CO.,, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


WET METERS, 
COMPENSATING WET METERS, 


IMPROVED DRY METERS 


of the very highest excellence. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS, 


STREET-LAMP REGULATOR §&., 
TESTING APPARATUS 


of the most perfect description for all purposes relating to Gas. 


KEELING’S PATENT STATION-GOVERNOR REGULATOR. 
55 and 55a, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W., and COPENHAGEN. 


RK LAIDLAW & SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, IRON & BRASS FOUNDERS 
Alliance Foundry, 147, East Milton Street, and Barrowfield Iron-Works, 
_GLASCOW; 
anp at SIMON SQUARE, EDINBURGH ; 


MANUFACTURERS OF 

STATION & CONSUMERS METERS, ALL SIZES; 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBES, ron GAS, WATER, & STEAM; CAST-IRON RETORTS & PIPES, 
HYDRAULIC MAINS, CONDENSERS, WASHERS, SCRUBBERS, PURIFIERS, & TANKS) 
GASHOLDERS; 

GOVERNORS, SLIDE-VALVES, &; 
. WROUGHT & CAST IRON ROOFS & HOUSES, 
Contractors for Gas- Works of any Magnitude. Plans, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 
LONDON ESTABLISHMENT—190, STRAND. 


D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 
PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 

invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 

any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without | 

being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF | 






































GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS; . 
DOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; t 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 

CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 
D HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER, 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—65s. net. 
Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. 
’ arge Pattern Books with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, | 2s. 
——— 


so 
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